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that any of thiem should ever entertain a proposition for efllecting or ineorp)orativug
an union between us and theni. liavinc, at the Period of the Disruption retained
My conviction that a country could flot exist without; a national church, and hein(,
equally persuaded tliat no other Communion would ever be recognised iii that Ca-,
pacity by the legisiature, or the cornamunity at large, thani that whichi continued in
possession of the status, privilegres, and temporalities awardcd to it by the tivil pow-
ers, 1 reniained on principle Nvithin its pale, and nover stispected that I had be-
corne a Secedler, by continuing to be where and what 1 had always been befre.-
In fact, it seenicd very probleniatical 'whether the now church (as 1 supposed it to
ho) wouid be able to support itself for any lengthLof tine ; and I expected that My
services iilicTht ho inade available ini brino-ing back the excellent men, with whom
my s-,ymipathiies and sentiments unitcd me, up'on just and honorable ternis, once
more withîn th e l"national" fold. In conf'orinity with these views, 1, froni time to
tume conversed and corresponded with somne of theni, and especitllr witlî my indus-
trions and venerated fiend Dr Chalmers; but the terms which i'e suggested ap-
pearcd to me so unreasonabie and so untenable that 1 was not surprijed at the aston-
ishment, and 1 almost said incredulity, with wvhich. they wero reeeived and repudiated
by such eminent public mon as 1 ventured te sound ulion the subjeet. Afler the
lapse of a few years, 1 found My position so C ill nrcyand comfortless, and became so
strongly impressed by ail that 1 observed or rend, in reference to the dcadening
and doL eterious influences which union with the State appears to entail upon eve-
ry communion which submits to the yoke, that I resolved to become a member of
the Free Churcli, and imaained that, in doing so, 1 dissevered myseif froni ail con-
nection with the -1nationaP' ehurcb, and became identifled with one of the bodies
(andnfot the only one) which holds that the ehureh is, quoad sacra, independent o?
the civil magistrae From that moment, however, 1 felt thiat it was useless to on-
tertain any hope of ever seeingr in this country a truly "lnational" churcli, accord-
ing te the standard by which 1 had been used to mieastire the functions, duties, re-
sp)onsibilities, and advantages pertaining to sncban institutioni. There neyer wiIIex-
ist. in my judgemient, any national E5tablisbment in Scotland but that; which is at
present in posession of the rights; and emoluments connected *with that position.
'1here are, 1 knowv, many offico-bearers iii the Free Church who think difierently.
1 have met with not a fewv eiders, and especially ministers, who are more orless im-
pressed with a sort of indefinite expectation, that sooner or lnter we shall be invi-
ted or enablcd to resunie our pristine status. When 1 bave questioned my
friends on this subject, 1 have received occasionally for answer, IlThere seenis at
preent littie probaàbility osuclian ovent." "IA great chang«e must first takeplace
iii the niidsofour public nien." "lWith God ailfthings are possible." But that
such an occurrence is utterly out of the question, aud stili more that it is rather te
be deprecated than longed for, arc statements which, whon propounded as a mat-
ter of conviction, on niy part very rarely nicet wvith an affirmative, and still more
unfrcquently with a hearty response, ivhilst, at the saine timoe,1 neyer hear it main-
tained iii any quiarter, that thc keepin" up of the riresent Establishment is, in nny
point of view, cither salutary or desirale, even by the most ze 'alous sticklers for
the neeessity of' a State Church. 'The substitution of a Roîniah, Prelatie, or Inde-!
pendent Establishmtrent woiîld meet with just ns littie favour in their eyes, su [bat
thre whole matter aniounts te this, Ilwe shall neyer be satistied until Vo restiue the
rigbts and bonefits of a State Church on sucli ternis as we ourselves propoand ;"
aiid I Pan only repeat, that 1 regard fois as a contingency, whieh ail classes

and artes ot ncludcd within die procincts of our own communion, however
widerv [bey mn y durfer among themselves on other points will stronut.usly,
and 1 have no doubt successfulîy, co..operate ini preventing. Under sMc1 eiîr-
cumistances I arn at a lms te imagine with what -race we can çentum te:
state that we alune (or at least more strongly anâ more fully than am
other denominations) maintain the doctrines of Christ's headship in zi its int~yi-
Ini one sense (thougli, as.i think-) vcry defectively), it is held 'by the Estab'fsbett<
Chiurch ; for thre State, or the Iay patron, can9t appoinit te ecclosia offces ini
Scotiaud any -erson who bwa not been examined and pronouaced worthy te be a
candidate by [Le authorised tribunals of the Church-" the Ring éapýot, the Ring,
dame not" give inich a nomination te an Episcopalian or an lidepen ent. Thre
UTnited Presbyterian and Dissentiug bedes, again, evidentiy consider [bis princi-


