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public sohools of tho city. Looking back not
quite half a contury ono beholds wonderful
chouges. n 1844 the registercd attendsuce
at tho achools was 1,104, while in '89 it was
28,287, ‘The most rapid incresse, as would
bo supposed, has been during tho last do-
cade, tho attendance in '80 being only 8,997
and in '70, 4,108, Thus it appoars that
while in ten years from 70 to '80 the at-
tendauce littlo moro than doubled, botweon
'80 and '80 it considerably more than
trebled. At prescnt there am 47 Publio

. Sclfools in tho city, wi... a scating capacity

for 24,080 pupils; and with a cash value of
81,214,088, including 81,175, the value of
furniture in nine temporary buildings reat-
ed by tho Board. Therd is only one frame
Public Schoo! in tho city, viz., the Island
school. Al the othersarosolid brick. The
valuo of the schoal sites is $153,230, and the
furniture is valued at $41,375. Somo of the
rules of the old Boards are interesting. For
instanco, rule 28, *Corporal punishment
must bo applied only on the hands,.and with
tho styap supplied by the Board.” Rule 30,
¢ Ono or more slaps given for the same of-
feaco, to tho same pupil at the same time
constitutes a case of corporal punishment.’
Rule 33, *‘The strap shall bo keptin the
Principal’s room and sent {for ca required.”
Rale 34, * The pupil to be punished shall
not be scnt for the strap.” Rule 30 is a
wonderful one, *¢ Corporal punfshment ahall
not be inflicted on any pupil unless ho or she
is willing to subinit to it.” When we read
this last regulation we arc amaxzed at the
spirit of submission to auchority possessed
by our fathers of the former generation.
Had they been like their scns of the
present tho strap would bavo mildewed
in the privzipal’'s room through lack of use.
Not many offenders submit to thostrap now-
a-days becsuss thoy want to, but becauss
they must.

There is a ** great big "’ iuterrogation point

<hich will peraist in obtruding 1tsélf beforo
the mental vision of many lay minds when
thoy begin to congider the subject of Unre-
stricted Reciprocity between Canada and
the United States, the policy which is
being somowhat definitely avowed by
Oppusition at Ottawa. And the ques-
tion takes this form: Supposing for tho
moment that Unrestricted Reciprucity
would promote the prosperity of our coun-
try, and that tho government should adopt
this as their policy, what then? Until the
goverument of the United States shalladopt
a liko policy, it would be madness on the
part ur Cauadians to open their ports
and to invitealland sundry to some in bring-
ing whatsoover they might choose. And
certainly, preseat appearasces give little
cacouragement to hope that the United
States would conscnt to apy such arrauge-
meut. Whatcver suspicion Canadians may
entertain toaching the motives which actu-
atcd the administration at Washington
when framing  their tariff  bills, their
spoeches in defenco of their policy are not
flavored with tho idoa of retaliation, but
with the notion that protection is absolute-
Iy mecessary for tho.benefit of their own
poople.  If this profession on their part is
sincere, Unrestricted Reciprocity does not
appear to havo come, as yot, within the
sphere of practical politics; for the Hitt
resolution, thoagh it looks in that direction,
has you to bo approved of by tho Huuse.
Will somo political genius inform the pub-
lic, soeing that nonc of its advocates appear
o have deemed it nocosary, how this policy
can becomie practical witheut the consent
thoreto of both partics concernod ?

