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. THE CHRISTIAN SENTINEL.
THREE-RIVERS, FRIDAY 4th MARCH, 1831,

AN INQUIRY INTO THE DOCTRINE OF BAPTISMAL
' REGENERATION.—No, V. ,
¢ Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God.”

1. Admission to privileges is not their improvement ; neither is
state and condition in regard to external circamstances and means
of grace one and the same with moral culture resulting from dis-
cipline under that state, The simple fact of the natural birth by no
means secures the attainment of manhood ; neither does the Sim-
ple fagt of the new birth or regeneration secure the perfection of
Christian manhood. The first in either case may be without the
last : but the last cannever be without the first,” A man cannot
grow up in himwho is the head, unless he has first been baptized
into Christ and pul on Christ : he cannot grow up a child of God
unless he be regenerate and born of God. " It is one thing to en-
ter into a covenant, and another thing to keep that covenant, or
even to wish and try to keep it. The Bible speaks of God’s chil-
dren, evenasaccursed, “ I have nourished and brought up chil-
dren, and they have rebelled against me.” The parable of the un-
fruitful fig tree is precisely in point. How came it in the garden
of the Lord? By nature? No surely, but by a gracious trans-
plantation into that good ground, «W bat couldhave been done more
to my vinevard, that I have not done in it ? wherefore when I look.
ed that it should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes 2
—* For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel,
and the men of Judah his pleasant plant : and he looked for jude-
ment, but behold oppression ; for righteousness, but beholda cry.”’
Is regeneration necessary under the Gospel in order to make men
good and religious ? Is it the gift of God through Jesus Christ ?
None disputes either. How then could God address an unregen-
erate person who had the Biblein his hands and say ¢ “ What
could ’have been done more to thee that I hare not done in
thee 2° .

2. Take atiother equally strong position from our Lord’s parable
in the fifteenth of John, He is the vine ; his followers are the
branches. These he divides into two classes ; thefruitful, and the
unfruitful. The branch that beareth is made to bear maore : that
whichremains unfruitful, is cat off, cast into the fire and burned,
This precisely agrees with the quotation just made from the fifth
of Isaiah. But since the Church is the body of Christ,and Church
members the members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones ;
and since thereis but ONE BAPTISM by which to he baptised
nto Jesus Christ : the parable of Christ the vine is the same in sub.
stance with St. Paul’s ll)ively descriptions of the Church. But the
branches of the vine, beit remarked, are all grafis, taken from the
wild olive whick is by nature, and can bear nothing of itself but the
fruits of perdition, and are grafted into the true vine, that they may
thence draw the sap of life eternal.- In this sense the fruitful and
the unfruitful are on a perfect equality. They are both in the
same sense members of (ghrist and the Church, and made such for
the same special end. They are beth equally real branches, really
grafted intc Jesus Christ, and made members of his body, of his
flesh and of his bones. If one is regenerate, so is the other. If one
is a child of God, so is the ether. If one is made an heirof glory,
80 is the other. Ifone is chosen andelected, 5o is the other. If
one has the adoption of sons, so hasthe other. If one is the en-
listed soldier of the Cross, so is the other. If oneis required to be
fajthful to him that hath called him, so is the other. If oneis born
of water and the Spirit, go is the other. If one is taken out of a
state of nature into a state of grace, so is the other, Ifone js made
acitizen of the commonwealth of Israel, so is the other, If one is
“ made nigh by the blood of Christ,” so is the other. If one has
enitered into the kingdom of God, 80 has the othef. If one bas re-
ceived power to bear fruits unto holiness, s0 has the other ; else,
why js ﬁz to be cut off the vine Christ for unfruitfulness ?  God s
not a Liar nor a hypocrite nor a hard master : he gathers nothing

—hecalls for nothing where he has not sown seed in abundances
and sent the showers of his grace to make it fruitful.—In sho o
this case is s strong for the actual spiritual regeneration of th® .
unfruitful branches, that to deny it to them is to deny itto t "
that are most fruitful—How can men be equally accountable L ,

od uiless admitted to equal privileges ? b

1t shonld be borne in mind, that our present business is not with
those who never heard the Gospel, but with the visible Ch“"a
under the Gospel ordinances. If any of the heathen are 53".‘3‘;
they are saved without ordinances ; and indeed to their justiﬁcatl"e
and sanctification, ordinances are unnecessary : ordinances 3',_
only found where. the word is preached, with o ministry to adi!
nister them, God wiil call none to account for neglecting what
they cannot obtain, .

