
UN T1IB CONSTITUTION 0r CIIU[teil2*.

cangregatioli, ta hoe considerad as mem-
bers of thc society aîîd entitlod to, have
an equal righit toacnt iii tue management
of ail its affatirs? Is there, or is there
net, in tI:is society called the church, as
iii ail atiLar societias, a distinction ha-
tween those who are williia and tiiose
wvho are twithwit, and a corresponding
distinction in duties, riglits and privi-
leges-in a Word, L'ctwecn mcmbcrship.
and no inembership?

The Seriptures must af course hoe
aur court ai appeal in the matter. Now
wvc Iearn the aneness and distinctive-
ness af the church in God's ilesign2,npt
anly in the way of definition and des-
cription, but in the way of histary aîîd
observation.k

The Bible might with propriety ho
dcsignatedl "tho histary ao' God's plans
in tahking out af the ivorld a people for
limsalf;'1 and in inany passages oi the
clîurch's-history we have the distinct-
ness af the church fromn the world as
visihly displayed as if wve wora aetually
standingr upon, soma commanding amni-
nence, and hahioldinog,at the day af juilg-
ment, the lino that is ta divide hetween
the dansa rniltittides on tha right liand
and on the lait ai the Judge ai ail.

On ana occasion xve se the whale
world sinking under the wvatzrs oi tha
deluge,andtlîe little liandt*ul--the church
-collectod into anc in theark riding tri-
umphantly amidst winds and waves.

On ar1other occasion wve sec the acean
risingr up ta praclani ta ail the onis ai
the earthi the distinctacas batwean tha
,Wor]d and thc churcli ; making its deap-
est caverns a patliway ai safety, and its
billowvs wvalls ai dofaence ta tho thoni-
sands that helongod ta the church, and
on the instant making itseli a grave for
cadi singleoanc thât did not.

Thon wvhat does the b,>ok aof Gad ai-
tener or more loîidly reiterate than the
comnmand ta l<cep the linco ailistinction

hetween the chureht and the, %vla clear'
And in wvhat is the Book ai the ivor]d
more pathctic and impressive than in
tlîis, that by the church's Iasing hier
distinctive character, andi uniting lier-
self to the world, instead af uniting the
%vorid to hier, she haà always heen
shorn of lier strengtb and xobbed of lier
beauty.

But, as bcaring more directly upan
the point, is there not a distinct mcm-
herhip icithin the church, as distinguish-
ed from ail imithout? Distinct and pe-
culiar membership is God's grand de-
sigan ii regard to His church. It is
of the very eseence and nature of a
church to have a memberslîip of the
strongest, most peculiar, and distinctive
of ail kînds. The church is a people
talion out of the world und cansacratcd
to Christ. IlYe are a chosen genera-
tion, a royal prieuthoad, un hoiy nation,
a peculiar people;" and mark the dis-
tinctive character of its membership,-
IlNow ye are the body of >Christ and
mnembers in particular; forivc are mem-
bers of his body, and ai his flesh, and of
bis bonas." Truc these are figurative
descriptions. But wvhy! Because no
ordinary language is strong enougli ta
describa the closenass, the peculiarity,
the dist*nctiveness, oi the member-
ship in that society called the church.
Wliat an overwhelming viaw hava we
aof the aneness and distinctiveness af
the church in such o-pass*age as this,
IlAnd the glory which thou hast giveil
me 1 have given them; that they inzy
ha ana, aven as wa ara one: 1 in thcm,
and thou in me, that they may bo made
perfect in ana."

It is truc thc Word chiurch is uscd i
various sensos. The strict and praper
ineaning of the conmpound Word whiclî
wve translate church is 14 called out of,"
thus cleurly denoting its distinctive
character. But thougli the church is


