
THE CHRISTIAN.
MAN A$ A WORS8HIPPEýR.

Man is undoubtedly a roligious being. Ho will
and muet worship something outside of ald greator
than himself, in some forin or in soma vay. What
Paul said of the Athenians, whose gode woro visibly
imaged in statues througlhout their city, might
almost as strongly be spoken of ail nations in overy
place; they are given to or very careful in matters
of religion. And in thoir desire to reverenco ail
that was divine in oreation they would multiply
their images of divine powor, so that if any divine
qualities wero overlooked in ono god thoy migit
be remembered and worshiped in the fori of sone
other. The Greeks, in their mythology, wero in-
clined to doify all nature. Ail tho powers or forces
of naturo were the manifestation of sumo god or
goddess. The storm, the sea, the mountain, the
plain, the bubbling fountain, the varying winds,
the changing seasons, niglit and day, each muet
have an appropriato god or goddese, or perhaps
both, as presiding over and making themselves
manifest through these different phonomonra of
creation. How strongly the educated Greek be-
lieved in theso gode I do rot attempt ' , discuses in
this connection. Thoy wero an evidence of hie
capacity for worship and religion at foast. And
thon, too, evon among heathon nations lacking ro-
finement the saine capacity and desire was seun in
the different religious systeme or religions observ-
ances they had adopted. They wore aIl feeling
after God, if haply they might find Him, though
had the soul been horiest with iteolf God would net
have been lost to it ; for the Almighty had started
the race with the knowledge of Hnieolf as Creator,
and the invisible things of Him were manifest fron
the works of creation, even Bis eternal power and
godhcad ; wherefore they were withou& excuse,
because that when men thus knew they 'did
hot retain this knowledge, they glorified Him not
as God, as lis works and providences might have
taught themn te do; neither were they thankful as
Ho gave thein food and rain and fruitful seasons.
And as they would net retain the truth of Him in
their knowledge they fell into idolatry. God gave
them over lu their roprobate mind te do those
things that were not convenient. As they would
net believo the truth they wero given over te be-
lieve a lie, and fel te worshipping the creatures
God had made instead of Him, thoir Creator, who
was God over all. Thus, in their perversity they
were made to illustrate the soul's deep need of God,
and its desolate, weary wickedness in trying te live
without Him. And it is so that God maktes the
wrath of man te praise Him. The fail of man into
idolatry illustrates the crying need of the seul for
God. Men may reject and have rojected Hin.
But they suffer loss in doing s, and labor in vain
te supply that loss in worshipping sorne of the
works of Hie bande. Professinig-to be wise they
become fools. Unwilling te accept Hiini lis ap-
pointed way they pursued' thoir own wilfui way,
and frein the deep, unsatisfied hunîger of the seul
they wore led te acknowledge their unhappiness
and misery without Him. For the hunger and
thirst of the soul was implanted there by its Maker,
and can only bo satisfied in Him. Forsaking Him,
the fountain of living waters, the seul goes forth tu
how out for itsolf cisterens; but they are broken
cisterens that hold ne water. Determined te go far
from Hlim in ils own way of life and pleasrer, the
seul of man will only spend its substance in riotous
living, as a great prodigal froin the Father's bouse.
And when it has spent all, and its resources are
almost exhausted, a groat barrenniess and desolation
is fuit, and a mighty famine arises in its history,
and it begins to be in want. It cries aloud in its
sensa of weaknesa and insufficiency. And when ail
experimonts and labors and in failure, it is ready
for a revelation of love and mercy frein the Divine
Father. And then, as it cernes te itself, ita true

lifo's lesson is learined, and it knows thlat only with
Him is there bread enough and to aparo, while
without iim, it muet perisih in its heimger. And
ail ti is clearly vorilled in man's religious history,
both before aud sinco the coning of the world's
Redoeemer.

It is a strange thing that mon will profit so little
froin their most tragie experionces. Even now we
are confronted with the saine truth of men'a pro-
ponsity for worship. If thoy persitently reject the
truth, then, liko a vescel loosed frein its moorings,
they are adrift, vitliout anchor or compases. Anld
they are ready te repeat the saine doleful experience
that the race was onding so disastrously when
Divine mercy came te the rescue. Even God's
favored nation was not able to witistand the
temptation of a faieu worship. And wlien Ris law
and glory wore ignored by His people, tbey wero at
the mercy of overy forin of error, and woro readily
ensnared with the lowest and mont debasing systems
of falseo religion. They were teopted and they feli
through disobedience, enacting over again the
tragedy of Adani and Eve in Eden, and of Cain in
his offering. They worahippod the gulidon calf
at Sinai, they passed their childron through the
fire te Moloch, they burut inconse te Baal, and
forsook the Lord te follow Baal and Ashtaroti,
they built altars and made groves and consecrated
high places ad wero ready to worship the hast of
heaven. And by such means they sought te supply
the want of the seul when thoy forsook God and
flistruth and their onlty sufficient purtion. And
the temptation te false worship is one of the devil'a
methods of gaining the soul's allegianco te himsolf,
for the sin of forsaking God can be se aptly dis-
guised under tihe nano and form of worship. Thus
he cones in the garb of religion seeking tu deceive
the very eleoct. Such was his last and %reatest
temptation te Christ in the wilderncss. And
Chriset's reply is the-true and only safeguaru for
man. It ie written, " Thou shalit worship the
Lord thy God and Hini only shalt thon serve."
And te man, the Lord God is revealed in Christ,
and ie only is the Way, the Truth and the Life,
and no man can com unto the Father but by Him.
And they are the true "circuimcision" who worship
by the spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus, and
have no contidence in the flesh. (Phil. iii. 3, R. V).
More anion. WM. A. WArKNs.