3. Regeneration mav Ue illustrated hy the naturalization Qf an
alicn and foreigner uner 2 humsn Government : and this is 10
strict propriety with the idea of the Church «y the Fingdam of (10%
and with a great deal of Seripture langnage. For instance 0“‘_:?
many. “ Now therefure ye are no more foreiguers, but fcllm}:'ﬁl"'
zens with the saints, ard (ff the housebeld of (od.” Eph. i 1
A man naturalized iy, politically, a new many Lt this ncwncss""f'
mediately corsequent on bis naturalization by no means determines
that he is a good subject; a0d yet this he cannot be withent ft'
No more is aman an old eXperienced servant of God the mamed
he enters the state of souship and adoption. Hejs taken into it L
be perfected under it ; aud nearly one half of the Xew Testamed
isaddressed to us in languaze Larely applicaile to u state ofgr‘o'-"m
from spiritual infaney in the avms of our mother the Church 107
wards astate of maturity Wider her guidance and ateachivg.
quotation from Col. iij, P—12 may servens n speeimen ¢ ¢ Lie IW‘
one to another, seeirg ve have put off the old man with his deeds i
and have put on the xrw men, which is renewed in knowledge ar
ter the image of him that created him : there is neither Grees
nor Jew, eircumeision ner Bucireamcision, Parbarian, Scythial
hond nor foce : but Christ Pat on therefore,

t 18 all and in all,
o 3 . . e Q,
the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, lindnest

~ Lumbleness of mind, meckucrslong suffering.” Mark this language:

These holy and beloved elcet o God raust sall pat on so many gra:
ces: and why ?  Beeauce they had put on the mew man ¢ in othef
words; being made sons by adoption, they must be « followers of
Godas dear children.”  Flavii obtained 2 citizenship in the king~
dom, they nfustlearn tobe cond sulijects.

4. This view of the sulicet takes things in their natural order—,
begins the Christian Lfe under the Goverament and ordinances ©
the Church with the nataral Iite, aud keeps the two walking hap
in hand throughout the earthiy sojourn. .

5. The Church or kingdomof (iod is something visible, a thint
which we ¢an sce and kuow by the outward senses,.or we colt

\ b
" not know that we belong to i, counld never be assured of Churchs

membership, and by consequence never could know that we 7

children of . God’s’ family, Hence by parity of reasoning, th®
means of connection with, or the act of introduction iuto that kxﬂzj
dom, and naturalization under the moral Goverpment of Go¢@j
namely, the Clurch—iu other words, that our regeneration shoul
possess as distinguishable marks, and as cognizable by the outwar
senses, as the Church herself, or we never could know the fact ©f
our membership with more certainty than we could if we had Bo
means of knowing the Church. In short, saptism into Jesus lr‘r’:f'ﬁ‘
is the grand mark by which the Church is known coﬂectlye}.‘_'
and so individually, (as there cannot be a collection without ind
viduals),—which points it eut as the mark in question, It is the
seal of promise to each individual member; the infallible mark
his being fegenerate and Lorn again, born into the family of Gods
and made a member of Christ; the seal of the Holy Ghost to bi
adoption. And that this language is not too strong, see Paul l:
Eph. 1, 13, 14 : “ In whom also, after_that ye believed, ye wer "
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earpest of on!
inheritance, until the rcdemption of the purchased possessiod:
After that ye believed, ye were scaled.  Adults at that time, with
their whole houses, were baptized as soon as they Delieved:
aud thus, (iv. 30) “sealed unto the da! of 'redempﬁon" with the
seal of God by the Holy Spirit of promise, as a mark of assuraacy
of the geod will of God'in thus conferring on them the adoption



