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REVIEW or THE PAST YP.R.
The year that is past has been one of comparative peace and prosperity.

Eventful years, as a rule, are not happy yeare. No great facts stand forth
upon the record of 1872 ; and, for the interest of the majority, it ie well
that this has been the case. In Britain and her colonies the year opensed
with thanksgiving to God for the restoration of the Prince of Walee. The
Positivists would not believe that the recovery was due to anything but
natural causes, and somie of the boldest amnong theseunbelievors challengedthe
Christian ,world to an experimental trial of the efficacy of prayer. One of
fi best enbjects for trial would be the conversion of these infidels then-
mske . The legislation in the Bennett and similar cases in the Church of
]iland drove fr. Molynseaux and othe-rs out of the Establishment. Dr.
Pasey growled but would nlot be driven out, and the tinid Evangelicals, on
their part, show no disposition te give up the loaves and fishes. Arci-
bishop Tait set the heathen sojourners in London on their defence by ealling
attention to the need of mnissionary labours near home. One of the worst
features in the state of public opinion in many parts of England came pro-
minently forward, in th e justification of this contemptible defence by leading
journalists and others professing Ciristianity. The Englishi Presbyterian
Church celebrated the tercentenary of the founding of the first English Pres-
bytery at Wandsworth, and is thoroughly agreed upon the question of union
with the United Presbyterian body in Eniglanid, and in time with the Welsh
Calvinistic Methodists.

In Scotiand matters of education absorbed a great deal of public atten-
tion. The union of tie Chiurches is still in tie future ; and Dr. Begg, with
the rest of the anti-iunioiiQta, are fighting vigorously against the Mutual
Eligibility Sehene. Two border raids have attracted-a fair sshare of notice.
One is Dean Stanley's visit to the Established Chuirci ; the other, Mr.
Knight's to the Uniitarians of England. Dean Stanley was answered by
Dr. Rainy in a mamer that nay teaci hims and otiers the ditliculty' of lay-
ing a broad Church latform in the Presbyterian Ciureh. Mr. Kniglit has
abjured Mr. Martiieau . Two distinguished men, Dr. Normain MeLeod of
tise Etabished, and Profe-or lslay Burns of tlie Free Church, have been
missed from th( ir places. ' The tereenteniary of the deati of Knox was ee-
brated nut unly in Scotland, but throughout the Presbyterian worM.
Evangelistic work is tie Illiglands and other parts of Scotlad ias been
carried on during the pat year, principally by the deputies'of the Fiee
Church Asscebily, and las resulted in inueh spiritual good. In Ireland dis-
establishiment is working well for all parties. A greater share in publie
affairs is now taken by tiose who but recently bore the nane of dissenter's,
and greater activity ini matters of religion and Church organization is mani-
fested by tie once paid agents of tise State. Cardinal Cullen and tie Romisi
hierarchy have been en'davouring to get the supe-ntendence of education.


