
676 A TRINITY 0P NONSTROUS EVILS DENOUNOED.

Traffic, the Drinkc Trafic, and Lieensing Sin-naturally lent theniselves to thý
expression of strong feeling; both speakers and hearers fully took advantaýe
of the opportunity. The opinion %vas expressed during th e evcning tliatn
the matter of the opium trade the Christian conscience of Great l3ritain lias
of late gone to sleep. The proceedings of Wednesday evening oughit to ,,.
somiething in valciag it up and keeping it -,vide awake titi the cause fo)rsuch
wakcefulnesshlas disappeared. The outstanding featuires of tie everinug ,."r
the powerf ully explosive uitterance of Dr. Taylor, of New York, the remarkb,
reception given Mr. Alfred Dyer, on lis return from India, auud the hiearti.
ness of feeling slîown towvards our two cloquent American brethircn, Dr. Uior.
don and Dr. P'ierson.

" 1The chair wvas takcen by Sir Arthur Blackwood, who 'as SUppor-tcd on
either sie by an array of gen~tlemen well knowvn for their active inter~tu
questions of national niorality. In the opening prayer, Dr. Parsons, of To.
ronto, struçkc an appropriate kceynote by his reference to the foc.s thait oppoe
the kingdom of Christ and prevent the salvation of men.

SlI. ARTHSUR J3LACKW'NOOD'S AT>DRESS.

"After sorne remarks on tîte îvisdoun of the decision to hiold such a incettn,
in connection Nvitlh the Con ference, thle Chairrnan said : 'Not as part o! a cul.ý
and-dried plan prepared beforeliand, not as an outburst of hasty eiithulsasnl,
but as the deliberate, solenin conviction of men and womea qualified tOjtjdýý,
you have decidcd to spealc out and denounce certain deeds andi practiçies, auj,
to deplore their terrible results. I arn sure I amn righit ia saying tliat wc do
tlîis in sorrowful confession of tic blamnewortliiness of the chlurchles, as %velî
as in solenin condemnation of these practices. Were it not for lack of ftti.
fui testimony, wvatehful attention, earncst prayerfulness, courageou utte.
ance, these things could neyer have attaiaed tlîeir present intagnitild.
Surely the standard of morals in so-called Christian nations and "overn.
monts must be low irdeed, whien practices likce those cannot only continue
unchecked, but be defended; and tlîat not merely on the gi*ound of e.xpedi.
ency, but of actual necessity. Where have the churches o! Christ been in tlueir
testimony against these tlîings? We must confess our own guilt. Ve 1,e
not met for discussion ; that tume lias gone by. Denuinciation is our object
to nig-:ht-unanimous, 1 hope, and velienient il need be. Wlat cause eau de.
niand it more ? It is to be the denuinciation of deeds donc contrary to everypre.
cept of the gospel, contravy to the wholc spirit of the Chîristian dispeusaton,
and evea protested against by the very heatlien theunselves. We are iudee'd
deeply thankful that no sooner lias one of those practices in its clear and ter.
rible character been fully exposed and recognized than the Britisi Ilouse ot
Commons resolved unaniniously (for tlîe fcw defenders of the practicedred
not record their votes against the resolution) that tlîis systeni slhotldl be
abolished root and branchi.* That proves, thank God, that the niorasuce
of this nation is still a]live witlî regard to sucli niatters. Bttdoonied systrnis
of ten 1live Iong_-, and your denunciation and your protest t o- n iht are noue tiie
less needful because, so far as that judguncnt lias been uittcrcd, this ting,,i
doonied in ail its horrible enormity and atrocity.

WcX are not only here to denounce, but to deplore the resuits, direct and in.
direcet, of these (tecds and practices. The direct resuits, alas!1 wlio eau sýti*

* «flils refarauco is to tlia fornial llconslng- of harlotry by thie flritisli Govcrliment for the gnuicu*
tien of tlua army ln ladin. A ficrce figlit lias bean going on aginst tha îawful and sandalou, iâ.
iquity for montis past, led on by Mr. Alfred S. b)yer, wlio ln relurahas boe itsazlicîl tXihai=b~
bitternaus as lita Pail .1ail Gazette onea rclvEd for uneovcring similar, tliough u'dlicened, ic.
lquitios l ondon. Tie Britishi Parliamaint was finally forced by tie terrible revelationt m3de3zl
the protests uttercd to rapeal tRia act, just as tlia Conféence cana togathcer.-EDs.


