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the British.and. forcign West-Indies, Brazil, &c., &c.. These
arc now our established mavts. Primo mnckerel, snlmon, cer-
taiu grades of codfish; some halibut: and -herrfngs you. aro
obliged to procure from Canada. Weunre gontenl. to trade these
with you st vensonable figures. Somectimes your fishermen
manage to filch from our waters th(.: best mackerel, choiee cod-
fish, herrings, and halibut,  Sometimes, too, they oblain their
enrgoces in barter for salt and other stores. ” They mannge by
such mueans to make up their fares pretty cheaply. Phe salt
they have probably withdrawn from your warehouses subject
to u drawback of duly. Luast year this allowance amounted
1y the handsome sum of S123,474.66. 'T'ownhs in Massachu-
setis figure for $96,124.48 of this amount. The always-com-
plaining town of Gloucester absorhs the greatest proportion,
Do theso fishermen sell the fruits of Lheir ngenious ponching
and clever bartering any cheaper to the tax-paying consumers
of the Union?  Not a cent.  They make them pay an extra
price equivalent to the Customs' dutics. When we shut then
ot of our in-ghore tishings, where they are ns much fuwless
intruders as if they were veriteble Rob Roys in our eattle pas-
tures, these fishurmen must either return home empty, or buy
fish cargoes iu Canadian ports and harbours,  1t's your affair
if they take thenn into ports of Maine and Massachusetts with
or without paying revenue duties.  They puy us ueither more
nor tess for the article,  In this respect especially it mukes no
odds whatever to us whether your dutics be high or low, or
that there were none at all. Dut the heavier they are the
more your much protected fisherman pites on the price at his
own market., Who pays?  Ile quite forgets to make you any
deduction either for the cheapened salt which he has bartered
at par in violation of our regulations and your own. He
omits to eredit the consumer who pays him the duty with the
drawbuck saved by patriotically evading your warchouse laws
and trensury regulntions, e tells you the customs charges
were designed for his protection amlapply to Canadians and
their fish, not to him awd his fish, e overlooks the fish
cater and pork curcrof the Western States, and other interests
salted somuewhat beavily to proteel your grent salt producers
—they must pay duties on their hmported salt and on his
salted fish mto the bargain, 1t might be some litile comfort
to the pork packerin Chicago if he could, in his turn, salt the
fisherman down Fast on the cost of the bureels of pork inclu-
dedd in bis fishing supplics. But he canaot, Maine anud Mas-
sachusetts fishermen don’t enjoy protection by halves,  They
Luy their pork when on the fishing vovage in Canada at cheap
rates,  But L ean tell you of something ols: that he doesn’t
forget to do. He never forgets to make aogrievance of the
ontrages perpetrated on i by Canadian authoritices in inter-
fering with his fishing duside the  prohibited limits, and
trading his bountied =alt and other < tvuek ™ for fish, hait, ice,
stores, and provisions.  According to his complaints United
Statescitizens have been denied their treaty rights, the national
flag has been outraged, and insalent Britishers have molested
innoeent men—¢ hardy fishermen”  He wants more protec-
tion. He would have the whole Amcrican navy close ut hand,
and war to the knife, rathor than put up with such “vexatious
treatment.”  Such are his ideas of protection.

Whilst trade was free between us and fishing unrestrieted,
your fisherinen caught all the fish they wanted, and rold them
at maoderate prices,  Canadi took from you such as your dealers
found unsuited to domestic and forcign markets.  We know
that onr fishermen cuught less fish than they do when Ameri-
ean fishermen are  excluded,  They  would continue to
do so  But while reciprocity removed all obstacles to fishing
ancd trading there was mutual prosperity. Your people and
our own enjoyed an abundance of good and cheap fish foort,
Weo want our popnlation to enjoy it stitll,  Retalintion by tax-
ing the fish you send to us would be quite casy.  We refrain,
Rather we tuke from you all the tish you can spare without
driving them away from the meuths of consumers by taxes
which we think simply enbance theirv cost to the customer.
In the menntime, your people will continue to buy from us
what tish they need; and in exaet proportion to the tigour
with which your fisherinen are excluded from our rich fishing
grounds will the dependence of your towde and consumers on
Canadinn cateh be continoed. . You can setile amongst your
selves out of whose pocket comes the toll which respected
Vuele Samucl takes on every mouthiful of §sh food that zoes
to feed the active brains, nerves and sinews of his encergetic
and inteltigent fawily.

Your obedient servant,
CaxapiaN,

DORES AND PRIGS.

(From

Tineley's Muguzine.)

