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tures remain practically without altera-
tion two or three years, They further as.
sort the superiority of gruvimetiic uethods
to volumetric in estimating theso prepaca-
tious. E. W. Lucus recommended that
extract of nux vomica b prepared by ex-
hausting with aciduluted chloroforin water,
jnstead of spirit, and adding a swall
quantity of glycerin to the evaporated
product. 11w further ndvoented a moro
general wloption of the furm of lindments
a8 semi-solid, such as we have in linjent
of iodide of potash with soup. 1. Ransom
reported that dguatin benns contained a
wuch smaller percentage of total alkaloids
than nux vomice. A, Turner advocuted
the use of prepared chalk with w small
quantity of bicarbonate.of soda and oil of
cinnamon as a typicar dentifrice. W.
Elborne dealt with the stems of Gnetaan,
as resembling Pareica. R. H. Parker con-
cludes, from cexperiments duly recorded,
that displucement of the residual spirit iu
the warc Ly water, when waking tiue.
tures, ete., is more economical than by
pressure.  This applivs only to manuine-
ture on the small seale. . C. J. Bird
suggests tho following improved formula
for B. . liniment of turpentine :—Oil of
turpentine, 16 tl. ozs.; cawmpbor, 1 oz;
stearic acid, 80 grs.; solution of putash,
. oz.;distilled water, 11 1l ozs. M. W,
Jones showed that extiact of malt with
cod liver oil is not so detinite in composi-
tion as it should ve. Samples of well
kuown brands werc oxamined and the
proportion of oil varied from 2 to 30 per
cent.  In a succeeding paper he comment.
el ou the loss of cthyl nitrite from samples
of spirit of nitrous cther after keeping at
least twelve wonths in well stoppered
Lottles.  C. Y. Stuart guve directions for
waking most of the animal extracts that
hava been in demand since the latest
vagary of therapeutic fashion. W, Nay.
lor communicated the proximate analysis
of Leonurus cardiaca.  Dr. Rideal added
some further cvidence as to the digestive
activity of papain ; apparently coucentra.
ted solutions are best and 40° C. is the
tempemture when the digestion is most
rapid. C. J. Thowmpson recommended a
mixture of cocon-nut stearin and whitc
wax a5 a basis for suppositories. It is
cheaper and cools more mpidly than cocoa.
butter.  An interesting paper was con-
tributed by Richard Usher, th:e medicinal
herb-grower of Banbury. [t dealt chiclly
with English rhiubarb and hienlane.  The
remaining papers on extract of [ndian
hemp, Chinese rhubarb, analysis of tine-
ture of iodine, etc. At the conclusion of
the business, the next meeting was arrang-
ed to take place at Bournemouth,

A short and sharp coutroversy has been
waged in the pages of the Lancet, between
Dr. Pavy, F. R 8, and Sir George John
son upon e subject of sugar in normal
urine.  For many years the former dis-
tinguished physician hixs mimintained that
sugar, in minute amount, probably not
more than 0.05 per cent. ix a constituent
of normalurine.  Lately Sir George Jolm-
son, basiug his remiarks upon the rescarches
conductod by Bis soa, has revived the

yuestion by pluinly stating that in his
opinion thers is not u truce.  Mr. George
8. Johnson vemoves all urie neid and
kreativine from the urine by means of
wercurie chloride und sodium acetate, vo.
woving the excess of mercury afterwards
by means of ammonia.  After this treat
ment he fuiled to get any evidenco of the
presence of sugar in normal urine, whilst
the addition of glucose, before such treat.
ment. was wlways discovered in exactly
the satne proportion afterwands. Mr. A,
H. Allen has tmproved this method by
removing the wercury by boilng  with
zine dust and subsequent tilteation.  The
zine i solution is tetained by the addition
of wunmonin which in no way atleets the
result.  Curiously cnough, Mre. Allen ar-
rives at precisely an opposite opinion to
Sir George Johnson and his son, so that
evidence on ¢ither side remnius balaneed.
This is a tield which pharmacists can wa
terinlly assist physicians Ly cultivating,
as the chewival work involved is too much
for the busy practitioner.

