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guage almost seems harsh and repellent. It was, liowever, dictated both
by kiDness and wisdom. Surh langugge never repels the right kind of
moen. It i8 intended to keep back those who arc not. In accordance 'with
the example of our Saviour, while we may gladly dwell upon the privileges
and joys of the life of a xissionary, we should not fail also, to speak et
the Iifelong expatriation, climatic disadvantages, the work of acquiring
difficult languages, the contempt and opposition of the heathen, the possi-
ble uncongeniality of ]nissionary associates, flie trial of years of labor with-
out couverts, and the " care, of ail the churches" when converted and inul-
tiplied. The question of duty should be decided in view of ail these
conditions and emergencies.

We may further inquire whether the pledging of young men and young
woinen three, four, or live years 'before they are expected to enter upon
their work is not premature and iii advised ? The time may not have corne
for such a decision. Who can tell what changes may take place while a
yonng man is in college ( r the s-eminary which niay necessarily change the
whole coùurse of his life ? God, who sees the end frorun thie begixning,
rnay eall and docs cail sorne persons Vo the nissionary work whea very
young. For us te do the same might possibly resuit iu positive irjury Vo
the- individual iu question and the cause wo wish Vo serve. Many -who
have thought that by signing the pledge early and using their utmost effort
f o induce others to do so they wcre doing a great servico to the mission
cause, bave found that their zeal was littie more than a temporary senti-
mental enithusiasm, expending its force long beforo the time came for
commeucing the work. A few years since a little compauy of student
volunteers iu one of our seminaries earnestly and almost reproachifully ho.
souglit a felIow-student Vo, sign t'ho volunteer pledge, but he could not
think it his dnty Vo do so. That student 18 now a missionary lu China,
but the volunteers romain at home.

As miglit neccssarily be inferred from the course pursued of urging ail
students indiscr.iminately to, sign the pledgo, a divine persoual cail is not
deemed nocessary, and the Jack of such a call is not regarded as an excuse.
On this point Vhe leaders of the movement arcelcar and outspoken. The
ontward cail is deemed sufficieut and authoritative. It is said : " When

youhear an alarm of lire yon do noV wait Vo inquiro whether you are called,
but respond withoul hesitation and do what yoa eau." \Ve muust, how-
ever, perceive that the reasoning by analogy from a lire alarm. Vo the cal!
from unevangelizcd nations is by no means conclusive ; and this illustra-
tion mi.;ght be differently rcgardcd by a person who had responded Vo a fire
alarin, but been told by a policeman Vo keep ont of the way, as ho wold
hinder rather than help.

The question, " Is a special divine cal! ueccssary 1" is of the first im-
portance. In even the smallest matters a Christian should inquire, " Lord,
what wili Thon have -me Vo, do " Hfow much more so in a question which
dettermines his ie-q r and ia so vast iu its sicope and far-reaching în its
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