
as sila tended bier ilowerï. Tlaat old sang actud likt; a charm, ln
removing tlau barrier betwceaî us, and dissipating those causcloss
I(fears, wvhat.la never rewurnod again during that happy and memo-
râble visit.

Whlat a largu populatioun of people, cven ini tha most elevatc(d
jand înitullectual ieu, tlerc arc who lirefur laearing a simple

aid baiiad beture ai> tlsng clbe; altlîougli %ory many %vant the
courage tu coiifu ss ii. Look round you, for instance, nt the
soircC or cuncurt.ruuna-first, perlaiap. cames an instrumental
peribrmancu t, a Itr,.ant auJ popular musicitn, ivhose spirit,
as Bellini says of B3eethaoven, Il actually scems ta Cce tha li.
cancoivable, whilc is.fiîîgers perril the impossible !" À fcw
entor into the beauty of thec conception, athers admire and mar-
vol at t'le rapidity, and ait he sama timo the exquisita finish of
bis exceution. Soin(. lulied by tiiose sweet sounds, sull'er their

jtlîouglits ta wandcr away ia a pleasant, dreamy, idlctiesg, the
9peil of which is only brotccn ait last by their cessation. And
i.ot a few wonder wheax il is ta enid, and the singing bcgin.

Andtinowv follows anl italian air frorn the Iast7nev Opera.
Ilii the peuple: presutît, in tilt probability, do not undurstand the
langtinge, and arc trying ta look as if they did : but in spite of
tîmat spiendid v'oice, ii lis a duil aflàir fir themn. And even Mien
the talent of the satiger. riscs, as wve have known it to do, superior
ta ait language, eitectrif>iig, and taking the admiration ai hcr
lbcarcrs, as' it were b%, storan, with bier charming cadences, and

1bird.ike notes, and dfrawing down onc unanimous burst of ap.
plause-It à$ stili bu, a iuor triumphi compared ta that achieved
b>' aid sanigs.

-No, Ftn'.de,,r," wli:spca'cd an elderly gentleman nearcst
ta hÀs compnnion, -tiey are goiflg ta sing your song!"

Wc turied in% uluaatarily :but anc glance wvas suficient ta as-
sure us thui the taîaeulIe woman %vil looked up ta himn vith
liber sWcct, Io% itig >saile, wvas ano authoress or sang.writer, but bas

i iîfu ; alid Ille air. Vue n'bicla in al] probability silo had sung ta
bina ,car.i ago-befure they wercoînarried pcrhaps.

Tiie soig wa t.uciaiiîa and plaintive. Oid enough to have
is mL'-nioris-ilU ia"hît rccuîîîînendation in these days aof "new
musc'-aii could ti:iderstaiîd-maatyfelt it. Toars rushed un.
iiidden intio eyes. aâa'vat unused ta weeping. Those tvlio smiled
vîieil, and ure wur, -jj- i Çewv -ad voan hearts ta whorm sur-
row andJsPJrjcs., %tur0 but .names9, %*111 w~eep perchance when

1tlaey hear it aigii., ka.t di reculcection of that bappy evening, and
thase wlio atiade it2i fiappincss fo'r them. There were less appa.
rert mtaniicstatlon'. ui applause, and more deep and suaent grati.

1ficatioa. Theb eldci 4y gentleman wvas the only anc who did flot
look quite sattisfied.-aîotiiing could equal the remenibrance af
Fannyî sanging fur fi; andi yet as he srtid, 'lit was pleasaut
Çnough ta isten, 'md think of aid times."

A vcîîcrable.iuuka..g woman, îvîth the tears stili glistening on
lier pale chceexs. ai& u niournitig lit lber dress, but still more in her
face, taarned to whbi; er.suisaetbing ta bier companian

"Di %as aur poor Mary's sing-bess ber !"
W"c ianuglit of .. e-b silver tangucd," sa exquisitcly de-

scrib&d b. Cha-wtop..ZLr North, an lits paper on Christmas Dreares,
"as abouat to sang ais viti l>llati, %% ords and air alike, bundreds of

years old-aiadi biug she duili, wIaile tears begin to fait, with a
%oacu toa mouraaifuly beautaful long ta breathe belaw. AuJ cre
anothier Cliribttaas mtilt liave corne ,vith ils falling snowvs, duom.
ed to be mnet aoa citrif, but ta bc byninin laeaveti."

But, lifter al., thtL Miary referred ta mighit have been niarlrid
only, and gune ziay fromi the homne of ber youtb, or unlaappy.
1'lic word -ioujr" itaS a tlaausand significations, and is used in
endearmeait as wcll as caminiseratian.