How far tho party press ia responaible for

T

the unfavorable apinion entertained by many

of what is popularly understood by tho term

pelitics, it would be difficult to say. Thero

can be littlo doubt, howover, that the prac-

tico of magnifying the faults and minifying

tho virtues of leading men in the opposite

party, hasdono much to lower the popular

estimate of our legislators, and to create the

impreasion in many minds that theso who

mako our Jaws uro a lot of boodle huuters,

‘knuves and rogues. Of courso, the instructed

know better, know,that though there may
be and are some who have moro respoct to
tho honer or to tho *loaves and fishes” than
for their country, there aro not wanting
honest, upright men, who for their country's
sako are making largo sacrifices cvery year
in a financial- way; in order that they may
attend to the duties which their fellow-citi-
zens have imposed upon them. Thoy knovw,
too, that the representations of tho party
press aro always partial, and that while the
statementa concorning tho actions of a given
member of parliament may not contain false-
hood in what they affirm, thoy are {aiso to
fact in that they do not represent the man
in his integrity by faithfully cxhibiting bis
whole conduct, the praiseworthy as well as
the unpraiseworthy. But while the inatruct-
ed are aware of theso things, and are there
fore propared to appraise the oncsided re-
prescntations at their proper value, there is
a large scction of the community with whom
the case is very different. Being ignorant
of the tactics cmployed by the partizan, they
ave disposod to over estimato the charges of
incompetency, sclfishness, ctc., with the re.
sult, that politics come at length to be re-
garded as a questionable occupation in which
no respectable and truth loving man will
conscnt to engage.

It would be unjust, howover, to lay the
Llame for this atate of things altogether at
the door of tho party journals Without
controversy they aro sinners in this respect
and sinners excecdingly; but they are not
the only, if indecd, the greatest transgressors.
The churches are not entirely frec from
censumn in this matter. <Many ministers,”
says the Chautauguan, “and not a few
prominent laymen, scem to have lost all
respect for our present political methoda.
They claim that it isa sactifice of onc's good
namo to enter political life; that no man
can bocomne a legislator, use political machin-
ery, represaat his fcllow-citizens in the
halls of legislation, and breathe tho air of
political life at tho capital without being
contaminated, 3oiledand spoiled for any work
of nioral reform or Christian activity there:
after. Itis an adwmission that politics ar®
o0 intenscly demoralizing that the average
Christian character now building cannot
stand up against it. This logic teaches us
that good men ahould keep out of politics,
have nothing tr do with it. We should
hand our legislation ov  to men of weak
conscicnce and damaged character. Besides
it is an insinuation that men in our public
servico are of doubtful reputation.” Un-
fortunately this churgo as against many
ministers and members is too patent to be
denied. Thoy have fallen into the mistake
ot condeinning all political methods and
politicians bocause’ somo methods have
proved defective or been abused, and some
politicians have bmsely betrayed their trast.
1t docs not scem to have occurred to them
that without somo palitical method .sociefy
is impossiblo ; that if wholesome laws ate To
be secured, men of character 1 st help-td
make thom ; and that if juaticc:and oquity

must be lifted up; if they aro corrupt they
must bo purified. And the only way in

which the reformation can bo accomplished
is by the Introduction of good men with
conscienco and character, men who recog-
mzo ther responsibility to Him who has
ordained that {)olitica must be, und w ar
duty to their fellowinen-whow in love they
are bound 1o gerve, On this -matter tho
church must herself becomgy converted.

The difficulty of framing alaw so as to
preclude all possibility of tho original intent
being disreganied, i forcibly illustrated in
the caso of Major-Gencral Laurio and the
mileage. allowance. The provision touch.
ing thoallowance to members of parliament
for travelling expenses reads thus: *“There
shall be allowed to cach member of the
House of Conunons ten cents for each mile
of the distance between the place of resi-
denco of such member and the placsat which
the session 18 held, reckoning such distance
going aud comiug, accordingto the nearest
mail route, waich distance shall be deter-
mined and certificd by the Speaker.,” No
dorbt the supposition of the framers of the
law was that the represcntativo would live
some where within the bounds of tae Domia.
ion, and generally within the limits of his
own constitucncy. Nothing, therefore, wna
said concerning thoss members who might
choose to take up their residenco abroad.
‘This Major-General Laurie, who represents
Shelburne, N. 8., has done, having gone to
reside in Englend. Ho is said to havo de-
clared that his residence is London, and to
have drawn 3000 as his mileage between
London anu Ottawa, instead of $190 shich
ho received last year as hia milcage from
Shelburne. Though it is not to the credit
of the Major-General that he should have
insisted upon the largersum, as it exhibits
o mercenary spirit not to be envied, 1t s
doubtful whether he could be compelled to
disgorge sceing that the letter of the law is
on hia side. But that it happens notagain,
the law should bealtered 80 a8 to cover such
cases.

