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To THE KDITOR OF THE CRURCH TIMES.

AN A

DrAr Ms. EpiTor,

Your valugd aud jndiciomly conducted journal
generally findy its way by a slow process of locomo-
tion to » subscriber in the backwoude,

Doreover it sowetimes scems to be inspited with a
laudable desire of seeing the world, and goes off to
vipit some distant part of the province in a covrse op-
posite to ‘that indicated by your inscribed directiou
“n that often one in a retired locality finds bis oyes
for the first time fixed on its pages some fourteen days
or moro after they havo beea conned vver by the gen-
enality of readers,

Beiog one of those thus unfavourably rituated for
the early reception of news, you will I bope excuse
mo for referring to a leiter which appeared in your
vaper so far back as the 191h of Seprember, w which
was attached the signature of ¢ Crito.’

That Jetter contsins in my opinion many valuable
saggestions, and is well worthy of thu attention of vur
exceilent Diocesan, and of all who bave an influence
jo the management of the affairs of our beloved
Church. It is not however my intention to enter
upon the various topics of which it treats, but to offer
a few rematks upon one or two passages which appear
to me not to be quite unexceptionable. One of these
is the following—+ Is st true that the Church loses
disciples ? Yes, occasionally. ‘The fact cannot and
need not be denied.”” The truth of tbis statement I
do Dot dispute; all religious bodies occasionally loss
duciples, and it may and probably is true of the
Church of England 1o a much greater extent than it
18 of any otber denovmnaiion in this Province. £
werely remark that I could point out one or two
places whers she bas fully beld ber ground. And it
is my impression, derived bowever from a field of
observation not very extensive, that sbe is wel able
to hold ber owe when judiciously werked, evea with.
out any modification of her present macbinery. “Is
it also 1rue (1he wiiter goes on to say) that she fails to
make disciples of those arcund ber ? It is most true.”
This.satciment is certamly not vaiversally trae, for
admitdhg that it may be proved by’ statistics, that,
taking into consideration the whole province, aill 1
can testi(y from my own observation that she has not
failed in some plazes to wake dssciples. That this is
not quore geoerally the case is to be lamented, and
tbe causcs should be carelully invesuigated with a
view to supply proper remedies. 1 cannot however
concur with Crito ip bis opinion, tbat the ineffivient
pulpit mivistrations of her clergy is one cf tbe cbiel
causes. * Their style, he observes, is 100 correct and
critical” Long may it decerve these epitbets. The
wost effective scrumons 1 ever heard were sermoans in
which a word could not well be displaced. Can a
language be tov correct when the subject is religion ?
Is not the most effective blade that which bas the
greatest polish, the highest temper, and the keenest
cdgs? * There is in it {besays) too mueh of the
didacic, the expository, the aigumentstive” Such X
biuk was very much 1he character of the discourses
of our blessed Lord bimself and of his Apostles, so far
as we ¢ad judge from the epecimens extan?, and may
fairly tufer trom the style of their epistles. If we read
the Sermons of the earlier divines of ibe Church of
Eogland, we will find them so pregoant wi b thougbt,
e0 full of argument and theology, that a single passage
might be expanded into 3 modern sermon. Iam far
from denying that the sermceas of our clergy migbtin
general be rendered more popular—that as sugpested
1n areport to Convocation, * plain expositions of God’s
word and direct addre:s to the conscience might be
substituted for more formal addresses”” In some pla-
ces tbis would prove advantageous, but it is a supges.
tion that must be tzken cum grano salis ic an age
like this, when infidelitx and error in all its forms bas
plausible advocates. 1 concur in the opinion of Crifo,
tkat it would be well to cultivale extemporaneons
preaching, or what 15 0 called, especially before con-
gregations the majority of whom are without educa-
tion; tor other reazons and also because.such preach-
g more vflectually tccuresa aympathy between a
Preacher and bis hearers. But if in consequence of
his asmertion that * the unparallelled »uccess of Spur-
goon should not be without effecct upon our clergy,”
some of them should attempt to Spuraconize, they
would simply render thetselves ridiculovs. Every
mao.has 2 wanner peculiar to himself—all are not
endued with bigh cwtorical powers on gifted with

great histrionic talent, and it is unreasonable to ex-
pect that all clerpymen should be such, neither is it
necessary. Such men as Mr. Spurgeon may be good
gkirmishers in the oause of religion, in a particular
locality whero are thousands who never think about
1t and require sometbing exiraordinary to rouse their
attention. If bowever all preachers were to resemble
Mr. Spurgeon, especially in bis {lippant assertion of
the truth of pariicular tenets, with respect to which
wise and good mon have differed with a2 much abso-
lutenees 8s if they were mathematically demonstrated,
the result would be I am persuaded a fruitful harvess
of skeptics and fanatice. A keen observer thus
writes—" Not only unaffucted earnestoess of manner,
but perbaps even eiill more any uncouth oddity, and
even rudiculous extravagaoce, will by the stimulus of
novelty, have the effect of rousiog bearers trom their
ordinary lothargy. So that a preacher of little or oo
real eloquence will sometimes on such & subject as
religion produce the ¢ffects of the greatest eloguence,
by merely forcing the hearers (ofien even by the ex-
cessively glaring faults of Lis style-and delivery) to
allend to a subject which no one can realiy attand to
uumoved. 1t wll not of course be supposed that my
mtention is to recommend the adoption of extravagant
rant. ‘The good effecss which it undoubtedly does
sometimes produce, incidentally produce in some, is
more thau counterbalanced by the mischievous conse-
guences to others.’” I was intending to point out othor
canses beside the character of ber pulpir, which X
think retard the progress of our Church, but as some
of these have been toached upon by ¢Crito,” and as,
moreover, the thought suggests itsell that I may be
busving myself with maiters too bigh faor me, which
should be left 0 others; that it would more befit my
location to put the axe on my shoulder and repair to
the wood ; 1m deference to these cousiderations, I
shall say no wnore, at least far the present. Yours
respectiully, A Backwoopsyman.

