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Progress in the Manufacture of.
Pharmaceutical Preparations.

- — .

T Inst decade has been signalized by
marked progress in therapeutics, in respect
both to the discovery of new drugs and to
the new application of familiar ones. The
pharmnceutical art has kept pace with the
science, and has in many eases succeeded
in rendering concentrated preparations so
palatable that the repughance of the
patient need no longer oppose the appli-
cation of drugs. Germany is entitled to
the credit of being the pionver in these
directions, but it was reserved to Ameri-
can energy and American enterprise to
elevate the manufacture of pharmaceuti-
cals to the degree of perfection achieved
by the well known firm of Parke, Davis
& Co. Tt is this fir that has ever op-
posed the constantly increasing patent
and proprietary medicine evil and which
has insisted that the manufacturer of
pharmaceutical preparations should not
seck his profit in the scercey of the for-
mulie introduced by him, but only in a
manner cf production which safely permits
of the most scarching analysis, and open
competition.

None of the preparations manufactured
by Parke, Davis & Co. arc protected by
patents.  The formuke ave known, and it
1s only to the uniform excellence of their
products that the firm is indebted for their
universal recognition by the medical pro-
fession. A number of drugs, which have
been discovered in part in the labovatory
of Parke, Davis & Co, and partly by
botanists and chemists in  their _employ,
and have since been made oflicinal, have
thus become common property.  We men-
tion only coca erythoxylon, cascara sagra-
da, Jamaica dogwood, viburnum prunifol-
ium, grindelia robusta, manaca, gelsemium,
duboisia, eucalyptus globulus, yerba santa,
convallarin majalis, coto, cheken, and
pichi.

Also in that ficld of pharmaceutical in-
dustry, in whicl, in the interests of the
medical profession, greater accuracy, ele-
ganee, and palatibility are sought for
familiar ageats, Parke, Davis & Co. have
not been backward, Mention is due to
their normal liquids, pure, reliable and
absolutely uniform tluid extracts; their
soluble clastic capsules which facilitate
the administration of foul-tasting, disa-
greeable drugs like quining, castor oil,
copaiba, cubebs, 0il of cucealyptus, etc.;

their sugar-coated pills; their digestive

ferments ; their pepsin and pancreatine
products ; as well as their recently intro-
duced hypodermic tablets. This list, to
which we could add all the newly discov-
cred alkaloids aud glucosides, is too long
for continuation. This firm, which lave
gained for themselves & world wide repu-
tation for the excellence of the medicinal
articles manufactured by them at theirc
main establishimient in Detroit, have late-
ly determined to extend their manufac-
turing business into Canada, and to this
end they have crected a large .and com-
plete Iaboratory in Walkerrville, Ontario,

on tho opposite side of the river from
their home manufactory. Here they pro-
pose to munufacture all the standard
medicinal productsand fine pharmaceutical
speeialties for which their Detroit estab-
lishment is so famous, and we believe the
machinery and apparatus which they have
crected for this purpose are of the newest
and completest kind.  Parke, Davis & Co.,
whose energy, perseverance and original-
ity have to bounds, have recently placed
upon the market. preparations of beef that
are caleulated to fulfill all the requive-
ments for therapeutic and dictic use.

Styrone—A New Antiseptic.

Dx. H. H. A. Beach announced to the
Boston Society for Medical Observation,
in 1879, the antiscptic value of styrone,or
a compound of styrax and balsam of Peru,
but owing to the cost of production, there
was little demand for the drug. Now
that it can be prepared at a reasonable
figure, it bids fuir to enter into competi-
tion with other antiscptics, notably those
whose odors are objectionable, or that are
feared because of their toxicity. The
origin of styrone suggests the reason for
employment and eflectiveness of balsums
in ancient, and even modern surgical
dressings.