Were it not for the circumstance that
marvelous events arg transpiring every day,
and that it is the uncxpected thatalways hap-
pensthecredulity of Canadianswould be over-
taxed by the report of a resolution about to be
introduced into the Scnate at Ottaws, touch-
ing the constitution of that body, The man
who is likely to get his name into history is
Senator Poirier who has given notice of the
following resolution : “That an humble
address be prescuted to Her Majesty, pray-
ing for the amendment of thoB. N. A. Act
so that Secnators shall henccforward, as
their scats become vacant, bo aprointed by
Provincial Legislatures ; the Crown to re-
tain the right to the appaintment of tnnce
or six additional Scnators, as now exist
under the Constitution.” When Senators
themsclves, whom the outside world have
been reganding ax the most highly favored
of the nation, recaving a handsome wmdem-
nity for a work so light that the scssion can
be compared to nothing but a continuous
picnic, begin to find fault with the Conati.
tution of thcir Chamber, tho clectorate
generally will be diaposcd to listen. Itis a

ity that Scnator Poiricr had not gone

urther and asked
the Constitution as would have placed tho
appointment in tho hands of the people. It
is certan that the proposed change will not
satisfy the popular demand, which will;-be-
foro long, insist upon it that logisthton
irresponsible to the people shall: he' dosie
away with in & country which glimss
have & goverament “‘of the people
people, and for the pgo;ﬂc.’_’ ;

Tho promoturs :of antis
at-\ashington havexds

for such modification of 'his ¢ Zieagaes4%:
taif intil

tors &

tho members of Congress. This timo it is

tho religious bodies of the country that aro

begimning to move. Alarmed at the pros-

pect of rotalintory measuves on tho purt of

the Celestial government, thoy realizo that

not only aro thoe foreign Chrnistian missions

thero in danger of extuction, but that the

doorsmny bopermanently closed against them

s0as to provent further ovangelistic effort
on behalf of the L. xathen Chinese. This would

certainly bo a great calanuty, viewed from a
Christian standpoint, and must be peevented
if possible. The first gun was fired at the
New England Mecthodist Conference, which
prased o resolution the other dny denouncing
the anti-Chineso policy of the Government,
and _calling upon Congress to defeat the
pcndm;i- Deportation bill. An understand.
ing, itis stated, hns already been reached
between the Methodists, Congregationalists,
Presbyterians, and Baptists throughout the
country to inaugurate a simultancous politi-
cal crusade against Chinese restrictions, and
to compel Congress to permit them more free
access to the country, as once here 1t was
casicat to convert them. Considering the
nunerical strength of the churches mention-
ed itis not likely that the government at
Washington will have the temerty to disre-
gord their upited prayers. There s sucha
thing a8 greed overreaching itself, a fact
which these western politicians are likely
soon tofind out to their cost.

An interesting reference to the carly homo
lifo of the Germau Emperor, thar whom no
man living is attracting moreattention from
the civilized world, is found in an article
in tho Jllustrated American. Saysthe writ-
er: *“From his birth the young prince en-
joyed the affection and caro of parents, con-
spicuous by their love of democmatic sim.
vlicity and purity of home life. Neo moth~r
et watched over the sleeping and waking
hours of a favorite boy more intelligently
and conscientionsly than the Empress Vie.
torin. She inspected the nurscry at unex-
pected hours, tasted the food, saw that the
ventiletion was sufficient, followed nurses
and governesses into every detail of their
work, and scconded her husband in his aun.
bition to have their son respected for his
own worth, and not merely because of the
crown he might some day wear.” We are
not surprised at this statement when we te.
flect that \Em?ms Victoria is the daughter
of our own beloved Sovercign, whe, pecrless
among carth’s rulers, is one of the wisest
and most judicious of motherr. Did all
parcuts, and especially those whaose worldly
position offers the temptation to dismiss
their children to the carc of hirelings, exer-
cise the same lovine supervision, and have
the same ambition w0 have their children re-
spected for their own worth and not becausg
of any adventitious circumstance, the numse
ber of familics disgmced by profligate sons
would be greatly dimushed, and character
would s00n come to bo esteemed at its proper
value, as that which isabpve alfmwn;..,’r
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