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So gn-ined iust, noi be allowed to bias his mind. Tt is only t heusd
as an aid to his exiinati ion, and is té bctaken only as con firmory
or what. he himnself Inay observe. if h omit te ascert:iin myÙting
hefore visiting tho patient, he should .ot seek t remed I I oiss i On
bv asking le question ii his proseice, miles it b I oinwt n he is
porreetly willing he should hear. l'n connection vilih 1e obtamiùig
of outside evidcence, T mighl, saV that it is somnetilns of valuc o inspet
a patient.s letters or other writings and compare thnem wil those wrîtten
hefore tho .ttack began, bemuse /sch documients ofon prove. fru fi
sources of information. This riule' i·s especially usi[lu i ·doubt[nl
cases. Many lunaties wio arövery 'röticent ini duversation i n
what they write, reveal the morbid idens:. uIder. irich"the :iur.
Tlîe whole style of a letter the signature''and direction, 'nin show
tlhe predominant fancy in mania and mielancholia. or betra' the fnilure
of mental power characteristié of:dementia. General paroties leave out
leters, words or syllables. or tihey misplace themi . TIhe crossTing oit
of many words indicates a difliculty in thinking, wvihile the freqent
underlining of words amid addition o[ numierous niotes of cxclai Hion,
points to an abnormally exaggerated proccss of thought.

In most countries. the law demnds that th·'xaumination on which
a physician bases his cert.ilieate Lúsl. be made.separately fro
other medical practitioner. This 'should b renmenmbered, because
have known cases where consulting physicians rounde i.hdir m evilence
of mental disorder on the evidence clicited during -bh consultation.
If, therefore, two phsiciîans imake ean inntoi tocOther for the
purpose of consultation,. tley must, ère either of thcm can ·lemlly sign
a certifica.te, again visit the "patient, examiine, hia separate, and olicit
afrcsh the information to'be inscrt.ed. Othcrwise, r an [fture time
the alleged lun.atic were to bring a. a1ction for falsc imprisonnient, and
tle signer of the cer'ifléate: was examined under oath, th 'document
would probably bo declared' invalid for 'neglect of. iis precàution, 'and'
the maker, in all likclilhood, brougbit in for damagàs.

In confronting a patient it is best to do so undisguiscd. Tunatics
are, as I have said, often averse to seeing a doctor, for whicl reason
friends are prone to advis'. a resori to stratagem, one of tie comnmonest
being that the examiner should bc introdnced to tho patient as a lawyer,
clergyman, merchant, or tho like. This is a grievous mistake, because
in such assumed character he lias no f.air pretext for discussing the pa-
tient's state 'of health with him, and questions he may wish to put
are liable ta be regardeld as impertinent or absurd. Many of the insaue
are even preternaturally sharp and able to sec through the most cui-


