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of the Kingdorn. he earthi rep)resent.s thjose wlho lizad obeyed (for
the tcnse is the 2 aorist) i-is Word, for herc it is assumed that the
ground is good. Fli hiarvest is thec enid of the .,,orld. For a time,
such, Mien, is the doctrine, Jesus Christ imprcssed his ý.\ordI upion
mcii's hearts ; then hce ccascd, anid so far as iminedliate agcncy (whicli
does not exclude thec %vork of the -Spirit) is conccriied, cvcii lc lias
as littie to do with its deveIopmc-nt (i. the miakcing of the impres-
sion it produccd comîplute by exteniding it tco ail God's peuplc, and
dcepeingii it to the utimost iii aIl), as if lie knicv î:ot the inanner of
the process, but 'vlicî thec coiîsumnation of uic Ki;igdonî lias taken
place, the time wvilI lîavr coine for H-im to itcrfere a second time in
His own pcrsoii, aîid that to gacthecr togetlîcr the citizcus of the

Kiîgdîîiiîd takec tlicm tu 1-1 iiisclf. A comparison of whiat is said
c.g. ini coini encîdationî of the unjust steward in Lulce 16: 8, wvill
showv tiat ià is not îîccssary to, interpret the clause "I-Flu kncwecth
flot lioiw finor closcly thaîi lias becti d0ne. Such li di is tie
tcaclîiig of the first part. 'Flic seconid part adds tlîat imii, by tlîeir
own efforts, uia.idcd by the personal prsence cif the liistoric
Messiahi, %vithout. the pressure of aîiy cxteruîal force, arc tu produce
tiiose resuits wlîicli Christ is t(> find at tlue cnd. Not cvcn a ra

criss des ic ppear, but to tie vcry ctndtfie work ,of developien t
bclongs to the Cliurch. It is at this point, 1 tliiiik, li-at mnauy miss
the truc track or iutcrpretation. Trenchi explaisis fliat cartli is put
for sccd. Othecrs assume thec saine thing, id accordi:îgly trcat this
clause as subordinate, as a sort of parcatiesis indeed. Bruce
righitly rccoguîizcs its indcpeîdeuîcc and mîakes it the keruiel of the
parable, but (as lus titie indicates) Iays thc stress upon tlie Iast
Part of the scentence, aîid, tlîcrcforc (following apparcntl3' Weiss),
considers the point of the parable to bc flic gradualneuss and pro-
gressiveness; of the groivtli, anîd gocs on to, try to Specify the stages
-)f progrcss, and to, lose hinîscif, as i venture to tl~,in thic attcmpt
(To tlîis iuîtcrpccta-tioni lie wits, as lic says, led by an expcrieuce .- licli
gave lîinî an open eyc for ail tcxts whlîi spcak of the wvaiting on
God, îîecessitatcil by the gradi-alness of Christian growtbj) Hc,
too, takcs the carth to uîîeau thec seed. He docs, indccd, spcak of
the carth's sporutaiueity, but the spouîtaneity of whlui lue is thiîukingy
is seen w]icii lic says tiat flic parable teaclies that il growf i in the
kingdom procccds spontancously by fieed lawvs over wliiclî the sub-
ject lias little or nîo control." But, according to the tcxt, it is fiei


