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Although hernia following abdominal operations is in'
the writer's opinion quite preventable, there is no denying
the fact that it occurs with sufficient frequency to render it
a bugbear more or less to every physician who advises -a
patient to submit to abdorrinal section. Rarely does a disý>
cussion take place at any of our great society meetings in
which laparotomy as a method of cure is recommerided,
without some speaker, generally on the opposition side,
making the objection that'the opening of the abdomen niay
be followed by hernia. Anid his objection is a very tenable
one, for-at the great New York Hospital for ·the ruptured-
and crippled, the surgeons report an appalling nunber of
patients' applying to them, in- whom thiis accident has hap-
pened after coeliotomy. • There nay not be so many of
these cases in Great Britain and Ireland, but even there one
lias only to read the journals for a nionth or two to learn
thiat it is rather a frequent occurrence. When it does happen
it gives rise to disturbances, discomforts ,and dangers which

aie sometines far greater than those of the'disease for which
the , abdominal in ision was made Manye ofc those ho
came under the writer's care were suffering from strangula*

SRead before British Gynecological Societ, ,5th April, 1899.


