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THE PRAIRIE PROVINCE.

1t is surprising how much Manitoha
and the North-West have contributed to
the litermture of the Dominion. We
eould count from memory at least a dozen
volumes published on this subject within
the past siX or seven years. There is
much romanee abont the ecuntry, and its
history and condition exert a fascination
on all who have visited it. But of all the
books that we can call to mind, by far the
most valuable is that written by M J
C. Hamietox, and published by Brrrorn
Brovners, of ‘Toronto, under the title
which heads this artiele.  The exterior of
the work is attractive, being as fine a speci-
men of book making as the enterprising
publishers have vet tuned out.  But the
reading mmtter is quite worthy of its out-
fit.  The suthor travels over the whole
around of the history, present condition,
resources. and - prospects - of the Praire
Province. He writes in a free unpreten-
tious style, while his statements are in-
variably backed by facts and figures which
give the satisfactory element of reliability.
We kbow of no work which contains so
much useful information in so small a
space. Qur public men and public writers
can tind in it all the data they need towards
an aceurale comprehension - of the present
position of Munitoba, while for emigration
purposes we should fi ey that a cheap
widition  would - 1outeri :1113 facilitate the
tawsk of our agents abroad.  Neither could
a better book be chosen for distribution
as a school prize.  Did our space permit we
would eall attention to the chapter ou the
Indians and Half-Breeds, which contains
much that we never could learn before. of
the condition of the aborigines in that
distant lanil.  The subjects of climate and
production are exhaustively treated and
weare told a great deal that iz new con-
cerning manumctums, labor, trade and
the markets in the North-West. - The int
vasion of ithe grasshoppers’ has been fre-
quently and elaborately treated in these
Lolumns, as its paramount importance de-
served, but ~within  the limits of about
twel\e pages'we have-learned more about
the grasshopper plaguefrom Mr. Hawinrox
than we had ever gathered from hundreds
of pages of dcaultur) reading,  The same
- remark applies o the: pxo:;cnt position of
the- Hudson’s Bay Company. After giv-
ing a history of this great mt‘ﬂ:hqlmwnt
from its inception, the author informs ns
that “ under articlé five in the deed of
surrender, the Company is entitled to one-
twentieth of all the land in the great
Fertile Delt as it is surveyed und sct out
in-tinvnships. - Incirrying out this agree-
ment, - the Company Tritv .Lﬁl"ll“d to
them, in every fifth township as surveyed,
two sections, or 1,280 aeres, and, in every
towuship 560 acres ;3 amd this applies to
all lands whether armble or mineral, Al
‘this in “addition to the sum of £300,000
#erling paid, sud “to- the land in and
umund every fmt or tmdm" post occu-

pied. What the (ompun) pretend to
have losi, as to the fur tmde monopoly,
they have -more than gined : by  their
treaty and statutory title to the lands
which will be made yearly more and more
valuable by the labor of immignmings, and
the expenditure for public works, and
opening of the country at the expense of
the Dominionand Provincial exchequers.”

This is a striking statement and there
are many such hits of revelation through-
out the work, which we  heartily recom-
mend to the public as a contribution to
cur political and historical liternture eredit-
able alike to the anthor and his pulb-
lishers,

et el s e

YOUNG TURKEY.

The Porte is in a eritical position, Tt
isattacked both in front and rear. Not !
only are its bonders assiiled by the insur-
gents of the Danubian Prineipalities, but
there are dissensions in Constantinople
itself.  last week we published the pro-
vrame of the rebels, as formulated by
Prince Mitax. To-day we present the
prospectusof Young Turkey, as we find it
set forth in the Paris papers.  Young
Turkey aims at an entire religions and
social revolution. the establishment of a
Council of State and of a Chamber of
Deputies composed of an equal number of
Mussulmans and  Christians,.  To  this
programme are added numerous economic
reforms and reductions of expenditure
which must make the mouths of all the

imnocent  subseribers to Turkish loans
water. Amongst all the proposed changes,
the most important, perhaps, is that

i Before the preliminaries were ended the

which would enable Christians to enter

inte military service, and which would |
e the consecration of the prineiple |
of political equality.  Are all thes

