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GO VERNMENT 1'ELEGRA DES.

It le etated. on the iîigbest authorlty,
tat P>remîier AbbotL will l troduce or

cause te bc lntroduced a bill, the main
ehject et %vllh wvlll be the piaclng et te
teicgrapi under direct contral i tLie Gev.
crantent the sanie as ln lIritain. Ia the
latter country,te telegrapha have r.otbeen
a departinent preductiveofe any profit.
Can IL be expected tiiat there would be any
différence liere t The Dominion Govern.
1-ctîtVs conduct et the Intercolonial rail-
wit; lias net been successft frein a finan-
cial or any otiter point et vicw. lm IL pos-
sible fer thiem tu de any better with the
telegrapi iires I The scliemie leabis ee,
and in carryiig eut wvould hc productive
of mucit 111 feeling, becauqe IL %vould b.e
couupiained titat Its objeet le tu Increase
the patronage et tae mlnlstry. %vhile la
addition It wouid bc ebjected that thie and
thut piece of administrative policy would
have been designed for the mere objeet ot
controlling votes.

SLOGAN LAE.

Fcw Individuals er journais have spoken
more etrengly than wc bave done on the
sui>ject ef land grabiiuig and in condein.
nation et the practîce, which appeared te
have become a settled pellcy, forlIndividuals
te dlaimn and lie aliowed. te sequire for
purposes of specuistion large quantities et
provincial lande. iMuch bas been ssid
againet the systein wblchbhad su muis.
ciîievously prevailed, but wbicb there were
Indications ivas geing Le bo a tbing et Lhe
past, There have been, bowever, znany
persons who, latteriy, have net hesltated
te say that in connection wltb th. Siocan
Lakte Lande Uic action ef the Gevernment
ln cenneetion w1th te property wbich liad
been " rescrved," was iutended tu e It.L
away froin certain individua! gralibers and
place IL ln the itande ef what may ho
ternicd a corporate grali. Ilawever, the
paptr on the subject recently laid betere
the Legîsiature show that the Government
have se fer scted jiidicieusiy, Inasmucli as
se Sean as they knew that Lb. land had
been grabhed by a few apeculators, IL, put
a stop te their manoeuvre and wouid nct
permit a fcw men te Lake advantage of
tixeir position and their k-nowledge et Uic
country te the dîsadi-antage et the Indus-
try aud enterprise et boneat setLers

ELECTRIC I VIRES.

Tîtero eau ho ne wender, ln vliw et te
many cxpensiv'e experlences on the euh.
jcct, that municipal authorities% snd lire
undcrwrltcrs shouid have undertakcen te
deal -with the aubject et ciect.rlc iightlng
and efier clectric wlre connections. It le
iveil known how e&qiiy a fire le causcd ey
the contact o! twe wlres, snd, wvith ruany
peuple. Uic opinion prevails that as oee
stop ln Uic direction of preventing fires
Insurance Inspectors sbeuid lie espccially
careful trhten Lhcy examine propertiez, te
sec tu IL, that lu the buildings themselves
tîtero are ne hidden or open wire comenic
tions wbich by any process ef action cmi
ho productive et ire. In =o places te
municipal authoritles have their own edec-
trie ivire inspectera, and la athers the ruie
obtains that overhanRing wlres ef a-8

kinds must be done awvay wlvtii and con-
ducted undcr ground. Victoria ouglit flot
to bc beltind. Slie cati secure ail titis bc.
fore ovcrlianging wires beconue a source of
danger as weil froin tlîeir %weigit as froîin
tc fire they arc not utilikeiy te be tlic

meane of causlng.

PIL OTA GE.

IL is announccd titat the ,,Nanaillio pilot-
age authoriticsihave intimatcd tlieir luitia.
tion to put on a steain schooncr for the
Iturpose o! ailowing v'cssels to take on or
di5chzarge pilots ln the vieinity of Racc
Rocks Titis wNouid appear toeoa nove in
tic riglit direction; but Uie question net
unnaturally arises ef lîow tii action wIii
be regardefi by the aîîtlorities and the
pilots of the Victoria district, whlo and
wvhose arrangements cannet fail te be
affected more or lems by the action thus
contempiatcd. In titis way, vesseis instead
of puttlng on or di8charging tiîeir pilots
as now, wouid, it su seenis, bave te pier.
tarin that duty at 6orne ether point
WVhatevcr be donc should hu witli tie
llcarty concurrence et aiiconcerned. otlier.
wise te cenditien of affaira ay hie even
%verse thani before.

EDIZ'DRIAL NOTES.

Tui aest private Chine, telcgratns vvith
export figures shovt tiîat Uic total ship.
ments cf tes frein ail te ports ainouîîted
.o 63,150,000 ibs. en the Stii F-ebruary,
against 05.750.000 Ibs. at the saine turne iast
year, and 00,5W0,000 lbq. in IM8, tic expert
of Cengou frein Shangiial bcbng 26,000,000
ibs., against 27,000,000 Ibs.. and of green
tcs 5,800,000 ibs., against 5,000.000 Ibs. last
,year.

