easy matter, and one which did not lie
very heavily on their consciences, to
alter the 24 which denoted the day of
the month into 26. But that terribie
photographic plate found them out ;
and the small fine whieh they hoped to
evade was superseded in favor of im-
prisonment for the grave offence of
falsifying an official document. In
another case, a receipt for debts con-
tracted up to 1881 was altered to 1884,
by the simple addition of two strokes
in an ink which was of a different pho-
tographic value from the ink which
had been used by the author of the
document.

Many cases like these, relating to
falsifications of wills, postal orders,
permits, and other documents, have
come under the official notice of Dr.
Jeserich. Omne of these is especially
poteworthy, because the accused was
ade to give evidence against himself
in a novel manner. He was a cattle-
ealer, and had altered a permit for
assing animals across the Austrian
rontier at a time when the pre-
alence of disease necessitated a cer-
ain period of quarantine, .

The photographic evidence showed
hat 2 3 had been added to the
riginal figures, and it was necessary
ascertain whether the prisoner had
serted this numeral. To do this, he
as made to write several 3’s, and
ese were photographed on a film of
latine. This transparent film was
w placed over the impounded docu-
ent, and it was found that any of the
ages of the newly written figures
ould very nicely fit over the disputed
on the paper. Such a testas this, it is
vious,is far more conclusive and satis-
itory in every way than the somewbat
ubtful testimony of expertsin hand-
iting — the actual value of whose
idence was so clearly set forth during
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It is refreshing to turn to aninstance
in which the photographic evidence
had the effect, not of convieting a per-
son, but of clearing him from suspi-
cion. The dead body of a man was
found near the outskirts of a wood,
and appearances indicated that he had
been the vietim of foul play. An ae-
quaintanee of his had been arrested on
suspicion, and a vuleanite match box
believed to belong to the accused—an.
assertion which, however, he denied—
seemed to strenghthen the case against
him. The box was then subjected to
careful examination. It was certainly
the worse for wear, for its lid was
covered with innumerable scratehes.
Amid these markings it was thought
that there were traces of a name ; but
what the name was it was quite im-
possible to guess. Dr. Jeserich now
took the matter in hand, and rubbed
the box with a fine, impalpable powder,
which insinuated itself into every cre-
viee. He next photographed the box,
while a strong side-light was thrown
upon its surface, so as to show up
every depression—when the name of
the owner stood plainly revealed. This
was not that of the prisoner, but be-
longed to a man who had dropped the
box near the spot where it was found
many weeks before the suspected
. crime had been committed. The ae-
cused was at once released.

In conclusion, we may quote one
more case of identification, which,
although it does not depend upon the
camera, is full of interest, and is asso-
ciated with that other wonderful ins-
trument known as the spectroscope.
Solutions of logwood, carmine, and
blood have to the eyeexactly the same
appearance ; but when the liquids are
examined by the spectroscope, absorp-
tion bands are shown, which have for
each liquid a characteristic form. In

k celebrated Parnell inquiry.

the case of blood, the character of the



