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Tho Crco Syllabics.

In theso days, when so many Indinn-
children are ¢njoying the advaningos
that aro offored, not only by day
schools, but especially by tho Board-
ing and Industrial Schools, whore they
can learn knglish so as to havo tho
gates of knowlodgoe, as it were, thrown
open to thom, it i3 interesting to look
back and think of the work that has
beon accomplishod in tho pust, by
®arnest and devoted mon, who labored
under grout disadvantages for the
good and advancemont of thu Indian
race, iong boforo railroads were even
thought of, and whilo this country
was not known -as anything but tho
abodo of wild beasts and savagoe In-
dians. Among those pionoers of the
Cross, nono has dono more, or is more
desorving of honor, than the man who
invented the syllabic systom of the
Creo langunge.

In tho carly days of missionary work
in this country, the only whitw men
werg the missionarics and the fur
tradors. The Indians lived entirely
by huating, and only visited the trad-
ing company’s posts occasionally for
purposes of barter. Nono understood
any English, and wo can easily undor-
xtand how helpless a missionary must
havo felt when bhe thist came among
them. Ho longed to doliver his mes-
sage, and he has at first to do it in 4
lame and halting way through an
intorpretor, if ho could get one. Hoe
wont to work and loarnt the language;
then he was ablo to speak to them
directly, but. he would soon find that
his oppo:tunitiecs were few and far
botween, and-he would wish that hiy
hearers, . could. .carry with thom, .in
thoir wanderings in the wilds, some-
thing that would vemind thom of the
truths that ho'had ondoavored tomake
known to them, or from which they
could go on learning and also. teach
others. Ho would, as soon as he know
eaough of the language, commenco to
translate portions ol scripture, bymns,
prayors, ete., and then the next thing
would be to teach the Indians to read.
But was it possible to teach an Indian
to read? At certainly was no easy
matter. Wo all krow how long it
takes to teach most children to read
oven English. The spelling is the
groat difficulty, espeaally with the
long words. But what are long
English words cowmpured with Creo
words? ‘Take tho simple sentence,
“God is love’—in Creo ** Muncto
sakihiwawiniwew.”” What hopo waus
there that ap untutored Indian, with
opportunities of receiving instruction
few and [ar between, could over learn
to spell out words of eight, ten or
twelve syllables ? Some method other
than the English .must be devised to
enable him to road in his own tongue,
and it fell on the lot of the Rov. James
Evans, missionary at Norway house, of
the Wesleyan Missionary Socioty, to
be privileged to confer the boon of a

" writton language on the Cree nation,
by his invontion of the Syllabic
characters. The Creo syllabics are so
simple and 50 suited to the language,
that any intelligent Indian can, in a
week, acquire a sufficient knowledgo of

. them to be able to perfect himself with-
out aoy further instruction.

It was over fifty years ago that Mr.
Evans invented the Cree Syliabics,
and all other religious bodies, laboring
among the Indians, soon availed them-
solves of the uso of the system. The
late Bishop Horden of Moosonee
was an eonthusiast in favor of

the Greo Syllabics. Ho adapted
them to tho Esquimaux language
also. Mr. Evans’ own connection with
tho worle was brought to a closo by o
somowhat tragic ocouronco. Ho was
on his way up to Churchill rivor, thoy
had recached a point. about midway
betwoen whoro tho Church of Englan
Misston at Stanloy, and the Roman
Catholic Mission at Islo A-le~Croess
ar now situatod. Tho accidental dis-
chargo of a gun in his hand cuused the
doath of ono of his canne men, an
attached and faithful follower, and the
shock of this accidont affected Mr.
Evans so greatly, that ho not only felt
unoqual to continuing that missionary
voyage, but shortly afterwards rotired
from the mission ficld altogethor.

Tho exact spot whore tho accident
occured, was pointed out to tho writor,
moro than thirty years afterwards, by
an Indian who was one of the canoo-
woen at tho time.

J. A. MACKAY.

“I made my first long Indian mission-
ary journey with Bishop Harein Dako-
ta; After that journey a lady said to
me, ‘What ave tho Indians liko any-
way?,

I roplied, ‘They arv browner then
am, though not much, but otherwisn
they aro just like us.’

‘What do you mean?’ she said.

‘Thoy eat the samo as we do when
thoy gef anything to oat, thoy dress
the same as we do when they got any-
thing to wear, they like the same
things, and they need the samo things;
and the great thing they need is
work.’”’ )

* * »

“When I was going to Washington a
woman camo to me and said:

‘When you goto Washington, you
ask Government holp me?”?

