THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

Parliament of the said Proviuce, passed in the
third year of Her Mujesty’s refgu, entituled, *An
Act to amend an Act passed in the ninth yenr
of King George the Fuurth, chapter second,
entituled, An Act for the relief of the Lteligions
Societies therein mentioned,” to other denominm-
tions ol Christians than those therein enume-
rated :

Be it therefore enacted, &c., That whenever
uny Religious Society or Congregation of Chiris-
tiang, in thut part of the Provinge called Upper
Canadau, shall have oceasion to tuke o conveyance

cof land for any of the uses aforesaid, it shall and
" may be lawlul for them to appoint Trustees, to

whom and to whose successors, to be appuinted
in such munuer as shall be specified in the deed
of conveyance, the land requisite for all or any of
the purposes aforesaid may be conveyed ; and
such Trustees and their successors in perpetual
succession,by the name expressed in such deeds of’
conveyance, shall be eapable of taking, holding,
and possessing such land, and of commencing,
maintaining, and defending any action or actions
in law or equity for the protection thereof, and of
their rights and property therein ; anything in
the Swutntes commonly called the Statutes of
Mortmain or any other luw to the contrary there-
of notwithstanding,

11, Provided always. and be it enacted, That
such Trustees shall, within twelve months after
the execution of such deed of conveyanee, cause
the same to be vegistered in the office of the
Registrar of the county in which the said land is
situute.

R - ¢
DISSENTERS’ CHAPELS BILL.

A very important judgment has lately
been pronounced in the Irish Chancery
Court under this Act. A suit involving
the right of the present occupiers of the
Rustace Street Meeting-house, in Dub-
lin, to retain possession, had been for
some time pending. Those oceupiers
are Unitarians, and the lineal descend-
ants of the founders of the congregation.
‘When that remarkable infatuation came
over so large a portion of the ¢ orthodox’
party in Great Britain and Ireland,
which darkened their moral vision, and
impelled them to a daring but ﬁ‘uit_less
attempt to snatch fr(_nn the Unitarians
those properties which had descended
to them from their forefathers, - the
congregation of Bustace Street was se-
riously threatened. The case was tried
some time previous to the passing of the
Dissenters’ Chapels Bill, but judgment
was deferred until it should be ascer-
tained what would . be.the issue of that
measure. The decision of the Irish Liord
Chancellor (Sir k. Sugden) in this case,
is of great importance, as it‘l'Cl-IN.‘DVﬂS all
uncertainty concerning the judicial con-
straction of the Statute. A few secta-
rian partizans who pretended to great
knowledge on the subject, but who

really pussessed none, had said that the

Statute would not give that protection
to Unitarians which was expected, be-
cause; as they alleged, the worship of
Unitarians was not, in the eye of the luw,
the worship of God. But in the ease of
those suge individnals, we may ventnre
to say, that the ¢ wish was father to the
thought,” and we are glad to be able to
say further, that their opinion was most
wofully erroneous. The Unitarians have
been protected by the Statute, as the
legislators who framed it, and passed it,
intended they should. The congregation
of Kustace Street have been secured and
confirmed in possession of their meeting
house and religious funds.

The judgment pronounced by the
Lord Chaucellor, wits long and lzll?om'e.d.
We quote the following extract from it,
as we are of upinion that the information
it conveys, may not_be without its use
at the present time, in our own commu-
nity i—

¢ ft was said that an Unitarvian could not take
the declaration in the 19th Gea. 111 ¢ 44, by
which he is to declire that he is a Christian and
a Protestant, and as such believes that the Scrip-
tures as commonly received among Protestant
churches coutain  the vevealed will of God,
That act did not vepeal the penal clause in the
1st William and Mary, against persons denying
the Trinity ; but this clause was repealed by the
53rd Geo, 111 chap. 160.  These were English
Acts,. The Irish Act of Toleration is the Gth

. Geo. I. chap. 55 but that, by see. 18, excepted

ersons who in preaching or writing denivd the
'l}'rinity. The 57th Geo. 111 chap. 70, repealed
this penal clause in the Gth Geo. 1., und extended
to Iretand the provisions of the 19th Geo. I’II
and the 53rd Geo. 111 —the English Acts: The
législmﬁre,_ therefove, has enabled Unitarmn's to
take the declaration in the 19th Geo. 111, The
legislature has abolished the penalties of preach-
ing against the Trinity, but it has not al'tcre.d the
nature of the religious doctrines profussed by
Unitarians, It treats them, therefore, as Chrise
tiane and Proteptants, sod as belicvers that the