CAN,Â&îîÀ is tl.c oniy colony uttder British
rule that le witlaout a law regulat ing the
practiceoetcon-.eyancing. na acase befere
the dIvis!onaa court, the otîter day, the
Chiet Justice drew attention te the great
injury tiiat soinetimes resuits in permit-
Ling work efthLis kind te bc done by real
estate agents, and net by a person who
thoroughly understancis the business. IL
*e enggesteid that, the matter couid ho
renicdied 'iy provincial legislation.

Tins le the day et immense business
cembinations " yet 'we notice freni a Phila-
deiphia palier that ivhat is termcd, ene cf
the xnost gigantic schemes thet bias ever
ben prejected in te ieatîcr trac is being
attemptcd by a combination et Engiish
capitalists, wvioseeagents or representatives
have been for some timut ln tue United
States, being nothing more ner iess Llian
the consolidation ef the tanneries efthfe
United States inte a trust or tyndicaLe,
with headquarters in the east and a local
oflice ln cach statc. *The Englisît syndi-
cate bas aiready beeu fernîed, and one
million pounda ef iLs capital stock has
been %ubseribed for. The naines et les
niembcrs' have net yct been made public,
but arc stated to be ameng Uic most prein.
mneut leather merchants; in tiiat country.
The Induccint which Lue syndicatehbolds
ont te the Amierican tanners ls an entirely
new precess ef tanniug lcater by mcans
ef a llquid that practicaily ellitinates Lime
Imem Lbe operation. 'Under thc oid

metiîod, IL, takes frein torty te fifty daysto
tan a eai!skiln, wiiile with the îîew proces
IL ca hoe Aconîplislicd ilthiî ten )jours.
In additieon, tic reduced ceet of tanning.
materlai, labor and nîaciîinery brînge
down tue tauîîing te 50 per cent. et ILs
present ceet. Titis new nîethod wouid
doubtiese effeet a very great referai, but
our Aitierican fritnds arc net wiiat we
take tiîem fer If they de net Insiet upen
biaving Uic full iion's share ef ail tiîat le te
bc iiad eut efthLe departure.

AS TO TOWVNSITIMS, ETC.

'ro the Edliler ef the Coiîîtuîcrclai ,leuriiai.
Siit,-I nmust confess that 1 arn very

mucli surprie 'd at Tuie COMME.RCIÂL
Jouîî,iiu. reînaining sulent wbilc attenipte
are belng mnade byrertalnreal estatuagents
Iloat severai schemes, whicb, If encour.
aged, wiil resuit in tlîe disorganizatlon et
trade ln this clty. It le the mission et a
commnercial paper, I bave alîvays under.
stood, tu advauce tiie interesLe et legîti.
mate tradesand expese tewiies et Lbe real
estate agent, wlîo oniy desires te put
money ia lits own purse, ne matter bow
niuci the mercliaut or thc unsepbicated
worklugnîan, suffers. To the persistent
efforts of townsite boomers rnuch of the
present financial stringency cai ho attrI.
huted. The truc merchantilaneyer caugbt
by these enterprisce, but young men and
youngz weîuen whe have worked bard for
tiilr nîouey are led tu believe that by ln.
vestiniz in Lownsite property tlicy wll
double on their investmnt. The resuli l
that meney whlch ebouid bie clrculated la
!egitimate tradte channeis le thrown sway
on worthlecss townslte property, tiie eniy
person benefitted Lhereby belng tbe heart-
less real estate agent, whn very often la
incapable et eamng a living ln any other
way. I have cxamined .nto the poebil.-
ties ef eue or two ef these sciiemes, and
rcaily Uiey are se uawortby that 1 amn sur-
prised titat any persen tan be entrappedl
into liaving anything whatcver tu de wlth
titein. I wouid aise direct ynur attention
Lu the fact that lots are sometimes soid te
persons îw li are directly or indirectly inte-
rcstcd ln the firni liandling the property,
se that otiiers msy bie indnced Le purchase
property tiat is net ivithin ton miles et
eveui a habitable slîanty fly girI27g this
your attention you ivill lic fuiilllng Uic
promises you made as a commercial news.
paper.

Li refercuce to the aboeo IL might be
m.aid that Tur CoiEaatîcÂr. JOURNXAL bas
spoken very plaiuiy on thls subject severai
ties. Wc bave drivi attention to the
tact tbat property la 'Victoria, Vancouver,
New 'Westminster and Nanaimo waa
about Uic oniy kind that couid be handled
with any dcgrec cf salety. 1, as *1 Mer-
chant " afleges, - stool pigeon " practices
bave been resorted tu ln connection 'with
thbcse *"townsite " sales, we sasl, uîpon
satiuufactory preef, expose tue niatter. In
the meantînie we wlil keep our readera, ln-
tornied on the nubject.-Eu. C.e3uaaXÂ-CIL

The 2'degra»i, Vancouver, wlil sbortiy
bc dianged freni an evening to a iornlng
ýpaper.