reforms  possible in a  country like

i
[
i
i

Turkey, founded «n conquest and main-
tained by armed domination?  We are
ready to try to  believe this, but we!
shall believe ut the same time that there
is no more Turkey., 1t will be admitted
that the means employed hitherto have
not been strietly constitutional, and that
the reformers enter upon the varliamen-
tary staze by astrange beginning.  Ever
since the Turks announced that they are
aoing to enter upon the path of eiviliza-
tion and o inoculate themselves with
western institutions, we have seen nothing
hut revolvers, daggers, and seissors. One :
would imagine that in studying Frenchs
history they tovk the 2ud of December for |
the perfect model of peaceful and cousti
tutional reforms. The  late Sultan was
regarded as the creature of Russia; and |
was deposed, imprisoned, and committed |
suicide, and England  trinmphed. . The
new Minister for War, a true Turk of the
old stock, was determined to reduce by
arms the insurrcetion which Russia - sup-
vorted.  Then  eomes "a Cireassian, who
shoots him dead, and-- Russia has her ne-
venge.  Thus eleared, the ground now
belongs to Young Turkey and electoral
reform.  The Minister who has been
assussibated  was an obstaele; it was for
the advantage of Old Turkey that he
made the revolution ; he ummlcd the
proposed constitutional schenie as dreams
and herestes, and it was he that desired
to make an appeal to  Africa and Asia in
order to rally them round the standard
of "the Prophet.  He has disappeared,
leaving the field free to the theorists,

RECIPROCITY.

The meeting of the American National
soard of Trade, held in New York,
the week before l.ut barely touched uporn
the vital quwtnon of Reciprocity. It is
interesting, inview of many eircumstan-
ces which affect ourselves at the present
time, to learn how such a4 paper as the
New York 7Vmes appreciates the mauner
in which the subject was handled. It
asks whether on the question of recipro-
wl trade with Canada, it 7 not time that
gencralities and: uvntnmonmlltu-a were clxu»
carded, and that the business men who
evinece the slightest terest m it, con-
descended o talk about it in plain, busi-

fa large sum for opening the fisheries I
.\m(-rmm
¢ has no other available bonns to temder as

noss - termd 'l lm \atwm\l Bonul of
Trade took it up-on Thursday, but in a
perfunctory - way, and “apparently more
out ‘of a desire to Le civil to the Cana-
dinns who were present than with any
expectation. of accomplishing » pmchml
result.  The Toard “resolved” in favor
of Mr, Ward’s plan for the appointment
of an’ international commission to consi-
der the subject and devise some mutually
acceptable armngement. - Instead of thus
wasting \\onlx-ufur the  resolution can
really amount to nothing——why Jdid not
the Board appoint a committee of its own
members to confer with the visitors from
Canada, and to do “exactly what Mr.
Ward's commission is wanted to dot Had
this course been taken, we imagine that
both parties’ would have very sven dis-
covered the hopelessuess of the project.

Canadians would have been obliged to

confess that they are feifered in thv Hrgo-
tiafions by their conneetion with (m‘"l
tritain,  Our people, on the other hand,
would have said that it is idle to eall ford
reciproeity so long as Great Britain insists
that Canada shall not make better terms
with the Americans than with her own
manufacturers,  Setting aside  romanee
and good, neighborly wishes, the plain
truth is that in its present state, clogged
as it is with imperial conditions, Canada
annot offer o full equivalent for the!
benetits it would derive from free aceess to
American markets.  The former twaty
never would have been mtified but for the
fishecies which formed the solid considen-
tion offered by Capada iu return for the |
privileges it acquired. Now it hepes 1o goe ti

fishermen, and  consequently

a make-weight in o bangun that would
otherwise by a litth: too one-sided,

THE ANCIENT CAPITAL.

Lord Durrsrix, with his usual coust
demteness and that aecsthetic sentinment
which is one of the most prominent fea.
tures of his gifted natwre, has taken the
earllest oceasion affurded by his present
vigit to Quebee, to recommend, in the
warmest terms, the plaps of restorstion
and improvement, which he himself has
suggested for the maintenanee of the his
torical monuments of old (uebee. ~ Every
word which his Lordship ultered concern:
ng the pwmrvwmvm'w and  the ant:-
auarian interest of the wncient Capital is
heartily echoed not only thoughout the
Provinee of Quebee, Imt lhrnuvvhum the
whole Domiuion. Even l,u,-yuml pur
border, we are pleased to rend in the
more thoughiful papers of New York and
Doston that the peculinr merits of Quebee
are ackpowleduged amd that gmtitication is
expressed that its venerable walls, gates,
bastions and other relies are to be re-
ligiously preserved. from the  ruthless
levelling of the pickaxe and shovel,