Scriptures, as commonly veceived among Protess
tant churches, do contain the rovenled word of
Gods or at Jeast enubles them 1o wnke that deela.
vation il they think fit 5 and it was stated at the
bar that Unitavians teel no ditiiculty in availing
thetnselves of that Tiberty,

The nature of the several Acts allud-
ed toin the extrzet may be known by
referring to the last number of this
jourual, which, it will Le rememi-ored,
contained an  abstract of enactments
affecting religious liberty, passed in
Englaud sinee the Restoration.

——E—
“FHE CHRISTIAN LUMINARY.”

We have received the fiest number of
a paper bearing the above name, puab-
lished at Oshawa, Upper Canada. [t is
is
[

ssued under the auspices of the Canada

Christian’ Conference, and will appear
semi-monthly, The terms are one dollar
per annom in advance.

We are much gratified at the appear-
ance of another jonrnal in Canada to
advocate the cause of Liberal Christi-
anity.  Though known by a different
denominational title, we feel that we
stand on the same great hasis as the
¢ Christian’ Connexion. That basis is
the sole and sutlicient authority of the
Bible us a rule of faith, and a belief in
the strici tInity of God.  The former
involves, of course, the rejection of all
human ereeds ; and the latter, the re-
Jection of the doctrine of the Trinity.
Indecd, by our exchange papers from
the United States, ne frequently see it
mentioned by both parties that ihe Unit-
ariaus and the ¢ Christiaus,” should be
auited in all efforts to promote Liberal
Chiristianiry. They have lately joined
in the establishnrent of a new Theologi-
cal School at Meadville, Pa. with exeel-
lent prospects of success, and are labor-
ing together in the Western States.
Why, then, should they not cogperate
heartily in Canada, whore union is so
much required ?  Most carnestly do we
hope that the Christiun Lumirary may
be extensively encouraged 3 and if the
mwembers of the ¢ Christian® Counexion
are_not insensible to their interests.
most assaredly it will. 1 judiciously
conducted, it may be instrumental in ac-
complishing a vast amount of good.

That our readers may understand the
spirit of the paper, we present them
with the subjoined extracts from the
leading article under the editorial head.
There the writer says—

* We are of that class which have the misfor-
tune, (if'it is such) to differ from some of the
popular religionists of the present day; we reject
some traditions, and long established customs of
thase who have been denominated fathers of the
church, or in short we reject all ereeds and dis-
cipline of men's invention, and all dactrines,
liturgies and credenda which benr not the impress
of Jebovah’s seal.—Believing the Binne to be »
suflicient vale of faith and practice, the one and
vitly one by which the charch ought to be govern-
edvand the one under which they should, aud will
eventunlly be united.  We receive no doctrine s
essential, unless we find it plainly taught in the
word of God.  And while lelieving as we do,
that there is, as says the Apostle Paul, (1 Cor.
viii. G,) ¢ but one God the Father, of whom are
all things, and we in him, and one Lowd Jesus
Christ, by whem are all things, and we by himn,”*
und that this Jesus is, as Peter says, ( Matt xvi,
16,) “ Christ, the Son of the living God,” that
this fuith is the rock on which Christ built his
Chuveh, against which the gates of hell shall not
prevail 5 that this church is composed of ali that
love Gud aud keep his commndments, conse-
quently, the children of God, of every mume, are
all members of the sume church or fumily, having
all the same Father (God,) and all the sume head
and leader ( Christ), all possessing the sime spirit
of love to Gud and wman, all the one ohject in
view, the couversion of the world, and will
eventually gain the sume heaven.””