~ " AIT I."

When God tenpted Abraham te take Isaac his
only and beloved soti into the land of Moriah, there
te offer him up as burnt offering, ho did not consult
rthe Lord why ho should do so, neither didi he con-

suit his wife or his feelings-but did what the Lord
commanded him. Taking Isaac and his two servants
and the wood for a burnt offering, they came te
the place after a three days joerney. Abraham
said unto bis youtng mon, Abido yu hero with the
ass, and I and the Led will go yonder and worship
and cone again te you.

Maury, ne dioubt, would have consultud the Lord
before taking the journey and would have asked
many questions, why they should do such a thing
as to stay thoir only son and otfer him up as a
burnt offering ; and would have said, Did'st thou
not miako a covonant with me? Did'st thou not
promrrise tirat in me all famrilies of the earth should
bu blessed ? How can this thing he if .1 offer up
Isanac ias a burrnt offering? Thren feelings would
have taken Ihe place of obedience, and Godvi would
have been diepleased with themn. But not se with
faithful Abraham, h did just as ie was comandud,
nothing mure, nothing less. After the third day's
journey they saw the place afar off. Abraham
took the wood of the burnt offorinig and laid it upon
IsaRac hie son ; ho teck the fire in hie harid anld a
knife, and they went both of then togethor. Isaao

begins te question his fathor about the burnt offer.
ing, net seoing any lamb for the occasion, and said
unto his father: "Behold the fire and the wood!" No
doubt Isaac lad aeon his father offering burnt
offerings beforo, but this; lime there was no lamb,
and inquires of the father wher was the lmrnb for
a burnt offering? What is the answeor te the ques-
tion ? My son, God wvill provide Himself a lamb
for a burnt offering. Now they have ceine te the
place tint God told them of; and Abraham built
an altar thera and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac hie son and laid him on the sitar upon
the wuod. Evorythin- scoem siilent as the grave,
not a whisper is heard. Abraham stretches forth
hie hand and takes the knifo and is ready te etrike
the fatal blow when the silence is broken, and the
voice of the angel is board in the distance.
Abraham ! Abraham ! and the voice of Abraham
ie huard in accent low. " lro amu I. And the
angel says: Lay not thine haud upon the lad,
noither do thou anything unto him; for now I
know that thon fearest God, seeing thon hast net
withhold thy son, thy only son, from Mo." Was
thera a substituto foudti for a burnt offering in
place of Isaac ? Thera was ! As Abraham looked
behindhim ho saw a rani caught on a thicket by
his horne and offered hini up for a burnt offeringin
the stead of his ton. Well might Abraham be
called the father of the faithful. Where shall wo
look for greater faith than was found in Abraham ?
And on account of his faith and obedience te the
Lcrd's commande the angel cal te him out of
heaven the second ine, and said: "By Myself have
I sworn, saith the Lord, for because tiou hast done
this thing, and haut not withheld tlhy son, thine
only son, that in blessing I wili blens thee, and
in multiplying I will ynultiply thy seed as the stars
of the heaven and as the sand which is upon the
soa shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of
his enemies; and in thy sella shall ail the nations
of the earth be blessei, because thou hast obeyed
My voice." Obedience is botter than sacrifice, and
to hearken than the fat of rain. Just auch faith
as Abrahanmhad do men require in this our day.
Without faith it is impossible te please God. For
this ie the lova of God that we keep His command-
monts, and His commandinents are net grevious.

For whatenoever ie born of God overcometh the
world, and this is the victory that overcometh the
world evun our faith.

W. J. ME8sERvEY.

"LE STERN LIGH."

Soon after God had completed His creation by
making man in "Bis owni image and after Hie
likeiess," "H1e planted a garden eastward in Eden.?
Gon. ii. 8. The exact location of tii gardon is
not now known. Several fine locations have been
pointed out by able writers, but ail is conjecture.
The ravagea of time and the undulation of the flood
have put it past the power of man te locate it.
This is the first idea-that the east was a sacred
point of compass. After Cain had murdored bis
brother Abel, God gave hin a aore reproof, and his
sentence; lie went out froi the presence of God
and travell-i te the land of Nod, east of Eden.

When .acob was travelling fromt Bethe te
Haran h slept in the wilderness and had a remark-
able dream. Seo Gen. 28th and 29th chapters.
And as he pursued his journey he came te the
people of the east-his own relatives.

Leaving theo "Old Testament," we find in
Matt. ii. 1 and 2, wise mai fron the east; but
Luke gives a more fuil accouint of this wonderful
transaction, s fuill of cheer tu ia of the west. Luka
ii. 8 to 21. Those wise mon from the eat had seen
angels and Hie star, the star of Bethlehora, which
directed the wise mon te the infant Saviour.

-An interesting use of the word east will be found
in regard te the tabernacle, the pattern of whic
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