A prig is a prig feom his cradle.  As aorule the boy who
loves his book is one; and there are few brothers and sisters
Dlessed with a superior belonging, who teok honours, sny, ut
the Tniversity, who cannot feclingly lnment what they have
to undergo,  One does not know whether most 1o pity or be
amazéd at the father of such a pavagon.  Reason and his wife
(whose painful task it is, for the sake of domestic harmony,
to insist constantly on the young man's perfections, cven
should she entertain secret donbts of them).tell him he ought
to be proud of being the parent of so distinguished o son 5 but
his owninstinets and feeliugs whisper persistently that the
honour, though great, is overpowering; and ho turns with
reliefl to the unregencrate, goud-for-nothing—bui-athletic
brother, who ds guiltless of honours, never looks in a book,
but who is genial, natural; and companionable, and does not
ook onn his progenitor ns un anachronism, whose old-fushioned
ideas nee ot ¢ven worth combating, 1t is outof the question
to discuss any. topic with one ot these prygmatic individuals,
Their ntterances must be listened to in silence s and if any
difference of opinion be expressed, the dissentient is addressed,
with a gesture indicative of slightly-veiled contempt, in a
sureastic supereilions voice, intended to convey immeastrable
surprise at his ignorunce or wandacity. A prig is not always
literary, howuever.  There are specinicns as empty-headed and
stapid as they are selfsulicient. Some cullings foster prig-
gism more than others.  Wu never met nmilitary or naval
prig. 1t wounld, pechaps, be invidious to name one or two
lenrned  professions which produce n plentiful erop.  Why
cleverness and priggishiness so frequently (not ulways—swo
would not be understood to say go for o moment) go together
wo have never been uble to faithom.  Is it that “to love his
book " is unnatural to a wale animal, and produces this ex-
tromely unplensant etfect 7 ¢ Weoll, my boys mayn't be clever,
but, thank God! they are not prigs,” exclaimed a wmother,
whose sons were distingnished for nothing but o love of shoot-
ing and ericlket, after parting from two nephews who had

taken high honours, and’ who hind just been inflicting their

superlority on her,. "To this supef-cxcellent, but disagreeable -

class of persons belong those writers who have given to some
well-known journals a tone of ‘priggism which nullifies the
pleasure to be derived from their perusal, and prevents the
good they might otherwise do. No really great ‘writer is
prig.  Thackeray, Dickens, Mucaulay, George Eliot, ar¢ en-
tirely free from the viee, It is hard to say which sulfer most
from prigs—men or women, The Iatter are said to like them
sometimes. 1t may be soin very exceptional cases—certainly
not as a rule, But they may be more tolerant of them, cither
because from circumstances they are forced to endure them,
ot that they are quicker in discerning the good which may be
mixed np with so much alloy. "The proof that generally
women as well as men dislike prigs is to be found in the
unpopularity so often atiached to the superior young man of
the family. 'We started by asking which is least unendurable
~—i bore or n prig.  The answer must depend on cach indivi-
dual's temperament.  There is keen pleasare to be derived,
we admit, from horrifying o prig; but it is doubtful if the
fuculty he possesses of making one’s angry pussions rise, and
thus disturbing one’s equanimity, does not counterbalance the
amusemnent. A prig offends of innlice prepense; while a bore
hus no Lad intentions. e bores you simply because he is too
obture or too cgotistical to sce that he is doing so; whilue
there is an implied flattery in his making you the vecipivnt of
his confidences, though you ure aware he wonld do the same
to any ready listener, But even when Christian charity foreces
us to acknowledge the prig’s good qualitics, he draws so
larzely on our patience by his insufferable exaltation of his
Lorns, that we think, were the suffrages of society to be taken
respuecting two inevituble evils, the chances are the bores
would have a majority in their favour.  Stupidity is Jess offen-
sive than selfsasseriion,

SCIENCE AND ART.

St. Louis had a shower of what at first was suppos-d to be
sulphur, since it appeared upon the sidewalks as a yellowish-
green powrder. The people were struek with wonder, gathered
the powder, burnt it, and smelled the odor of the sulphur,
Dr. John Green, however, put it under the tnicroscope and
found it to be the pollen of the pine tree, probably blown from
the pine torests of the Carolinas, and washed from the atmo-
sphere above St. Louis by a shower of rain,

An Indian vernacular paper, called the Rudh Akbur, has
heen giving its readers lithographic copies of pictures of
scencs from the war which bave appeared in the [lustrated
loadun Newes. These copies are made by nitive artists in
Lucknow.

