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ing the most explicit confidence that the silk can entirely supersedo the
cotton plant, Tts fibre or staple is longer and firmer aud of a gloss no
silk or satin can watch. During ten years I have planted cotton in
Yazno, Miseissippi Valley. My brand was sought by the Liverpool and
Manchester specnlator, and brought the higliest prices; nnd on that
practicable experience I gronad wy convictions with regard to the Sitk
Weed, and, as . Canudinn, I feel o double interest toward its success
for Her Mnjesty’s Goverment. I shall be happy on all accusions to con-
vey to your Excellency nuy further info-mation that muy be required,
and inclose you a few moro sceds, and remain your Excellency’s most

obedient servant,
(Sigaed), Fusveme W, Haur, M. D.
St. Louis Mission, May 1st,

Who kunows but this fibee plant, Sitk Weed or Asclepias, may, from
its hurliness, glossiness and fibrous texture, yet take the place of cot-
ton, which could not grow in Canada, lving so far north as it docs.
But this plant, borne from the heights of the Rocky Mountaing, may
find & more congenial home in the less rigorous climate of Canuda.—
Kingston Whig.

—The Librarian of the Literary and Historical Socicty of this city
has received a pamphlet by G. D. Gibb, Esq.. M. D., on the uzes of one
3fon.r common wild plants, viz: the Blood-root or Sanguinarin Cana-

ensis.

Tt appears that the Flora of Canada i3 likely to contribute egsentially
to the materia medica, providing new remedies for those ills wluch flesh
is heir r0. The Podophyllum or May-npple seetns to have & good position
as & remedial agent in the old country.  The Sarracina or pitcher plant
is now usel as a remedy for emall pox, and we hear that 2 lurge order
has been received in Queb-c to ship a quantity to France. The blood-
root, some six years ngo, was secommended s n sure cure fur cancer,
but fuiled ns & sure remedy @ whether it may be found of use in some
cases perhaps deserves further trinl. This time the blood-root is not in.
troduced to the British public as a specific far any disease, but its gene-
ral nction ou the huwmin system is studied, go thet where the physicinn
withes 10 produced certain efiects bie has to consider whether the Cana-
dian Llood-root will not sometimes answer his purpose bietter than the
remedies he has ugually employed The blood-root has heen made to
yictd its chemical active principles called Sanguionrina, which, of course
forms tie usual salts with sulphusic and other acids. We also notice
in the pumphlet formuln for powders, infusions, decoctions, vils, extract,
tincture, wine, syrup and ointment, on all of which we wish 10 make no
comment, excent that it indicates great attention to the medicinal pro-
pertics of the wild flowers of Quebec, of which attention, we trust, o
wore extended trixl will prove them worthy.— Quebec Chronicle.

— The Kingston Whig contains & long account of the proceedings of
a meeting of the Botanical Society of Canada held in the Convocation
Hall of Queen's College, for the purpose of clecting 1113 Bxcellency the
Gorernur General ag Patron. The Very Revd, Principal Lewteh, LL D,
was in the chair, and Professor Lawson acted as Sceretary.  Principal
Leitch announced to the mnceting the object for wlich they were as
sembled, viz. : the formal clection of Lord Monck as Patron of the
Society, & resolution having been previously passed by the Society to
elect him.  Professor Dawson, Secretary, had communicated with Iis
Excellency oo the subject, to whieh His Excellency had replied that he
would with pleasure accept the honor of Patron to the Society. The
Socicty formally elccted him Patron, Letters and other communica-
tion from Governor Maclavish of Assiniboia, and Dr Schnltz, Sccretary
of the Institute, Rupert's Land, Red River, were then presented to the
meeting. They expressed their high sense of the importance of geological
and botanical socicties for the diffusion of useful knoswledge. and said
that even in the far-off wilds of the Red River settlement their benefeial
influence was beginning to be felt.—U. C. Journal of Education,

— Silver is the foundation of photography. When this metal is com-
Lined with certain other elements, iodine, bromine, &c., if the componnd
is cxposed to *he sun's rays, the hold of the two substances upon each
otlicr i3 loosened in some mysterioux way, so that they may be then
separated by certain other substances which would have no cffect upon
them bLefore they had been cxposed to the light. This curious power
which the solar rays have of acting upoa certain compounds of silver
makea possible the art of photography.

Sitver is purcbased by photographers always in the form of the nitrate,
and in the process it is converted into the iodide, bromide, chloride,
cyanide sulphide, aud other compounds, nntall of which are understood
The editor of the Pholographic Newes says that not onc-tenth part of the
silver uged coters into the picture, and Prof. Scely, the editor of the
dmerican Journal of Pholography, states the amount at less than one
hundredth part. It is estimated that more than a million of dollars
worth of nitrate of silver is annually consumed by the photographers of
this country, of which more than 900,000 dollars worth is wasted. To
savo & considerable portion of this great waste is the object of the
invention liere illustrated.

