
134 TE CANADIAN ENTOMOLOGI.ST.

upper face finer. First recurrent.n ervure received by the second subrnar-
gifl celi in the iiiddle, sýécond recurrent nervure receîved by the third
subinarginal celi near the base. -Spiracles of the first segment -of the.
abdomen situiated upon tubercles'

One specinien. Plainville, Conn., Aug. -o, 187.1.

NOTES ON THE HUMBLE BEES.'

BW G. 'J. B'OWLI-5*, M.%ONTREAL,y P. 0.

(Reai lle/;;-/e flioi/reai Ihwach of te Etit. Soc. of On/taria.)

Packard places the Hynienoptera at the liead of the Clàss Insecta, on
account of.the conipletencss of their firansforniations and the perfection
of their instincts. This is also the position assigned to, this* Order by.
D.ana. Packard tanks the Becs (Apid,,e) at the head of the H-yienop- -

ter4q, thus placing.theni at tlie very suiiniiiit of the insect creation. Cresson,
how'ever, in bis " Catalog ue of tlic Described Species of N. A. Hymen-
*opter,,a," lias them a long way down tlic list, after. tie An'ts, Wasps, etc.
Who shall decide wvhen sucix authorities disagree ?

1 wishi to draw attentioni to the Humble Becs of this part of Canada,
giving as far as I can the naniès of the species found here and sonie notes
on their economuy, flic latter cliiefly takze froni Puitnaîn's paper published
in [863.

The genus Bombis, *says Swainson, alpears to, be a Northern and
chiefly European and Anierican genus; thiere are very fcev inter-tro, .ical
species, and very few Oriental. Sonié of the tropical species, however,
are very large, iluchi larger tfian those found in teniperate climates. A§
regards North-America, Cresson, in 1863, enumerated 46 species, of wliich
the greater nuniber are found in the northerni part of the continlent. 1
have carefully tabulated bis' list, anùd undithat the arrangement of their
habitats is as follows, beginning at the Southî. Mexico 6, Southern States

3,Middle 7, Western 5, Kansas and Utali 8, California 2, New England
3, Canada 7,, Hudson Bay 5, Arctic. 13, Sitka 3,Greenland i, unknown
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