As an antiseptic, Dr. Beach claims for
it three important advantages:

1. Ffficiency.

2. Noun-poisonous character.

3. Agreeable odor.,

Surgeons universally admit the desira-
bility of an agent offering adequate pro-
tection to wouuds, and known to be devoid
of toxic properties. A fluidounce admin-
istered internally to dogs, produced no
unfavorable results. .As a deodorizer of
foul or offensive wounds or ulcers, particu.
Iarly thosc associated with walignant dis-
case or necrosed bone, it is as prompt,
efiectual and lasting as either of the offen-
sive or poisonous applications in conmmon
use. Its odor is not unlike that of cinna-
mon-water. In ulcerating cancerous
growths it may be conveniently sprayed
upon parts Loo sensitive to bear the douch-
ing nccessary for clearing the surface of
decomposing discharges. The following
formula hias been found useful in such
cases, with the addition of morphline as
required :

1 St?'n-nc ................. Tdem.
Glyeerin ..oo.... 1 drme.
Distilled water ........ . Lo,

“To raw surfatces, pure styrone is some-
what irritating ; but in the form of un
cmulsion with olive oil, water or liquid
vascling, it may be applied freely to open
wounds. In the pleural and peritoneal
cavities where the greatest opportunity is
offered to poisonous antiscptic for absorp-
tion, itanay be freely used without dan-
ger.  One part to twelve, with water, is
sufficiently strong to disinfect 2 foul and
ulcerating surface. Its action upon the
cholera bacillus is so marked that a trial
of it in cases of Asiatic cholera is indicat-
od. It may yet corroborate the briiliant
discovery of Koch by killing the bacillus

with which he explains cholers, and cur-
ing the pitient. A solution 1:60, with s
portion of glycerin added, tastes agreeable
and hus a gentle stimulating effect npon
the mucous membrane of the mouthy not
unlike that of ginger syrup.”

Dr. Beach further remarks ¢

@1 have known it to give great relief,
with diminuition of cough and expectora-
tion, in a number of cases where the
patients were subjects of phthsis, no other
medicine being ased at the time. Tt may
b substituted for carbolic.acid in gargles
requiring antiseptic action. 1 have ox-
cised the female breast repeatedly, and
after tying all vessels, washed out the
resulting cavity with styrone sand. liquid
vaselin (1.12), closed the wound with cat-
cut sutures, enveloping the prajecting
cnds of the drinage tubes with @ bunch
of charpie as large as the fist, which had
been saturated  with the mixture and
squeezed dry, then covering the wound
with two layers of sheetlint saturated
with the mixture, overlapping the in-
cision an inch on each side. A layer
of borated cotton was afterward ap-
plid to maintain an cven compression.
Upon removal of the dressing at the end
of cight or ten days, good union, without
suppuration was found. No unfavorable
effects from its use have been observed-in
any instance.”"—2%e JMedical Age.

HyduoFLuoric ACID AS AN ANTIFER-
aexTATIVE—That hydrofluoric acid is a
powerful antifermentative has long been
known, but a practical use of this prop-
erty has until recently been made ouly on
a small seale.  Some years ago an Eng-
lish sualyst proposed to preserve speci-
mens of milk, intended for analysis, by
adding to thew a minute quantity of hy-
drofluoric ~~id, which was, iudeed, found
to be highly cfficacious. Effront has now
made use of this fact for preventing the
development of too large an acid fermen-
tation in mashes from which spirit is to
be distilled. It lias been found that the
formation of lactic acid can thus be cither
retarded or entirely suppressed, and that
of butyric acid is still more cnergetically
resisted.  In consequence of this, the al-
coholic distiliate is found to be much
purer and less contaminated with odorous
principles, fuscl oil, ete.—Amer. Druggist.

New Courtce or Puanmacr.—S. S
Dewan has prepared plaus for the new
howe of the 1NMinois College of Pharmacy
to be crected on Dearbora strect, at tiie
corner of Twenty-sixth street. It will
consist of four stories and basament, 106
x 100 foet, pressed brick and stone front,
gravel roof, hard wood finish, steam heat,
clectric light, architectural iron work, and
the latest appliances.  There will be such
complete and commodious lecture and ree-
jtation rooms, laboratories, muscum and
library as will vendee it by far the most
thoroughly equipped college of its kind in
the country. Cost about $1000,000.

Exactness in little duties is a wonders
ful source of cheerfulness.




