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Tiho Crco Syllables.
In theso days, whon a many Indian-

chlildron aro onjoying the advantages
that aro offered, not only by day
schools, but ospelally by the Bioard-
ing and Industrial Schools, whore they
can learn Engliai so as to have the
gates of knowlodge, as it wero, thrown
open to thom, it is Interesting to look
back and think of the work that bas
beon accomplishod in the past, by
earncst and devoted mon, who labored
undor grdat disadvantages for the
good and advancomont of thu Indian
raco, long beforo railroada wero ovon
thought of, and whilo this country
was not knuwn -as anything butf tho
abodo of ild bouts and savago lu-
dians. Among thoso pioneer of the
Cross, nono has dono mòro, or is moro
desorving of honor, than the man who
Invonted the syliabic syatem of the
Creo language.

In the early days of missionary work
in this country, the only whito men
wero the missionaries and the fur
tradors. The Indians lived entirely
by hunting, and only visited the trad-
ing company s posis occasionally for
purposes of barter. Nono undorstood
any English, and we can easily undor-
.tand how helpiess a missionary must
have ftlt when ho liist camo ,among
them. Ho longed to dolivor bis mes-
sage, and hce has at first to do it in a
lame and .haiting way through anu
intorprotor, if ho coula got one. Ho
wont to work and loarnt the languago;
thon ho was ablo to speak to thom
directly, but he would soon find that
his oppotunitics woro fow and far
betwoon. and-ho would wish that his
I4.arers, scoutd ..carry with thom, in
thoir wanderings in the wilds, somo-
thing that would remind thont of the
truths that hchad ondoavored tomake
known to thom, or from which they
could go on learning and aiso. teach
others.. Ho wouild, as soon as he know
onough of the languago, commenco to
translato portions of seripture, hymns,
prayers, etc., and thon the next thing
would bo te teach the Indiars to read.
But was it possible te toach an Indian
to rad ? It cortainly was no easy
matter. We all know how long it
takes to tacli must children to road
even English. The spelling is the
groat difliculty, esp.Xaally vith the
long words. But what are long
English words compared with Chru
wiords? Take the simplo sentence,
"God is lovo"-in Crco " Mancto
sakîhiwawiniwow." What hope was
therothatan untutored indian, with
opportunities of rceoivinag intruction
fewand far botween, could ovor learn>
to spell out words of eight, ton or
twolvo syllables? Some method other
than th L'nglish.must be devised to
enablo him to road in his own tongue,
and it fell on tho lot of the loy. James
Evans, missionary at Norway house, of
the Wesloyan Missionary Socloty, to
ho privilogod to confer .the boon of a
ivritten language on the Cro nation,
by his invention of tho Syllabic
charactors. Tho Creo syllabics are se
simplo and so suited to the language,
that any intelligent Indian can, in a
week, acquiro a sufficient knowledg of

. them to bo able to porfect himself with-
out any furthor instruction.

It was ovor fifty yeams ago that Mr.
Evans invented tho Cree Syllabics,
and all other religious bodies, laboring
among the Indians, soon availed them-
solves of the use of the system. The
lato Bishop Hordon of Moosonee
was an enthusiast in favor of

the Croc Syllables. Ie andapted
tbom Lu tho lsquluxiaux laxîgýuiigo
aisoe. Mr. Evans' own connoction witit
the work was brought to a close by a
somowhat tragie occurence. le was
on his way up to Churchill river, they
had reacho a point. about midwa,
botwoon who the Church of Englan à
Misston at Stanley, and the Roman
Catholle Mission at Islo A-lar-Crosse
arc now situatd. The accidental dis-
charge of a gun In his hand caused the
death of one of his canoo mon, an
attached and faithful follower, nnd the
siock of this accident affected Mr.
Evans so grcatly, that lie not only folt
unoqual to continuing that missionary
voyage, but shortly afterwarda rotired
from the mission fild altogother.

Tho exact spot whoro the accident
ocetred, was pointed out to the writer,
more than thirty yoars afterwards. by
an Indian who was one of the canoo-
mon at tho timoe.

J. A. MACKAY.

"I .made my first long Indiain mission-
ary journey with Bishop Haro in Dako-
ta; After that journoy a lady said tu
me, 'What alû the Indians liko any-
way?

I'replied, 'They are browner thon 1
am, though net much, but otherwisd)
they are just liko us.'

'What do you mon?' she said.
'They ont tho sane nas we do when

thoy ge anything t ont, thov dress
the same as wo do whon thoy iot any-
thing to wcar, they liko the sane
thing, and they need the same things;
and the great thing thoy need is
work.',

"When I was going to Wisbington a
woman came to me and said:

'Whon you go to Washington, you
ask Governmont help me?"

