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value of the notes, practise very slowly and
never allowed her to touch a note before having
seent it in the book. He made her observe the
fingering with the greatest exactness, and ceunt
alond without ever slowing or pressing the
moi pment,

From the first of September, 1853, to the first
of the following Junuary, she went over the
whole of Bertini’s nethod, with the exception of
the last pages, where there are octaves that she
conld nit reach owing to the small size of her
; flugers.  Duaring that time she began to speak
English aud to read Fnglish and French.

At the age of six she read easily at first sight
easy pieces of voeal and instrumental music,
Every evening also she practised on the harp
with her father., About the same tiwme her
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ALBAINI,

A COMPLETE HISTORY OF HER
MUSICAL CAREER.

BY JOHN LESPERANCE,

On the occasion of the first visit of this great
artist to Montreal after many years of absence,
I have thought it fitting to compile a full and
authentic history of ber brilliant career, derived
from the most anthentic sourcss. For this pus-
pose 1 placed my=elf in communication with a
person who knows her more intimately than any
one else, who followed her from iufancy to the
day of her brightest triumphs, and who has au-
thority to speak beyond any other living person.
From him I obtained the family records out of
which 1 extracted copious notes that 1 have
woven into the coutinuous marrative herewith
submitted to the compatriots of the celebrated
cantatrice.

I

Marie Louise Emma Cecile Lajeunesse was
born at Chambly, Quebse, on the 27th
September, 1847. Her father, Joseph L.
jeunesse, of the ancient family de S:. Louis,
was professor of music and organist. Her mo
ther, Melina Mignaalt, was her first ipusical
instructor from the age of four to fire years. At
the age of two and a half years, Emmz, aided
by her younger sister Cornelia, sang by heart
slight m=lodies in a clear, strong and brilliant
voice. When her father performed on the
violin she repeated every note with astonishing
fi lelity and rapidity,

At the age of four, Emma was of 0 sweet and
playful disposition, and quite do:ile to the
teachings of her mother who began by making
her vocalize easy melodies and learn the accom.
paniments on the piano. She next taught her
the first principles of music.

When she was five years old, her father took
her to Plattshurg, where he plzced her in an
English school kept by a lady of the name of
Moore. Mr. Lajeunesse, who stopped at the

Hotel Fouquet, in the same town, went daily to
give his danghter a music lesson. He placed in
her bands Bertini’s complete method for the
piano. The child practised five hours a day and
gase four or five pages of the author at esch

e—How |
to Split a Sheet of Paper—Sword and Pistal— "

father went further aud assigned her a professor
* of Greck from whom she laarned all the elements
1in the space of one year. From this exereise she
acquired the farility which later enabled hor to
sing in Maltese, and
Her 1master, Sex:on,

othor foreign
duelared

Uissian
Mr.

Greek language.

At six
gave her
rehearsed

and
a ditienlt study of Bortini, which she
every morning before breakfast, from
seven to 1 At other
~Jours of the duy, she continued to stuly, and
practised som> fifty pieces of music of progees.
dithiculty.
At the age of seven she lost her mother and
her father left the Upited States aud returned to
i Montreal sith his family. Thore the child
“continued to prastise the piavo and harp with
i the same assiduity. Aore than onee her father
| surprised her in the act of singing sunatches of
; opera from Nerma, Lucrczia Lorgio and Martha,
i acting at the same time with much archuess,
; Nothing could distract or withd*aw her from
i her stulies, and when the hour for praciising
came on, she would lay asid: her ganmes or
abandon her young companions to go through
as many as 150 pages a day.

a half yeurs” of age, her father

1ne
;‘.\‘

during theee maths,

sive

In 1358, wheu Ewmma was § years old, a
Scoteh balladist, named Crawford, met the child
and her father at the store of Mr. Siebold, where
she was in th~ habit of practising on the piano.
Mr. Crawford, finding s3 happy a disposition
in the girl for singing and accompammcut
asked permission of the father to have herassist
him in his conzerts at Montreal. At ths first
concert she sang several Scotech balleds and the
grand air *¢ Robert, toi que from Robert s
Diadle. She accompanivd herself in her singing,
but the latter operatic air had been prepared
beforehand. At the second concert she sang
other Scotch ballads, in which Mr. Crawford
taught her the proper pronunciation of
Scotch dialect. She met with the most un.
qualifiel success. 8> pleased and astouished
was Mr. Crawford at her proficiency that he
bought her pieces of music never seen by her,
and which he placed before her during the con.
cert itself.  These pieces were the ¢ Cujus Ani-
mam®’
of Roberto de Verius, the melady and
the words aud plaved the acestnpaninent —-all
at first sight, not perfeetly indeed, but sutlicient.
Iy well to surprise Mr. Crawford and the public,

Jaime”’

the

of

She sang

The halladist thes declared to the audieuce |
that b had never, in all his travels, wet a child
of that age who conld ex2cute sach pie ey with
the aid of musical theory alone.  Several Sesteh |
ladies called the child to them and askeld to sen
the father whom they warmly congratulred.
Emma had taken the Mechanics’ Hall
storm.