Paver.—¥rom the Lnglish Mechenic we learn that Africa
appears to be capable of supplying the want of all out paper-
makers; as besides the esparto grass and the bark of the
Adansonia, there is a fibre-producing plant called  diss-grass,
which, though difticult to work, and not so valuable as the
betier-known esparto, can yet be obtained in such quantitics
and at such a price as will render it a useful taxury. The
dwarf palm can be obtained in almostany quantity in Algeria,
but the cost of collection is rathier more than that of csparto,
us cach leaf is picked separately, and itk manufacture into
papcer is more ditticult and expensive, the texture of the fibre
varying in different parts of the leaf, one portion of which
coutains some yellowish wax or rosin, extremely difficule to
kill, and almost impossilile to detect till it is discovered on
the hot rollers and the paper is spoilt.  The rivers of Seuth
Africa are in muny places choked with a plant known s the
palmets, o Kind of large rush, ¢ight or ten feet in height, of
which large quantitics can e obtained, and which, in all
probability, will be found of use in the fabrication of ropes
and puper,

LITERATURIS AND TIIE DRAMA.

Miulame Parepa-Rosa iy so seriously unwell that her medi-
cal advisers have ordered complete rest and change of scene

Her Majuesty has signined her intention of conferring knight-
hood on M. Jules Benedict, Dr. Sterndale Benuett, and Dr.
livey.

We understand that Dr, Ferdinand Hiller, the great Ger-
man composer who Ilately visited England, has consented to
write o grand march for the opening of the Internntional Ex-
hibition on May 1, and that he will personally conduct its per-
formance.

It is stared that Ao, J. Anthony Frowde is writing a history
of Treland under the old penal and Roman Catholic laws, and
after embodying the salient points in a series of lectures, he
contemplates delivering them in various parts of the United
States,

Two of the most successful and best paid editors in New
York are women—>Miss Mary L. Booth, of the Bazaar, who
receives S4,000 aoyear, and Mrs, Mary E. Dodge, of the IHearth
and I{ome, who has a salary of 33,000,

A Portland paper is publishing extracts from a diary kept
Ly Hawthorne when o boy of ten years, ot which this is a
snmple ;—4 This morning the bucket got off the chain and
dropped back into the well. I wanted to go down on the
stones and get it.  Mother would not consent, for fear the well
might cave in, but hired Samuel Shano to go down. In the
goudness of hee heart she thonght the son of old Mrs, Shane
not quite so valuable as the son of the widow Hawthorne.
God bless her for all her fove for me, though it may be some-
what seltish.”

Frigxony Criries.—Two lessons from the facts counccted
with the early history of Weverley may be taught nus.  First, let
friends beware of their critical advices. - Two of the bast
novels ever written had nearly been strangled in this way.
Godwin give his Calel Williams to be x':.snd by a frieud, who
returned it, telling him ¢ that, it publisied, it would be the
grave of his litotary rveputation” Al how it fared with
Waverley we know, Trobably hundreds-of similar instances

‘might be quoted from D'Isracli the elder, and other collectors

of literary ana. 'I'he second lesson is, that autbors should
nover allow the criticisws of feivruds to drive them in rash dis-
gust to burn or otherwise destroy the children of their brains,

Let them put them under as many locks and keys as they like;
lot them observe Horace's precept, ¢ Premat ad nonum annum,”

as religiously as they please; but let them spare their lives.
Nay, let them keep them as carefully as the Mohammedans

do the least scrap of paper they find, lest peradventure it con-

taing the name of Mohammed or Allah. Depend on it, their

day may come.—Life of Sir Walier Seott, Bart. :

Speaking of ¢ Herve Riel” a contemporary says when Mr,
Browning published # Bells and Pomegranates,” some inno-
cent readers wonderod what the litle meant. Dear me! said
the poet, innocently ; I thought everybody knew thut, in Reb-
binical lore, bells meant sound, and pomegranates sense.  Such
was Mr. Browning's idea of what cverybody ceuld understand.
That story about « Sordello” is well known. It huas been said
thut the poem contains only two intelligible lines. Douglas
Jerrold lit upon it just as he was recovering after a long ill-
nesy, and conldn’t make it ont.  1Ie asked his wife to dip into
it. “Why, I can’t understand a word (" cried the poor lady.
‘Thank God, thank God!” shricked Jerrold, slapping his
leonine brows, #T am net mad! I thought I had gone stpuid
during my illness.”

M I

SCELLANEA.

The latest Purisian bon-mot describing the sentiments of the
Parisians for the Germans is Prusse-chien (Prussien), Autre-
chien (Autrichien).