In cnumerating the objects in view in
publishing the paper, the writer states—
* Our oliject then is. candidly, aud in the spirit
of meekness, to present our views, (which we
think are seriptuval) that have been so much and
often misrepresented, und of which there has been
so hittle known in this land ; and it possible,
remove that prel aice which is so often an insur-
mountable barvier between us and our brethiren
of other orders, and also to present the pglorions
principles of the gospel of Christ, in a plain and
unsophisticated manner, and inplant in the wind
of ully and in a pavticular manner of the rising
generation, the spirit of rational Investigation,
and lead them to read, think, and act for themn-
selves in moral und religions subjects, instend of
following in'a servile manuer, the traditions and
usage of their forefuthers,  When men shall aet
on this principle, prejudice, superstition, and the

contructed spirit of partyism shall vanisk away,

while light, truth, moral lmprovement, and the
henevolent principles of the gospel of the Prince
of Peace would spread far and wide, the moral
desert blossom like the rose, and happiness per-
manent and lastiog be enjoyed by abl,”
———
REV. R, ¢. WATERSTON,

We take the following paragraph from
the Boston Christion World, by which
it will be seen that another Unitarian
congregation has been ovganized in
Boston, and that our friend, the Rev. IR
C. Waterston has heeu invited to be-
come the Pastor. Mr. Waterston is af-
fectionately remembered by the Unita-
rians of Moutreal since his visit to them
last summer.  For more than five years
he has been connected, with the Free
Chapel, in Pitfs Street, Boston, and has
Laboured zealonsly, and successfully, as
oue of the Ministers to the poor in that
eity. e is well qualified, both by dis-
position, and ability, to improve any
sphere of labour on which he may enter,

We ave informed that n new religious Socioty
has been formed and legally erganized in this city,
nuder the name and style of the ¢ Church of the
Saviour,” und that Reve R. C. Waterston has
received @ unanimous invitation to become its
Pastor. We also Jear i that measures are in pro-
gress for the evection of o Chureh,

The first veligious servives of the Society will
be on Sunday, the second day of March,

e Y
CURISTIAN COURTESY;

“ In the barren desert of sectarian
bitterness and controversy,” suys the
Boston Christien Register, « how plea-
sant it is to behold here and there, a
green spot, watered by the kindly
charities of our nature, which gush up
to the surface, spite of all hindrances.”

This remark is made by our cotem-
porary in connection with the announce-
ment of an elegant piece of plate, being
presented by the ¢ Second Chureh and
Society’ of Boston to the < Old South
Chuareh) The former are Unitarians—
the Iatter are ¢ Orthodox.

The circumstances which ealled forth
this presentation are these s—Abong u
year ago, the * Seeond Chareh,” in Bos-
ton, took down their ancient honse of
worship, for the purpose of re-building
on the same site. . While thus deprived
of a suitnble place of worship, the < Old
South Churel’ granted them the use of
their large and commodions vestry in
Spring Lane. In this place they contin-
ued to hold their religious services until
their own new chareh was so far con-
pleted, that they could meet for worship
in their own vestry.,

The picee of plate is a finely orna-
mented cup, of the form usually used in
the conununion service. Tt lears the
following inscription :—

To

Tur Oup Souvrn Cuuncy,
In memorial of
Their Cheistian Hospitality to the
Seconp Cueren axn Sociery,
1814,
e

‘CURISTIANS' AND (}NiT:\l(l;\NS.

The fullowing paragraph, is taken
from the Christian Palladium, a Journal
putlished by the ¢« Christian’ denomina-
tion in the United States. The editor
refers to a visit he has lately made to
Northern {llinois.

*¢ Our Christian brethren and the Unitarians in
this conutry make comnnon cnuse; and T trust
the result is, and will be good, By associating
together, they mutually lose their prejudice. The
Unitarian sees, that instead of the Cheistinns he-
ing wild and funatical, as he bad suppased, they
are intelligent, devoted, and rational Cheistians H
avdent, zealous, spiritual 5 but candid, rational,
bailding upon right principles, and ¢ worshipping
God in spirit and in truth.” While, on the other
hand, the Christian brother sces that the Unita-
vian is not so cold, so formal, so aristoeratical,
and unfeeling as he had thought. It is true he
finds some difference in theological and practicid
views 5 yet, he finds in him ¢a brother, kind,
devoted, zealous for right and truth, and a lover
of all goud men.  Ou these principles they strike
hands, and unite to extend the principles of peace,
love, purity, and union among their fallow-men.
Nor do they Inbor in vain. Light is spreading,
and most assuredly our sentiments commend
themselves to, and are highly appreciated by

many in the West."?

|

CHURCH BUILDING—LIBERAL DONATION.