Wlv AS At that %%t are Ilnever merry wlien "'e licar sweet
insiý Thnt, according ta Shelle,-

jr

.Out "ue -k.r.gs arc lhosc iitel <ci fsaddcst though,

Chn i laue Il au-gýit oi trui lu thae iild and poetical crcedi ai
*he H-inadous, regarding musical efliect, whieh they strictly con-
iaect with pnt;t crelits, Ixci<'ing thiat il arises (rom aur calnla niemory the airs af Pai-adise, hourd ina a state of prc.exsec
mistak-ing thle ilispirations ai genias for the dream of imimortali.
tyy The Egyptians believe that arin 'vere spirits fallen from a

brlghter warld, and that a genius stands at the entrailles of moritautaif with a Lethean cup la his band, from which every soul
betore il. wandarti out, is tarccd ta take a d'ep ablivious draught,
awakoning with only a con fuscd and indistinct recollection of the
past. Amnong thoe glimpscs dl' the Ilbotte r.lan'd,"' hart-nony is
suppposed ta ILoana of the mast froquentoccurrence. Plato lins
a siînilar faitli, and looks uýon the human soul as an exila from
its radiant borna, f'olIaved iy infinite aspirations, and haunting
recallectians ai tba Beautiful in si ghlt and sotind. IIaw exquis.
itely lias chis idca bren shadowed fortii b' onc aof the sweelest of
aur living paCtesses :*- _

"A ycarnir.g ta the Boitutifut denied ycu,
Shalt airain your powara;

Ideal *woîtnoss @hall avor.gtido you,
Resumd f'ront aura t

In ail your niusic aur paiheiic minor
Yaur cars ali cross;

And alt fair sighis ali mid you afidiiner,
Wiîh sensc af tus !"

I-ow atten do wva hear af sanie sweet air wlîich sems strange.
ly familiar, and vet, if we ever heard it bel'ore, il miust have bean
thîus-or in oîar d1reanis !-a wild crecd whichi Fancy revels in,j'at the same time that Reason rejects. But wvc willingly quit the
mystecries ai pbilosophy, for the realities af truth and experience.

A fe w year-3 sinice, ait a largo saircé, wbec liait' the campany
wero unknown ta us, we chanced ta sit opposite-lt lady, wvho,
but for subsequent avents, wvotild lu ail pî'obability have been

jpassed aver unnaticed iu aur enger searcil after the principal
stars An the literary laemisphre-thosa 'vandering liglits which
hit ever a strange charni l'or uis. Site was below the Middle
saze, with nothing strikiing cither in dress ai' manner--one oi
tiiose every.day faces wvlich Professer Lonsgfellow happily com-
pares ta -la book, ivbere no hune is written, save pasrhanps a date!"
On a sudden the humn of cnger voices was liusied into silence,

or ni hordlasuprese %viiper ;an soe necammen-
ced singing an aid Scotch ballad, simple aud claaracteristic, but
nat aemarkable for auy depth ao' sentiment. The heqrt circules
its owu pathos. The lady betare mcntianedi sbud aiýe, Ml'

chanled calor as site listened. Her bosomn hîeayd with some
hidden and painl'ul ematian. Sbe struggled evidently and vain-
ly against it, becoming lit lengtli sa fearfuily pale. that we could not
belp aslting if site were lit. Silo looked tip liait'-uncaasciausly-
the look wva£ no langer a fair unvritten seroîl, but deephy lnon.
ted witb the traces ai sorrowv aud anguisb.

I'Take nie away !" exclaimed suie wildly, and imaploringly.
111 cannat beu.r this!"

Mie ivent iiita thae antc.roam. Fortuuatelv there was no onc
there ; aud sitting dowu, s'a cavcred ber face with ber bauds,
and wept and sobbed like a chihd, evidently forgetting that suie
was aiot alone. And thîcu recovcring herself b>' a strong effort,
and ivith a convulsive Iaugh, tlaat was saddcr far thian teurs, be-
gan ta apologise for the trouble silo had given, and ta naurmur
somellbing about the heat and the crowvd, as site carefessly ar.
ranged bier dark liai r, so that it fell like a sbadov over ber pale

fc.Just then, anc ai ber part>', %vbo were ail atrangers ta us,
camnein scarch ai lier, and wve re-antered thîe roomn together.

WCsaiw lier once agoii iu tha course of the cvening-, laugh.
ing and talk ing with *nuch animation, and apparent gaieté defcoeur ; but faiied lu ail aur oudeavors ta learu lier name. Nor
zould our kind hostess, amng ber two. hundrçdl guests, bc

ibrougylit'to recolci and identify that particular onewho lad sotreal histor>', we wvere iorccdl ta content ourselves tvith imagin.
ing d ozen diffýeiat -.)es, ail mare or iess; connccted wvith Old
Saaas.

Sl'~iev ane a heurt," writcs L. E. L., "Iwithout its bidden'Îwouud !" And ive verily believe, that howcver outwardiy caîni
and self-passessed, ortci have their secret sorroW, unguesscd, un.-
pîitied, unrevealed. but for those lightning touches a? association,
whiicli, uuiock ing the barriers of a cold, but necessary reserre,
give us transicut gli npses of a sud and sorrowful romance, of.
tentamies when Ieast cxpected.

*mie E. B3. Barrt.
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