“The Government helo you?' I said.
¢ “vhy should the Government help you?
‘What do you want?’

‘Mo want money. Ask Government
give me some money.’

‘What you want money for?’I asked.

‘Buy things, help along.’

‘Well,’ I replied, ‘I have lived filty
yoars and the Covernment has nevor
givon mo a penny. Why should it
help you?’

‘Government not help you? Govoern-
ment not give you money?’ sho cried in
surprisc. -

Sho thought, and the most of them
thought.that the Government supgoit-
ed us all only that we were greater
favorites with it than they are.

No, they are not lazy. They will
work if you givo it to them; but it goes
a great wav with them if you can
lot them see that you work, too.”
—Mi1ss SYBIL CARTER in Tho Red Man.

In spoaking of Indian eoducation,
Thomas J. Morgan, United States ex-
Commissioner of Indian Affairs says
that one reason for rotaining the pupils
in Industrial Institutes for a consider-
ablo length of timeis that the influon-
<es of tho school which are necessarily
cumulative, may have their full force
in breaking up the bad habits acquired
on thoir Reservation and in cstablish-
ing correct habits of regularity, indus-
try, thrift ¢tc: in their stead. It isno
easy matter to change tho habits of
any class of poople after they have be-
como at all fixed, and it is particularly
difficult in tho case of those who, like
the Indians, havo beon accustomed to
ways 8o ontirely foreign to those which
it isdesirable for them to adopt as they
pass from heathensim to civilization.”

A Knowlodge of indian Character

Weoften hoar tho oxpression mado
use of *“knowlodgoof Indian character,”
So and so has a_guod knowledgo of In-
dian charactor.”” “‘Ho knows how to
doal with Indinns,”® und so on. Indiun
character is simply human nature, and
tho man who knows best how w Ceal
with Iudians, is ho who ondoavors to
follow tho procopt that is of as wide
application as the salvation offered by
Him who uttored tho words, “Whtso-
‘‘ovor ye would that moen should do
‘unto you svon so do yo unto thom."

‘We mako n mistako when wo fuil to
incuicate an olemont of Christiunity
into our civilization.

To cnsure a safe dwolling pluco:
Lot Prayor be tho koy of the morning,
and tho bolt of tho evening.

What is worth doing at all is worth
doing well. Do overything woll: mako
that the rulo of your lifo, and 2ive up
to it.

Idloness is a groat curse, Industriul
clucation is o remedy for idleness.
Lifo does not vonsist in mere pleasure,
but wo must live to improve oursulves
and try to make tho world bettor.

AN UNTRUTH.

Two young masons were building o
brick wall—tho front wall of a high
house. Onoof them, inplacing a brick,
discovered that it was a little thicker
on one sido than tho other. His com-
panion advised him to throw itout.
+It will malke your wall untiue, Ben,”
ho anid.

~Pooh?” answered Bon, “whut diffor~
ruco will such a trifle as that mako?
Jou are too particular.”?

*‘My mother,” repled he “taught mo
that the truth is truth, and evor so
littlo an untruth is a lie, and a lie isno
triflo.”’

“0OP’ gaid Bon, ‘that’s all very well;
but I am oot lying, and have no inten-
tion of lying.’

“Very true; but you mako your wall
tell o lio, and T have road that a lie in
ono’s work is like o lie in one’s charac-
ter—it will show itself soon or late.und
will bring harm, if not ruin.”

“I'l1 risk it in this caso,” answered
Ben, and ho worked sway, luying moro
bricks, and carrying the wall up high-
er till the closo of the day, when they
quit work and went home.

Tho next morning they went to re-
sume the work, when, bebhold! the lio
had wrought out the result of all lies.
The wall, getting a little slant from the
untrue brick, and more and more un-
truo as tho wall got highor, and at last,
in tho night, had wa ed over again.
Just so with ever so littloan untruth in
your charactor; it grows more and
more untrue, if you permit it to remain,
until it bring sorrow and ruin. Tell,
act, and live tho exact truth always.

An amusing story of Gladstonolatry
is told of & man,one of the toarists who
visited Hawarden in the summer. and
picked up a splinter of a tree as it fell
from Mr. Gladstone's axe, with tho re-
mark that it should bo buried with
him in his coffin. To which his wife
rotorted ¢If you'd worship God half as
“much as you worship Gladstone,
“you’d stand s better chance of not
‘¢ gotting your chip burnt.”

China has lost her only sailor.

May
bo rest in peaco. Poor Ting.