The child gave her third concert at Chambly,
on the invitation of her grunduncle, the Grand
Vicar Mignault.  Both villozes assisted thereat,
She sang a little French ballad, an aria from
L Favorite, a Germiao song, an Eaglish ballad,
ar Italian Cavatina, “Auld lang Syue,’
‘“Annie Laurie,” and played sixteen pages of
variations oa the *‘Carnival of Venice’ by
Beyer, with a number of other compositions,
Her success was so great that the whole stage
was strewn with flowers., She next pgave con.
certs at St. Johns, 1'Assomption, Sorel, L'In-
dustric and Terrebonne.

by

veut of the Sacred Heart at Sault.au. Recollet,

lesson.
This is the mannor in which the father con-

»

with her sister Cornelia, and ber father was ap-
pointed one of the professory of the house, There

ducted her studies.. 1le made her analyzs the

Emma continued her musical education, under

Rossint’s Stalat and o grand cavatina |

The mnext morning’s Herald stat:d that little |

At the age of nine, Emma entered the Con. .
s and the young American—as the was then ealled

! “the paternal guidance, until the age of fourteen,
“and went through a full course of study. During
these years the sweet, docile, humble and
amiable character of the young musician never
belied itself, and she won the affection of hoer
mistresses aud companions.  She soon began to
compose little pieces for her fellow pupils, which
she dedicated to the Superioress, Madame Trin-
cano,

Later she wrote a hymu to I'ius IX., counsist.
ing of solo, duo and quartet, She also com-
posed a Txiumphz\l March, inseribed to her
father for New Year's Day, and whenever a
little song or accompaniment was required she
readily furnished it, her futher having taught
her the elements of harmony and all that was
necessary to composition,  She presidod at the
organ of the Convent and there her voice began
to develop the qualities which it has since at-
tained,

In 1360, on the occasion of the visit of the
Prince of Wales to Mountreal, Mr. Lajeunesse
presented to His Royal Highness & memorial on
parchment setting forth the capacity of his
chill; this memorial was s‘gned by forty or
tifty persons who lhad boen of her
merit, The Prince returned a very flattering
and complimentary reply through the inter-
mediary of General Bross.

Toward the end of Lier conventnal life,

witnesses

Mie.
Lijeunesse compased a graad duv of twenty-four
pages for two pianes on the principal portions of
the cautata composed by
Sabatier, in honor of the Prince of Wales

the famous pianist
This
composition was executed by hersell and one of
the professors, with remarkable success.

Oue year before leaving the Sault, she gave
her last concert at the Mechauies' Hall, Mont.
real, under the patrouage of Sir Fenwick Wil-
Hams, Licutenant-Colonel Coursol, Mayor Ro-
dier, Hou, George Cartier, Hon. Mr. Chauveau
and others, and was applauded by one of the
most distinguished audiences of the city. This
is the place, however, to state that, notwith.
standing her extraordinary promise, not the
slightest otfer was mude by liwr compatriots to
atd her fu completing her musical education, or
atfording her the means of going to Europe to
advance her carcer.

11.

One year later, Mz L jeunesse departed for
Saratoga Springs, and sowe woaths afterward,
Emma, sged 15, received au invitativn from
trand Vicar Conroy, subseguently Bishop of
Albauy, to acerpt the position of organist in the
Church of 5t Jaseph, al of New
York. She aceepted the offer, aud also beeams
protessor of the piano and of singing at the Con-
vent of the Sucred Heart, ]xxv.wmd During the

in the eapit

rect herselfin the differcut branches of her
and also to lay aside means wherewithal to
enable Lier 1o pass over to Europe, Finally, with
her own savings and those of her father, the

art,

(0 bextowed by the

H ETY . .
fCharehwardens in reward for bor efficient s r-

view to her voyage, and
vices, she tok her departute for New York,
ami:d the rezret of the whole
s sccoinpani=d by more than fifty of her friends,
: {who bade her fare well on board the steamer, She

ensting three years she worked very hard to per- |

. ef Mian,
i T . .
i utmest cordinlity, and immediately taken under

!

