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July and August. The reopening of public schools
in Septeiber provides the next factor for a rapid in

crease ofcases - chddren go froi mons where diph-
theria has prevailed during the suiimer months,

perhiaps weari ng infected cloth ing, and sit side by
side for several hours a day with school-niates wlo

from st:l5o(nal causes have colge'Stedi tlroats. Tlie
Klbs- iefler bacillus can live in the mouth without

.imdiately giving rise to diphthcria. In the close
air of a s-iool rooi, therefore, many cases may be
caused by a few sources of infetion. It follows as a
matter of course that tic chilIu si kuns at hume

becoie's in turn a fresh centre, and so dit disease
deveiops into an epidi'IeC.

'hen again, the condition of the cit\ seners
deserves consideration. 'The present outbteak
has appeared principally in the northern and
western parts of the dity and, strange to relate,
comparativclv few cases are reported fron the
eastern part Ieond the Don. This wuuld induce
us to suppose that decomposing sewage had col-
lected in the closed and not pne/r ventiz/a/ed

upper ends of the sewers in the northern part of
the citv owing to insufficient flushing-and the
accuiulate(d gases of decomposition were gi en of
at the street gratings and probably intu dw ellings
owing to imoperfect plunbing.

If any one supposes that Ihe niodern s fstem f
plunbing and house drainage offers a suffiiecnt
safeguard against the inroads of sewer gas, we refer
hin to Dr. Allan's report for 1891, in which it is

stated that owing to defective connections betwecn
the iron soil-pipe and the tile house drain, choked
drains and dCfectihe plumbing, tht. smoke test

proved thiat out of 268 tests made, in only une \was
the plumîbing found tight.

Anotiher feature deser' ing of consideratiun is
that scarlet feé er prci ails at the sanie time. Few
physicians now-a-day s believe that diphtheria and
scarlet fever are identical, but the anginose throat
of a scarlatina patient certainly offers a faiour-
able culture mcdium for the gruw th of the geri of
diphtheria. The sanie remark applies tu measies.

There are many other features in the etiology of
this persistent plague which are deserving of
notice, and N hich have from t:ne to time been coni-
mented upon by sanitarians in Anerica and Europe.
Thei retention of the gernis in clothing, on floors,
wall paper and furniture, their distribution

through milk from infe"c ted mileli cows or milk
rendercd infectious by proximit% to cases of diph-
theria, the existelce of tlis disease in domestic
aninials ani birds, the conveyance of the germs
into dwellings fron dampess and had drainage
of the premises, or froiî offensive collections of
mianure and garbage and pollute U ater, are sources
of conta gion u bih iay be conbated by better
donestic management and more e\acting civic
hvgiene. The faut remains, however, that our
sy stei of public schools and Sundav sthools is
chiefly responsible for the existence of diiphthera
in epidtmit formin, and that improvet consLruction
and ventilation of sthou1 builditings have so far not

tended to nitigate the eN il.

THE MEIDICAL COUNCIl
BRITI1N.

OF GREAT

Tlhose w1o are otjecting to the representation

of the Ontario Medical Cuncil and asking for the
abolition of all school men on that board, might
well consider the composition of the British Medical
Council. Under the Act of 1886, we fimd that
it saill consist of the following mienbers, that is
to saY :-

Five persons nonunated from ime to time by
Hei Majesty, witi the advice oi lier Privy Council,
three of whun shall be noninated for England,
one for Scotland, and one for Ireland : one person
chosen from time to time by eaci of the following
bodies:-The Royal College of Physicians of Lon-
don ; The Royal College of Surgeons of England;
The Apothecaries' Society of London : The Univer-
sity of Oxford ;,lhe University of Cambridge ; 'lie

(ittf London ; T n v of Durham;
'lie Victoria Uniscrsity of Mancliester; 'J'he
Royal Colkge of Piysicians of idmnburghî; 'lie
Royal Culege of Surgeons of Edinburghi The
Faculty oflPhyisicians and Surgeons of Glasgow; 'Tihe
University of Edinburgh ; 'Tlie University of (;las-
gu 'he Un oersity uf Aberdeen ; The Univer-
sity of St. Andrews; The King's and Queen's
Colleges of Physicians in Ireland ; 'lie Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland 'lie Apotlhecaries'
lil of Ireland ; The University of Dublin ; The

Royal Univ ersity of Ireland ; three persons clected
fron time to time by the registered muedical prac-
titioners resident in England ; one person elected

[No 0v.