While -we all applaud this materia)
rehabilitation of the old town, 1t is
agreeable o be able to testify that its
‘ownsons are not backward in endeavoring
to perpetuate its legends, chronieles, tradi-
tions and other landmarks in the still
more enduring form of liternture..  Chief
among these unquestionably stands Mr. J.
M. LeMoixg, \vhu hag ‘made’ a name. for
himself no less in the uatural seiences
than in thie domain of archivology.  That
guntleman is the anthor of several works
on the antiquities of Canada, and  es-
pecially Quebec, but he s crowned all
his other labors by his latest pablication
entitled Quebes Past and’ Present. - This
is wnoctavo volume of: considemble size,
well printed: and hound, aod worthy on
every necount of n place in all Canadian
libraries. ~ Nothing pertaining to the local
history of Quebhed is forgotten'in its pages,
while thére are hundreds of new - details
never ]iuhlialmd before, . A most. inter-

eating chapter is that devoted to thie gnto |

wd ,fom!u_r'ltlvun_zc. 1 dk fo by s v"l('lh'il
that the autha  did ngt eniboily “in: this
volume hig aceount of the srevts of - Quo-

e, “‘hlb]l lul(:l) ullpt‘llctl o ullun in lhv

‘columns of this journal. © A large appen-
dix containg defailed deseriptions of many
of tho ‘public: institutions and buildings,
‘some of them from’ the elegunt pux of Mr.
Lesuie Tuon, formerly of the. Cleronie e,
andd - at  present of the Montreal S,

Altogether we  take great pleasure in
rcwnmwmlmg Mr, ll-\ttn\ru work:

our readers; and we repeat that & copy of
it should be in the hbmx\ of every Cana
dian. .

THE - Mh‘ltl(,’i NFLAG.

From all ‘accounts, we are pleased to
learn that the Centenuial  Celebration of
the Fourth. of July wus in the highest
degree  brillinnt aml  enthusiastic,. On
tlml oceasion, oll kinds of reminiseences
were indulged ing both hy the omtors and
song writers, Une these coneerning
llu, American Flag ix of suflicient historic
interest to be ]xrm:nvd in our columus,

The American flag vriginsted inoa reso.
lntmu of Congress, June 13th, 1777

*That the !L\;, of the thirteen United
States be thirteen stripes altinately od
white : that the Union e thitteen stavs,
white on a blue fiedd, represinting a new
constellation.” - There were several flags
used before the striped fhye o Mareh,
1770, “a Union thay with el held”
was hoisted at New York on a liberty
pale, inseribed @ Gewrge Loy, and the
Litnaties of Ameries,” amd on the othes
alite + 4 No Popery.” O the 1S0h Judy,
1778, tien, Putnam raised Proepret
Hitl & thg bearing the Conneetiont suotto
Sout Transtalit Sustinet,” ou the
“An Appeal to Heaven™  In October o
Pthe same yrar, the Uoating batteries
Boston Bad a fhagr with = An Apped o
“Heaven T the feld white, with apane
tree Mpon it Mosstehitiaetts

\)

uﬂw".

This was the

emblet,  Another Hag geedduring 1770,
in some of e coloniez, had upon it a
ratthestinke eotled, with the wotio o Don’t
Tread on Me”  Thie grand Unien
of thirtern stripes was  sdaed on the
lu‘i;:ht.a wear Boston, hupaary 2wl 1755
The  ¥Fnghsh xv”u!u« thonght the uew
flase was s tken of wdunission, The idea
of making each =inpe for o Stte wae
Cadapled from the fints The pine tiee,
rattlesnake and striped g were uaied
fmdiseriminately watit July, 1777, when

the blue with thestans was addad o the
stripes, and the oz ratablished by Lo,
when by aet of Congress the stripes werr
redduced G the old thirtesu s andd
star = whled to the Union at the intr
duction of cach new State. The ary

Liew o

standard tag i fied ag <ix feet six inehes,

hy four feet fonr inehesothe fimst stripe
at the top is ved. next white and so oo,
the last being red o the blue field for the
stam s the width aml squire of the fira

seven sbripes, vz four yed and thaee
white,
UNITED STATEN TREATIES.

We learn fronr a correspondent at O
tawa that the free navigation of United
States Uanals, reported to have been given
to Canadian vessels under the terns of the
Treaty of Washingten, has been o ham-
pered with vexatious restrictions as to he
practically valueless ' We cannot honest-
Iy say that this announceinent causes vory
wnch suvprise. I is corminly in vapm"
with all that has preceded on the sane
subjecty It is plain frony the correspon-
dence Inid Cbefore Parliament that - {he
concession which the good faith of the
United  States, pledged  under a most.
solapn obligation,  required, was  not
granted wntil every shift of diplomacy
Tt been tried.and exhausted. © Then, we
were three or four weeks ago (ol with
flourish that ol Just United States Canals
were open o Uanadian: emfl,  Now it
votnes out that while the letter of e
Treaty s apparently kept, its spirit is
violated to such an extent as to rénder
the. conerssion  valueless,  Our corrs-
pondent further ‘informs us that reprisals
have bheen determined in such way ns 1o
subjeet United States versels in Canadian
waters ty preeisely the soue restrictions as
ours.are subjeeted <o o theins. I the

populac udage, what is good for the goose