The Unitarians of Hyde, (England,)
says the Manchester Times, are now conn
templating the erection of a church of
more than wusual magnificence ; and
Jjudging from present appearances, the
plan will undoubtedly be fully realized.
The subscriptions for this purpose have
commenced, and are going on well,
The Messrs. Ashtor, of Hyde, four bro-
thers, are stated to have given one
thonsand pounds sterling, each.

——
A VISIT TO MONTREAL,

The following is taken from an article entitled
“A Visit to Canada,” published in a late number
of the Boston Religious AMagazine.  Our readers
will perceive, that in alluding to the services of
the Unitarian congregation of this city, the wri-
ter refers to the time, when those services where

held in the temporary chapel, Haymur ket

* There was one place which interested us more
than any ather, in Montreal, and that was the
humble apartment where, like the early Cbhris.
tians, the smull Unitarian congregation wers
rathered together.  The walls of their pretty
chureh are however now rising, and with the
aid which it bas been the privilege of their breth-
ren in the East to send them, the building will
soun be completed. The Rev. Mr, Cordner's
society, though yet small, will then be much in.
creased, and in that small number there nre now
men, whuse devotion to the eanse of trath, and
ability to support it, arve, like Peter the apostle,
vocks, upon which the spivitual charch will be
firmly built.  'The Unitavian church in Mont-
real will bave wide influences, for many of our
fuith are scattered through Canada, to whom the
privilege of hearing any preaching consonant with
their views, is a blessing almost unknown. Many
were educated as Unitarians in England and Ire-
land, and, remaved to Canada, they cling firmly
to their views of the Gospel, notwithstanding the
disadvantage of haviug no church to draw them
together, and wnid the bigotry and uucharitable-
uess by which vhey are surrounded *—Dbigotry
and uncharitableness, which, alas, are all over
the world, sud proufs how much more the letter
than the spirit of the Gospel has been diffused.

After the simple services at the Unitarian
chapel were concluded, we walked to the Catha.
lie cathedral, which is the most imposing building
of the kind in Americn.  As we were entering
the cathedral, the regiment of I-Iighlnudcr:; passed,
oni their way to the Seotch church; they were in
full aniform, Lilts, tartans and feathers, but
without music, and ench carried In his hand a
small Bible, They are a noble looking band of
wen, and in their romantic dress make a fine ap-
pearance.  Taving just quitted our own most
simple form of worship, und leaving the High-
landers to proceed on their way to listen to the
old doctrines of the Scottish kirk, we entered
the cathedral, to see another form in which the
Christinn religion is presented,  The interior of
the ehurch is by ne means equal to the exterior,
amd we were told that the apchitect actually died
of a broken leart from not being allowed to
finish the ioterior uccording 1o his original plan;
—itmay be. truc; men have died in a less
worthy cause, A number of priests in showy
raiment were chanting before the altar

in a very
unmusical manner.

Every thing around us af.
forded a striking contrast to the meeting we had
Just left, as great indeed as the difference between
the views of the Christian religion presented in
the two pluces of worship.”

BOOKS FOR SALE.-

- p OR SALE, at the Ofice of ¢ Tux Biox
Cinustiak,’ Haymarket, in the house adjoin-
ing the American Presbytecian Church,—

THE ENTIRE WORKS OF WILLIAM
ELLERY CHANNING, D. D., in twe
handsome volumes, price 10s. ; in extra bind-
ing, Ila, .

COMMENTARY ON, THE NEW TES-
TAMENT, by Asier, Anzor Liveasonrg,—
Three vols. published.—>5s, per-vol.; 15s, for
the set. :

SKETCHES from the LIFE OF CHRIST,
by Mrs. H. V. Curney.—OQne vol, 2s.

LECTURES ON CHRISTIAN DOC-
TRINE, by Anngew I, Peanopy,~— One
vol. 41, 6d. o

COLLECTION OF HYMNS, by . the lats
Rev. Dr. Grrenwoon, of King’a Chapel,’
Boston.  Thirty-ninth edition. Drice 4= °

Compiled for the use of Unitarian Congrge
tions, : o