|

Li-lp of Bishop Couroy, a concert given with a

Maurice Strackosch, the well-known impresario,
met at the house of M. Pacini expressly to hear
the young lady. Mlle. Lujeunesse sang for them
selections from Lucia di Lammermoor and La
Sonnambule, and roccived the highest praise
rom these connoisseurs for her facility in read-
ing ¢ prima vista. They assured her that she
was in possession of a good style and a wide
rauge of voice. 'The Prince then advised her
to go to Milan with the view of studying
Italian opera. The latter did not take action on
this counsel at the time, as her priucipal object
in going to Paris was to coutinue to take les.
sons on the organ and piane and perfect herself
in the science of harmony. To this end, she
applied for examiunation to ove of the first or.
ganists of the great city, M. Benoist, who iu-
formed her that she needed only = few directions
and had reachod the highest grade iu this por-
tion of her career, Such a remark was aslouble
compliment to her father, who hal hitherto
been her only teacher,ud to the youthful artist
herself.  In pursuance, however, of the advice
of the Parisian professor, she took lessons in
harmony from a distivguished contrapunti-t,and
lessons in singing from the world-renowned
tenor, Duaprez, at that time retired from the
This course of study was unfortunately
cut short, after some two months and a half, by
a severeattack of typheid fever which prestrated
Mlle. Lajeunesse fora considerable time. On
her recovery, Mlle, cave
her annual concert, to which Emma was invited
as auxiliary, and the proceeds of which she was
generoasly iuvited to share. M. Duprez also
prevailed upon her to take part in o concert
given by his pupils, and with her sang the mad
seene of “Opliela™ in Thomns' Hamlet, nmid
the most anqualitied appliuse. A few weeks
later, huving decided upen following the wdvice
of Priuce Voniatewski, M. Daprez, anmd her
friend, the Baroness Latitts, and her intention
having become known to her friends, the Ameri-
can colony of Paris, and a farge number of
Freneh families, tendered her a concert, st 32
a head, from which she realized the handsome
sum of 81,200, with which she wus enabled ta
wnke her way to Milan. | mention this and
other prcuniary details ta show onee for all
that Mile. Altani depended upon her own bant
work and resoure's from the beginning of her
artistic life, and that she wus not beholden to
any one, as hay been so often asserted, for her
rise in the musical world.  On her departure,
Prince Poulatowski graciously furnishied her
with n letter of introduction to the Muesiro
Lamperti, at this time Lead of the Conservatorio
iy was received with the

slage.

Guerand, the pianist,

hin she
his tuition.  For vine months she weorked anid
studied with nuremitting application, and hav-
g petfected hors 10 dn the Ttalian laoguage
under a comprelent pxuft'f«snr, she
at the end of that period,

was enabled,
to give unequivocal
prooks of her proficiency and promise of a bril
liant future. A publie examination or comyprtis
tina took place of this juneiure, at which several

; tmpressril of Babian opers houses were present,

“and the

restitt was a0

satisfactory that Mile.

CLjeanesar reeeived wonsost tlattering offer from

con regation, and -

Messina,

This she at oneo aceepled, At this

' pomni, it way be interesting to give the true nee

¢ eonnt of her change of name.

!sailed alone from the Ewpire City, bound for

DG having visitel the ancient
[ulue- of Mury Stuart, she proceed-d on her way
i “to Paris. In her capasity as former pupil of the
: Sacred Heart, she called at the Mether House
of the institution, uuil isked to b shown to a
respectable  bearding establishment,
Pdirected to that of Mme. Laillet, the mother of
‘one of the ladies of the Convent. This persan hud
no vuant apartments, but the young artist met
there Mile, Gaerard, distingnished {n musical
By
she was invit-d o visit her auet, the Baroness
de Lafitte,
welcom,

asgow, where,

eircles g an aceompli-hed planist, this lady

and in whose house she obtnined
month,  The Burone-s de Ldiste, and her
brather, M, Pucini, were very foud of masie, and
often gathered the Lest taleut of Puris in their
i parlors.  This fortunate circumstance afforded
[ Mile, L jjrunesse a rare opportunity of meeting

the moat celebrated artists of the Freneh eapital,

~-liad frequent occasion to dizplay her abilities,
One day, Prince Poniatowski, u pupil of Rossini,
and himself an  illustrious composer, and

She was

from whom she receivid a cordial ¢

board and ludgings at the rate of 250 franes a !

1t has always been
said that she chose ber present title {u remem-
hronce of, and out of gratitnds to the city of
Albauy. That a and
uathing more, The faets are that her impresario,
vl rring to the Italtan jealousy of everything
foreigo iu the way of musieal art, advised her to
wistine 4 wmare mokiisnal appellation, and sug-
gested that of the Albnt tamily as short, simple
aud sanorons,

is were  coincideticen,

The suggostion was ncted wpon,
Fwma Lajeunesse has sineo shed ore
Tastre wpon that naime than was ever brought to
it by the long line of its patrician bearers,

wd

I1.

Milo. Atbani mavde her fisst appearance on the
operatic stige ut Messing, in La Sonnembula,
that adwirable idyl of Belini, which will retain
its freshness so long ns thero is masic in the soul
of man. The charucter of dmina was wel
chosen by her, as particularly adapted to her
youth and the sweetness of her digpasition, It
isa matter of history that her snecesswns unequi-
vocal, and from that cvoentful evening, early in
1870, her reputation was eatublished. Soon after
she was called upon to insugurate a new theatre,