The distilled extract of witch huzel iy
not used in phartuacy as much as its mer
its deserve. It has Leen left to n few
utnufncturing chamists to develop its
uses under the proprictucy names of hoael-
ine, Poud’s extract, ete. s is supplied in
bulk by several of the large Awmerican
liouses and s well worth o position in
every pharmacy as a select proprivtary.
1t has been used for sowe years in this
country as a substitute for tincture of
arnicn in the treatment of cuts and bruises
with the best results.  The advantage of
a preparation almost entirely free frow
spirit, which is added only as # preserva-
tive in very small amount, wnd perfectly
harmless for fnternal sud externsl vse, is
obvious. Although its styptic propertics
have possibly beun overrated by interest-
vd persons, it certainly has astringent and
wild anodyne action which make it useful
in the treatment of simple wounds, whilst
its freedows from color and staining is a
great wlvantage. In combanation with
alum and zine sulphates it forms a very
powerful injection.  With & busis of lnu-
olini: and vascline and the addition of
salol it is useful #s an ointment for abra.
sions of the skin and irritation of mucous
sutfaces.  Tn collapsible tules it is ad
vantigeous to it a nozzle for its use as &
remedy for piles, cte

The attention which Mr. Jones' paper
on extract of malt and cod liver oil has
attracted will probably result before long
in an oflicial formula for the preparation
by the Formulary Committee. It is un.
doubtedly a fact that, in spite of vague
opinious on the sulject, the hest brands
do not contain nuythiag Jike 50 per cent. of
oil.  Nor is it advirable to try and make
such a preparation, as it i bound, sooner
or later, to separate. Still there is no ex-
cuse for such mnute proportions as were
foundd in one or two instances. .\ ;owd
workiny formula can be made using 25
per cent. of oil, and the addition of » xmall
quantity of omunge-tlower water, with a
traccformsphosphuricacid, isa pleasantand
uscful combination, facilitating digration

Thioforms, the basic bismuth salt of
dithio-salicyhe acid, hus been considerslily
Inuded of late ng nsubstitute for iodoform.
Certain German clinies huve reported that
1t is superior to jodoform in its antiseptio
and desiceative properties, and in veterin.
ary practice it lms been fonnd wost useful,
It does not form a solid cake but u supple
protective fayur which absorbs the serua
from the wound and allows it to puss
away. It has also been cmployod with
suceess for dusting the conjunctival sacin
cises of conjunctivitis and  keratitis, It
is inadorous, free from any toxicity, and
causes very little irritation oven on raw
surfuces. 1t is supplicd by the German
agents in London at 310 per kilo.

Note on Cocoanut Stearin as a
Basis for Suppositories.

Read by €. J. s, Phompson at B8 ¢ Confer
e,

Some years ngo several  exporiments
were made withhuview to utilising coconnut
stearin as a basis for suppositories and
pessarics, but luck of time prevented theie
completion.  The matter hnd slipped my
memory until recently, when n samplo of
the base was discovere:d prepared at that
time, and still in excellent condition

The suggestion is by no means k1 new
one, as Beady, in o puper read before the
Pharmaceuticnl Saciety in 1366 on ** Med-
icated Pessaries nnd Suppositories,” drew
attention to the fact that a satisfactory
hase for suppositorics could be prepared
from cucoxnut stearin

For this purpose b+ recommended the
following formuin

Cuocoanut stearin
lard 1 vunce.
Oilof pimensy ., 20 minine,

The esseutial oil was added to prevent
rancidity, and the lard as x tempering
medium,  This base, the author states,
“will keep unshnnged for any reasonsble
length of time, and leaves little to be de-
sired.”

From my own experivnce with this basy
it wis found much too soft, as it wiclts at
82% F, and the product when set will
scarcely bear haudling.

The cocoanut, oil of commerce, with
which you are all familiar, is the fixed oil
of the Cocus nucifers, usunlly obtained hiy
expression.  When pune it should be of a
tine white color, above the cousistence of
Ined at ordinary temperatures, becoming
solid at 40 or 507 I, and having a
melting point of about XU F. 1t has a
bland taste, and its pleasant chnracteris.
tic oddor is well kaown.

Most authoritivs now agree that it
wainly consists of a peculiar fatty princi-
ple ealled cocinin with small amounts of
olein.

Cacinin, when sspomlied with alkalies,
yields glycenue and cocostearic acid, the
formuln being givenas C, 0,0, Ac
cording to Allen, the maw constituent is
the glyeeride of lauric acid, C,41,,0,,
nud that the glycerides of myenitic, pal.
witic and stearic acids are alas present in
untable quantities 1t s readily solubloe

9 ounces,



