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THE CONSTRAINING LOVE OF CHRIST,

Wrnopnis of a diseourse delivered by the editor at New
Qlasgow, P L. Island, Lord's day, July 3ist.)

¢ Tor the love of Christ constraineth us; becauso weo
thus pulge, that if one died for all sheretoro oll died ;
and that He died for all, that they which live should no
longer live unto themselves, but unto Y who for their
sakes died and rose again.™—11 Cor, 5.14, 15, R. V,

It was no ordinary power that completoly
changed thoe aftections, purposes and life of a young
man of the honesty, intolligence and determination
of Saul of Tarsus, When it was known that with
over-incroasing earnestness ho now preacked the
faith which he once destroyed, Saul, like David,
was a wonder unto many. No visiblo advantage
could he gain by the change, but the vory reverse.
He was a Roman citizen,n Hebrew of the Hebrows,
a religious Pharisee of the strictest kind, and pro-
fitod in the Jews; religious above his cquals, far ex-
coeding them in zeal for the traditions of the
fathors, He had tho applause of his ruligious
countrymon whom he led in whut ho' considered
tha service of God. Why would ho count all these
advantages loss, throw them overboard, and joy-
fully accopt a hfe of poverty, reproach and bitterest
porsccution ?  Tho easy and popular solution was
ineamty. ¢ He is beside himself. No sane man
would muko euch a choice.”

1. Puul here gives his reasons for changing, He
was particularly anxious that all men might know

- wHY he wus what he was, There was onthusiasm
m his case, but theie was also sober philosophy.
God knew his enthusiasm, he waunted his brethren
to congsider his phiosophy., *‘If weo are beside
ourselves, it 1s to God; if sober, 1t 18 for your
sakes. The love of Christ constrains us, and this
is why we so judge. If ono so high and holy
as the Son ot God died for all those who were

- under the scutence of death for their sius, theu it
is the same as if they all had died for their own
sins. Justico 18 as well satisfied, Jaw as highly
honored as if all had died. His death was for that
purpose, and answers that end  We conclude then
that those who live by Jesus’ death should nct, as

. formerly, ltve for themselves, bat for Him who
died for them and rose and now Lves 1n heaven to
perfeet his work, Jesus show.d Paul how great
things he must saffer for Ilis name, and He showed
him hww to suffer by making him a partner. To
suffer with Christ was so grand that he as much
dearred to ** kuow the fellowship of s suflerings
as to ““know the power of Ilis resvrrection.”
Wherover his sufterings for Christ abounded, so
did his consolation by Christ. **He loved me and
gave Himself for me.” This is a love that nover
faileth, [t constrained Paul to sing prawes to
Gud iu the stocks at Phillippi. [t cheered him n
his Romau prison, aud fiiled his sou! with trivmph
as he passed on to martyrdom,

II. Others have since Paul's day been con-
strained by the love of Christ. William Caroy,
a shuemaker, burn in Eogland in 1761, was con-
strained by the love of Christ. Without educa-
tion and withvut money, he felt a desire that
nothing could overcume to go tu India to preach
Christ whero Christ had uot been known, He was
vigorously oppused by his brethren and ridiculed

by worldly men in what was considered a mad 1 rigid economy that there might bo means for moro
adventure. A famous British stateaman expatiated | missionaries to he supported.

in glowing terms upon the absurdity of *the
cobbler converting the millions of Itdia.” Ho was
publicly rebuked by a grave Baptist rainiater as

“ an ignorant enthusiact * for asking if the Lord’s | same love that cunstraing men and women to go
commission, Go into all the world and proach tho | into theso fiolds constrains His people to support
- gost 1, etc., was not binding upon the church. | them in the work and at ** the manifestation of

i aronsed in its favor,

| gladly accepted such o lifo in China on half the

Sdll ho travolled aud lectured and preached on
heathen inigsions until many of his brethren were
In a public meoting Andrew
Fuller £aid, *“Thero is a great mino in India reach-
ing nearly to the centro of tho earth. Who will
vo down into it 1 ¢ I will,” sard Cary; ““but you
must hold tho rope.” The two mon pledged
themsolves to each other and to God, tho one to
go into tho deep mino of India to gathor souls as
jowels for the Master's Crown, tho other to Inbor
till denth to raise menoy to support him. By the
arace of God both proved faithful, and God gave
the increase, Just ono hundred years ago Caroy
preached his famous sermon before the Baphist
Asanciation at Nottingham, foundod on Isaish
liv. 2, 3—** Enlarge the plan of thy tent,” etc,
otc. In his application he made twn points, viz.:
“ Expeet great things from God.” ¢* Attewmpt great
things for God.” These two have been the motto
of the Sucicty ¢veruince. That year the cobbler
offorod himsolf as o missionary to the Baptist
churchos, was accepted, wont to India, and then
lenrned their languages, and in less than 50 years
ho and his associates had translated tho Scriptures
into over thirly languages and dialects to be.read
by Indin’s millivns in all fature time. What but
tho Jove of Christ constrained these twe men—ono
to go into tho miune, the other to hold the rape.
Christ had a work for each. One hundred years
ago that missionury society began with less thao
one hnodred dollars. This year they .expoct to
raise one.million dollars, “Eepect great things from
God, Altempt great things for God.” It is only
those who expect yreat things from God who will
attempt great things for Him.