The plan i3 10 set a vessel below tho spout of the sink in the labora-
o1y 50 that all the water used in washing the plates gnd othermanipul-
ations may pass through it.  The vessel is to contain & supply of some
substauce that will decompose tho silver salts held in so‘.u.tion in the

water, and form an insoluble compound which will consequently full to

the bottom. The substance nged i3 the protosulphate of iron, and it is

so arranged that 1t may Lo dissolved in quantitics proportioned to the

llol;lloullt of the liquid that pusges through the apparatus.—Intcllectual
server,

— The Commissioner of Crown Lands snys in his report of 1861 that
the experiment (begun in 1859, of trausplunting o) sters from beds in
the waters of New Bruuswick, having proved upon examivation to give
promize of success, it was this fall cenmtinued. Those 1aid down in
Gaspé Basin during the autumn of 1859, were examined and found to
be not only in a good state of preservation, but growing and having
every appearnnce of reproduction.  Athe trifling expense of $232.80,
300 bushels of carefully picked oysters from the banks st Carnquerte,
were planted about the same localities. Although the Legislaturo
has made a libernl allowance for testing the possibility of raising
oysters nlong our constagghe utmost care and strictest economy have
been observed in using the woney so provided,

— At Maltn, where Mr. Lassell has erected his magnificent 4-feet re-
flector, he observes the details of the moon with a sharpness and dis-
tinctness which he hail never seen before. He states that, if a carper the
size of Lincolw's Jun Ficlds were laid upon its suiface, he could tell
whether it was round or synare. le adds, in a letter to tho President
of the Royal Suciety, ** 1 see nothing more than a repetition of the same
voleanic texturc—the same cold, crade, silent, and desolate character
which smaller telescupes usually exhibit’— Iutellectual Observer.

— In a communication to the French Academy on the 9th of Juue, M.
Bean connects he practice of tobacco-smoking with that very painful
and dangerons disorder, anginn pectoris. In one case a gentleman of
sixty passed the greater part of one day in smoking, and duting a month
he suffesed violent pulpitations at night, accompanied by optression and
sho ting pains in the shoulders.  Onleaving off smaking, the symptoms
disappeared. Theee months afterwards he betook himselfagain to tobacen,
aad brought back the complaine, which finally left him when the narcotic
weed wasg definitively abandoned. In the sccond cage » physician about
fitty smoked cigarettes all lis spare time, his digestion was bad, end he
sullered nightly attacks of augina.  He gave upsmoking and the diseaso
gubsided, but sitting in a room fitled with tobacco emoke was enongh to
cange & retarn of the pains on the following vight,  Ju the third inst-
ance n physician of thirty-five smoked as lio went his rounds in the
conniry, nnd for # loag time suffered loss of appetite, One morning,
while smoking upon an empty stomach, bie was seized with frightful
pains in the region of the beart with constriction of the chest. He could
ncither walk nor speak, his pulse became iusenuble, hiis hauds cold.
The attaclk lasted balf an hour. By M Beau’s advice he left off smok-
ing, promising to let hun kaow if the diserder returned, which does not
apprear to hase been the case. In a fourth instance a young Sproiard
continually smoked cigarettes. His appetite vanished nnd bis digestion
became difficalt.  Onc cevening, while smoking, he felt asud enand
violent pain in the chest, asif he had been squeezed in a vice, and his
pulse became insensible. The attack lasted ten minutes, and being frigivt-
ened he consented 10 forero smok ng, and suflered o more. In & fifth
case a physicinn was snbject while n smoker, to constriction of the
thorax and neuralgic paing  In a sixth case a merchant suffered similar
atiacks, but stuck to his eigar, and his discase. In a seventh a henrty
man of seventy-five smoked desperately to get rid of his cnres, and had
three attacks of angina, the last of which killed himm.  An eighth illus-
tation was afforded by a smoking diplomatist who died suddenly under
similar influcnce. M. Bean observeshiat M. Bernard produced in various
animals a disorder resembling angina pecloris, by intreducing nicotine
into the whorax. e 2dds, that for tobacco-smoking to produce this
disease the practice must be in excess, the indsvidual endowed witha
pecndiar susceptibility, and likiwise suffer from some debilitating ¢ir-
cumstance, such as geicf, fatigue, or indigestion. Then he considers
that the sysiem caonot expel the matrer absorbed from the tobacco, and
nicotine can accumulate sufficiently tocxert a poisonous action on the
hieart. (Ibid)

—The Comples Rendus containgan account of experiments and observa-
tions by this distinguished surgeon, [Mr. Flourens] showing that wounds
of the brain arc easily cured. He cites several iustances of hurcan beings
who have recovered from injuries involving loss of a portion of their
brains, and advests to his own procecdings in introducing leaden balls
into thebrains of rabbits and dogs. He made a hole in the skull with a
teepan, cat through the dura mefer, and made a slight incision into the
brain itsclf, in which he placed the ball, which gradually saok into the ce-
7ebral substance, making & kind of fistula that cicatrized. If the ball was
not too ug, the whole thickness of the cerebrum or ceretellum might be
traversed without being accompanicd or followed by any bad symptom
or disturbance of funciions. 1e states thay, in 1822, he removed onc
lobe from the brain of various animals, who recovered perfectly, and
anly lost the sight of the opposite side; and he adds, *but the most
rematkable thing was when I removed the whole cerebrum, or both
Jobes. The animal deprived of his brain survived mose than a year, but
he had loat all his senscs and intelligence, and was reduced to an auto-
maton.”’ In another instance he ook away all the cerebellum, and thig



