THE GOOD

a- This accounts for its being chosen by
h.‘h‘\ls, as at once easy to climb, and also

fordimg a good view of the Saviour as
fmi%’%lled along (Luke xix. 4). Again, the
the 18 small, very insipid, and used only by
my, Poorer classes. Hence, & gatherer of
acduore fruit would belong to the humbler
'1\:“,&8 Amos implies (Amos vii. 24).—
g tree algo strikes its roots to a great depth,
byy,, 2 Size they correspond to the large
the C0€8 above; thus giving great force to
i, Tords of Christ (Luke xvii, 6), “ Say to
Tagg 8ycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the
g%" But the mulberry trece, with which
¢ confound it, is more easily uprooted

Cony MBY other tree of the same size in the
thpy Y- Theauthor might have added, that

Bregq VY branching top of the sycamore gives |
Lo, force to the additional statement of our
gt 3 - Be thou planted in the sea;” for itis

€ thou cast into the sea, there to float
to, Vear away; but, Be thou planted there,
of thow and flourish ; a beautiful illustration
the © 8eeming impossibilities wrought by
“y POWer of faith; as Stier says, in his
gy 2Tds of Jesus” (iv. 258), ¢ It is a perfect
iy H :31bilit,y in the course of nature, and so
n‘t‘lrzpe and symbol of the spiritual, super~
fnnlt“labgding of believers tirm in the tu-
it Us shifting sea of this world, Kl as
frec f offence and sin.” The wood of this
ing 3 80ft and of little value, thus illustrat-
X gy € mcaning of Isa. ix. 10, and 1 Kings
lo"I; -Ang, last of all, it grows only on the
Tug
n Ans.  Dr. Russell omits it altogether
Rot 1, 18 list of trees around Aleppo; it can-
o €in a plain so far north as that. It
gl‘t ?}f of the wonders wrought in Egypt,
RIM 83. Ixxviii. 47). Dr. T. might have
Vyep ferred to 1 Chron. xii. 29, “Over the
bau'an(f}'ﬂ trees in the low plains was Baal-
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- THE FULNESS OF JESUS.

To _
el ;he half of his kingdom, the Peysian mon.
g "OMised whatover his queen might ask:
Uy, by “lerouy, ri ght royal as wus hisoffer, it helps
;:f a n]‘h very meanupss—as a molehill atthe foot
ey Cuntain, as a taper’s fecble yellow flame
e"‘ima Againsg the blazing sun—to form some
H&lt Hi ofthe houndless grace of ony Lord Christ.
éﬁamo“ Singdam! He offers nothing by halves.
oonfipgtise 13 illimitable. « All wine ix thive.”
“?“tineug hig generosity neither ta kingdoms, nor
N Who;“' Hor worlds, nor heavey itself, He lays
i*'!ay‘ t];e Gniverse at the poor ginner’s fect.—
g n"“y With feaya and cares! There is noth-
"f,‘lx Ak ‘ﬁed that we shall not get—nothing we
rither thnat_We shall nog receive. ¢ It pleased the
'»‘Mfem % in him should all fylness dwell,"—
::"ulee(,n:giDivine wealth, it T may so speak ta
Wi tlteq {10 the bank of lieaven, and giving us

o credit there, Jesus sdys, « All thil $
‘N‘MR ys' t uga

0."..% r.: in puy«.boﬂwing, e shall re-

eir sycamores were destroyed with |
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' DANGER TO YOUTH FROM IM-

PROPER BOOKS.

Books of a certain kind are a fruitful source
of injury to the young.

Ours, we love to say, is a reading age; ands
few are the parents who do not feel gratified
to see their children become fond of this em-~
ployment. But we should make a great blun~
der if we conclude that all must be well be-
cause they subscribe for a magazjne, and are
often seen with a book in their handss What
tales of crime in its worst possible form have
been told within a few years, in some of the.
high places of our own land, as the known

i and recognized result of pernicious reading }

¢ Again and agzin have both adultery and

blood been traced to this single source. As
it regards the baoks with which the country
is fairly inundated, it may well be said, “ All
is not gold that glitters.”

If one contaius the bread of life, another is
filled with deadly poison. To say the least,
there is a kind of sickly sentimentalism per-
vading many of the faushionable volumes of
the day, which scarcely less really unfits the
reader for the duties of earth than for inter-
course with heaven. ¢ Such reading,” as
Hannah More well remarks, “ relaxes the
mind, which needs hardening—dissolves the

"heart, which needs fortifying—stirs the im-
3Ins, and cannot bear the cold of the

agination, which needs qnieting—irritates the
passions, which need calmivg—and, aboye all,
disinclines and disqnalities for active virtues
and spiritual exercises.” Young men must
take heed what they read, as well as how
they hear. The eye 1s as fruitful an inlet of
evif as the ear.

It is my deliberate opinion that thoughtful,
studious youth are exposed to few greater
perils than are to be found in books, So
fully am I convinced of this, that I could
see a large majority of the publications that
came in such crowds from the press consigned
to one enormous conflagration without &
lingering regret. The ahility to read and the
love of reading, like a thousand other things
good in themselves, have their attendant evils,
A bad book must exert a bad influence, and
the more touching it is in incident, and the
more captivating in style, the worse of neces=
sity this intlaence will be,

The heaviest eensures upon sach works
have fullen sometimes from the anthors them-
selves.  Goldsmith, though a very popular
novelist and writer of plays, gave this advice
in respect to the education of a nephew ;
« Ahove all things never let him touch a navel -
arromance,” Moore had gaod sense and

ight feeling enough to keep hiz voluptueua
lines from hia own daughters, though wot

'euough to preveut bis sending them whrged -