'The Governmont helo you?' I said.
'--hy should the Govornmont help youi?
What do yot want?'

'Me want money. Ask Government
give me soe noney.,

'What you want money for?' I asked.
'Buy things, holp along.
'Woll,' I replied, 'I have lived fifty

years and the Covernment bas never
given me a penny. Why should it
help you?'

'Government not help you? Govern-
ment net givo you money?' she cricl in
surprise.

She thought, and the most of thoin
thought.that the Government supfoit-
ed us ail only that we wiere groater
favorites witb it than they are.

No, they are net lazy. Thoy will
work if you give it to them; but it goes
a great wav with them if yon can
lot them see that you work. too."
-MISS SYBILCARTER in Tho Red Man.

In speaking of Indian education,
Thomas J. Morgan, United States ex-
Commissioner of Indian Affaita says
that one reason for rotaining tho pupils
in Industrial Institutes for a consider-
ablo longth of time is that the influen-
ces of the school which are nocessarily
cumulative, may have their full force
in broaking up the bad habita acquired
on thoir Resorvation and in establil-
ing correct habits of regularity, indus-
try, thrift etc: in their stead. It is no
easy matter te change the habits of
any class of people alter they have be-
como at all fixed, and it is particularly
difficult in the case of thoso who, liko
the Indians, have bcon accustomed te
ways se ontirely foreign to thoso which
it la desirable for them to adopt nas the
pass from heatbonsim to civilization.'

A Kntowledge oflinllan Chairacter
We often hear the oxproteion mndo

usu of "knowledge of Indian charaoter,"
Se and se bas a good knowledge of In-
dian charactor.' "Ilo knowa how to
deal with Tndiains." and so on. Indianii
charactor is simply human nature, and
t.io man who knows best how t 'eail
with Indians, 1s ho who ondoavors to
follow the procopt that la of as wido
application as the salvaîtion olTored by
Uim who uttored the words, "Whantso-

over yu would that nacu should do
"unto you ovon so do ye unto thin."

Wo mako a mistako when wo fail to
incuicaito an ulamont of Christianity
into our civilization.

Te cnsuro a aet dwolling place:
Lot Prayor bu the koy o the morating,
and tie boit of the ovoning.

Whxat is worth doing ut all is wvorth
doing well. Douvorytting woll: mako
that the rule of your lifo, and livo up
tu it

Jdloncss is a groat curso, Industrial
olication is a rumedy for Idlence8.
Life does net consist in more pletaui c,
but wo must live to improvo oursolves
and try to make the world botter.

AN UNTitUTIL

Twvo young masons wmar building a
brick wall-the front wal of a h gh
house. Onoofthom, in placinga b:iac,
discovoicd that it was a littie thicker
on one aide than tho othor. Is, con-
panion advhdl him to throw itout.
"It ill make your wall untrue, Bon,"
lae saia.

"Pooh" answored Bon, 'whait diffie-
«uco wili such a trille as that mako?
Iou arm too particular."

• My mother," ropled lie 'taught me
that the truth is truth, and evor se
littio an untruth is a ll, and a lic is no
trii1o.

"Op" said Bon, ' tltxts all very woll;
but I am not ling, and havo no maten-
Lion ot lying.'

"Very truc; but you make your wall
toll a lie, and I havo road that a lie in
one's work is liko a lie in one's charac-
tor-it will show itsolf soon or late.and
wil, brixg harm, if not ruin."

l'1l risk it li this caso," answered
Be, and ie worked away, laying noro
bricks, and carrying the wall up higi-
or till the close o! the day, whon tlhey
quit work and went homo.

Tho next morning they went to i-
sume the work, wlhen, bohold! the lie
had wrotaglt out the rsuilt of ail lies.
The wall, gotting a little 8sant froma the
untrue brick, and more and more un-
trute as tho wall got higher, and at last,
in the night, had toppled over again.
Just su with over so littlo an untruth in
your charactor; it grows more and
more untrue, If you permit it to remain,
until it bring sorrow and ruin. Tell,
act, and livc the exact truth always.

An amusing story of Gladstonolatry
is told of a man,one of the toarists who
visited Hawarden in tho aummer. and
picked up a splinter of a trce as it full
fron Mr. Gladstono's axe, with tho re-
mark that it should bu biariod with
him in his colan. Tu which his wife
rotorted "If you'd worship God half as
"muci as yo worship Gladstone,
" you'd stand a better chanco of not
"gettingyour chip burnt."

China has lost her only sailor. May
ho rest in pouce. Poor Ting.