Adoniram Judson, pioneer of Burman Mission,
was consirained by tho love of Christ, He folt an
intense desire to tell the heathen of Jesus and His
love and must be a missionary, cost what it will,
Every thing tended to discourage him, but at laat
he reached Burmah, His labors were abundant,
his suflerings intense, among the people he came to
lead to Jesus. Two years he, suffered severe im-
prisonment, chained like a felor to a block of wood.
Ono year he wore three pairs of fetters, the other
yoar he wore five pairs, He must have died of
hardship were it not that his wife, though in fesble
health, came every day to the prison, and like a
ministering angel atiended to his wants arl also
tho wants of his fellow prisoners. These fetters
left on his body till death the mark of the Lord
Jesus, But he worked and suffered, expecting great
things from God and attemptiog great things.for
God. One thing he did was to translate the Bible
into the language of Burmab, and that great nation
can read in their own: tongue the wonderful works
of God. He isamong tho blessed dead who die in
the Lord and his work do follow him,

The Disciples have missiors in different ficlds
which are occupied, we trust, by men and women
constrained by the love of Christ.

E. T. Williams and wife, Carric Loos Williams,
who died on Feb, 11th, 1892, were serving.a large
nfluential church five years agoe in Cincinnati,
They were universally esteemed and beloved. But
they so felt for the heathen who nover hoard: of
Christ that they offered to.lcave all the endear-
ments of home and friends and go to Chioa, thero
to toil and it might e suffer death ss other 'mis-
sionaries have done. What bnt the love of Jesus
would urge them to such a sacrifice. But thoy-

salary thoy had in Cincianati, practising the most.

Additional missionaries &re now offering to go
to Japan, where the Lord is opening an offuc-
tual door for the gospel of His grace. The

tho sons of God” wuny doeds of noble self-sacri-
fice will appear whore tho friends of Jesus have
toiled, economised and suffered want that His
cause might bo supported.

A few years ago in tho City of New York a
laboring man cnlled on the agent of Bishop Tay-
lor's African Mission saying, I want to pay money
to Taylor's wission. Vory well, said tho agent,
How much? ‘‘Seven fifty,” ho replied. While
tho agont was proparing to give him tio receipt
he was surprisod to see him drawing out a num-
ber of larga.bills. ¢ Did you say seven dollars
and fifty cents!” asked the agent, * No,” he re-
plied, * but soven hundred and fifty dollars.”
“Can you afford to pay so much?™ said tho
astonished agunit, *“ [ ean do anything for Jesus,”
wns the ansver.  * What is your occupation 1"
arked the agent, ¢ I drive team at ten dollars per
woek,” said the man, * And you oan afford to
givo that sum for Christ.” ¢ Yes,” ho said; “and
I have some left.”

While the giver and roceiver faced. oach other
with moistoned.eyes,.a man standing, by romarked
to the young man as follows, ¢ Jesus must havo
done much for you.” *¢Yes,” he said, ¢ Jesus
has done much, very much for me.” ‘¢ You do not
give much to tho waloon I presumes” I nover
was in a saloon.” ¢ Nor .to -the theater?” *¢I
nover was in a theatonoither,” he said,-and walked
away.leaving the men to-talk sbout,.and wondor at
the covstraining love of Jesus. The agent’s.own
fealings on receiving such a snm from a laborjng
man helped him to estimato the feelings of the
giver when ho remembored tho words of the Lord
Jesus how he said *‘Ir 1s MORE BLESSED 710
GIVE THAN TO RECEIVE.

1 believe that the reason we do so Jittle to sup-
port foreign missions is becanse we do not suffici-
ontly consider the niatter, don't read, and think,
and talk enough about it, rather than our hard-
heartedness to refuse money to our noedy brothren,
when they are laboring to bring the lost to the
Saviour, Like anciont Israel we * do not consider.”
All thinking persons must see that the men and
women who leave friends and home :and all they
pussess to labor among the heathen have.no means
of living of their own, and are entirely dependant,
under God, on- what is raised by-the free-will-offor-
ngs of the frisnds of Jesus. These are the ones
who hold the rope, and if they let it go their
brethren in the wmine must fall and die. What
friend of Jusus can considor the matter and then
say in his heart and by his lIife, ¢ I will not hold
the rupo," and virtually address the missionaries
thus; ** You have so far survived the many.dangers
in your cpnrse, you have escaped the axe of martyr-
dom aud.the assassin’s- dagger, but you shall, not
receive my money, and so far as L.am concerped
you will be jleft to suffer - and die:cf neglect.”
Brethren I hopa better things of you, We must
hold the rope.

Thore are many bxcuses which oppose -Christian
liberality. - We are-apt-to feel poorer than others
when asked to help, and imagine ‘that others can
givo to the Lord’s cause and not feel it, but wo
cannot. Others think the same of ns and so_that
cause is neglected. We, are asked to give not
because money is abundant with uaand we can:give
without feeling it, but beoause the Lird's mopey is
passing through our hands, be it ever so.}ittle, and
JHis causethath need: of it. -What:respect.can we
havo for.a cause: that we will not supporb nnless.we
can do it'without froling it. There is no conatrain-
ing-love in such gziving., Jesus gaye up-everything,
atd then gave Himself to the death-of the cross for
us, and what sort of heartless trifling is it in us- to

'say we will give to'Him only that which costs us

little or nothing? Is this the way to-serve RHim
who loved us and.gave Himaelf for us?

. Again we are .apt to think that the money we
handle is our own. God calls it His. .: He deglares