Tt is understood at the Hague that the bargain for transfer-

ring Dutch Guinca to Great Britain will shortly be completed.
Tlie purchase-money is believed to be about £75,000.

Alsace and Lorraine arc to become a separate territory of
the German Empire, under a Government appointed by the
Emperor.  Strasburg is to be the eapital.

One day when Erskine was, as nsnal, on his way to West-
minister Hall, with his large bag full of briefs, he was accosted
by i boy, who asked him if he was a dealer in old clothes.
4 No, you little imp,” replied the counsellor, #these are all
new suits.”

Tt seems to be certain that the cantons of Wissembourg,
Lauterburg, and Sulz, the northernmost portion of Alsace,
will be ceded to Davaria to reward her for her alacrity in
taking the ficld cight months ago.  This district belonged in
past times to the Bavarian Palatinate, numbers 50,000 inhabi-
tants, and is about cqnal in size to what King Ludwiyg was
obliged to cede to Prussia after the campaign of 1866, The
rest of Alsace will be placed under the central Government of
Germuany.,

In a recent county court case, a witness testified that he re-
moved an iron rod from a picee of wood only two hours pre-
viously, at the same time producing the rod and wood in
court, and pointing out to the jury the identical hole from
which the vrod wis removed.  The counsel for the defence dis-
covercd thut) at some time, @ spider had spun his web in the
hole, and that it still remained there, together with the dead
spider. It has since been a mooted question whether or not
spiders spin their webs in February ; and, if so, whether it
could have been spun, the spider die, and dry up in so short a
space of time,

A London photographer started for France a day or
two ago, specially to procure a photograph of that daring
Licutenant Benhardy, of the 14th Hussars, who was the first
German to enter Paris, and whose pluckiness has made for
im a name in history.  He rode alone down the Avenue
des Champs Elysées to the Place de la Concorde with
his drawn sword in his hand, and on arriviug there checked
his horse, smouthied down the animal’s mane with his sword,
and calmly looked around to see if any one was disposed to
shuot him. e will be used up as an important character in
many a circus procession this summer, and become a promi-
nent hero in the fictions of the future. wherein the Frauco-
German war shall be chosen for a subject. When he gets
back to his native Tand he will have a laurel crown put upon
Lis head, and four-and-twenty maidens, all in white, will sing
to him a choral lay.

Ax Aveext MrtkalLLetse.—The following notice is taken
verfatim from the Ldinduryh sLivordsr for December 7, 1764 1 —
# A Scoteh shoe-malker bas centrived an instrument of war by
means of which six persons are to do as much execution as a
whole regiment. This instrument, if we may belicve the
projuctor, will discharge 4,400 balls in the space of two
minuntes; is quite portable and casy of carriage ; in case of
surprise, may Le knocked to picees in less than a moment's
spiacye, so as to render i entirely useless to the envmy; and, if
recovered again by any change inthe field, may be got together
in Jess than a minute and a halfy so as to be fit for use as before,
In case; alse, of any sudden charge by horse or foot during
the intervals of loading, at the touch of a spring a harvest of
bayonets are to arise, with their points directed towards the
foe. To this the iuventor—who, though a shoe-maker, is
likewise a military man—has added a system of discipline,
relative to the use of his machine, perfectly easy and speedily
to bLu learned.”

Frexcu ProtocrarieErs Axp GrrMaN Sirrers.—The special
corresponduent of the London Daily News, writing from Puris
under date of February 27th, sayvs :(— The Freuch are always
very intense in theiv national likings and dislikes. It is ter-
rible to seo their hatred of the Germans at present. I have
recently fold you that no Germans will henceforth be employed
in Paris—that they will be excluded from clubs—and that the
French loathe the idea of modifyving the tevmsof theiv Treaty
of Commerce with Prussia and with the Zollverein, not simply
as a question of mouey, but becnuse they wish henceforth to
have nothing to do with their enemies, upon whom one day
they will take a fierce revenge. 1 have been remiuded of all
this by some English friends who went on Sunday to a photo-
grapher, - Photographers here do a great deal of business on
Sundays if thoe weather is fine.  The people are generally in
their best clothes, and like to be photographed, perhaps, for
Inck of talk., My friends went to o very furmous photographer
ou the Boulevards ; but theiv accent betrayed them—they were
evidently foreigners—perbaps Germans, ¢Ave you Prussians ?7
asked the photographer; # because if you are, I cannet take
your photographs.”? IIis visitors made their nationality evi-
dent by the production of sundry passports, and then at last,
his patriotic soul being satisfied, he found it in his heart to
take their portraits.” '