AN NAANNANANNAASNAN ANNANAINS N

FOR THE CIIURCH TIMES.

Mr. EpiToR :—~

Witb you kiud permission,l avail myself of the
columns of your uteful journal to publish a list of
Testaceous Mollusca of Nova Scotia, collected by me
up to the present time. I did not isteud doing so
until ty colleotion, already proity extensive, was com-

. pleted. Aod I am now only iuduced to alter my plans,

tbat I may not give offence to many impatient friends
and correspondents, to whose opinion due deferevce
should bs paid—and who are aoxious to koow how
much or bow litde Nova Scotia can produce in the
coochological field. As many of the genera are but
tbioly represented in this province, instead of classify-
16, I bave merely atranged tbem, for the sake of re.
ference, in alplabetical order, premising, of course,
that many of your readers bave some knowledge of
the fascinating Science of Shells.

1 will be pleased to give the localities, depth of water,
&¢., where any specimen can be procured, to auy cor-
respondent who way think proper to address me a
post paid communication on the subject. Thbe name
of any specimen marked # is new to the Province.

Anomia Ephippium. Littorina Littoria.

«  Squamula. Lymnxa Chalybeus.

*  New® “  Subglobosa.

“  New® * Emarginata.
Amuicola Porata. Leda Myalis.
Anodonta Femisciang. Lacuna Vincis,
Astarte Sulcata. Lyonsia Now.*

*  Castanca. odiola Amcricana.
Anatifs Dentata. ¢ Plicatula.
Ancylus paraliclos, Mytilus Borealis.
Algsmed Margaritifera.® Modiolaria stcors .
Aporrhais Occidentalis®  Mactra Gi
Anatina Leann ® ¢ Soli nsuna.
Buccinum Undatam. Mya Arcoaria

«  Trivittatum. Margarita Obscurs,
Balanus balanoides. “  Cineres.
Bela Turricala.® 2 Undalats.
Bulla ‘I'riticca.® Natica Clauss.®
Cardium Pinoulatum.®  Heros,

Cyprina Islandica.  Triserigta®
Cnpndnla Convexa. Nucula Sapots la.
Fornicata. Ostrea Borealis.
Cerithium Sayi. * Virginiana ?
Cycles Portomeia. Pancturella Noachina. ae
Cordita Borealis. Planorbis Deflectus.
Cytheria Convexa. Purpura Lapillus.
Coronula balzoaris.®. . YPaludina Decisa.
lypeaster Pbysa Heterostrpha.
l-chmus Graoulatus. Pholas Cri:..... .
Fusus Pygmaus.® “  Dactslus.
¢ T)ecemeostatus. Petrivola Pholadiformis.
«  Ventricosus. Planorbis’ Companulatus.
-4 Rufas.*’ » Patclla: Amoena. .
¢ Bamflius.® Y’ccten Magellanleus.
Glyeimeris Siliqua. Xslandicus.

Helix Subglobosa.
¢« Arborcus ?
«  Hortensis.
.« mw, ida 2%
Litforina “Pencbrosa.

«  Palliata.

¢ Concentricus.
Solen Eunsis.
Saxicava Rugosa.
Distorta.
Spnruh Peronii.
«  Spirillum,

Bauguinolaria Fasca.
Scalaria Grocnlandica,
Tellina Tenera. “ Radiatus.
Turritella Erosa.® Venus Merconaria,
Terobratula Capnt Scrpentis X

2o
JOHN R. WILLIS. %};‘i
National Schoo), ifux. .

'I‘nchotmpls Boréalis.$
Unio Comptanatus,

Sbelections.

CHURCH BOCIRTIKS.

Thbe Exetér Diocesan Anuiverssry of the Church
Societies was celebrated in the cathedral on Thursday
(Sept. 12,) undur circumsiauces of more than usus
intercst. At the service were present, amongst others,’
the Lord Buhop of the Diocese, the Hon. Mr. Justics
Coleridge, Sir J. Dackworth, Bart.; R. B. Gard,
E.q, M.P.; S. T. Kekewich, E»q i Arcldeacon
Bartholo.uew, Prebendaries Brown, Ford, aud Wool-
cowbe, the Worshipful the Mayor ¢f Exeter, accow-
panied by the office-bearcrs of tho vity, &e. ‘The'an-
niversary scrmon was preached by the Revd.J. F.
Mackicuess, ractor ot Honiten, wha task far his text
2 Corinthians xji. 14— I svck not yours, but you,) -

“on which tbe reverend preacber enlarged in bold and

powerful Janguage. The rermon is printed at lengih
iu the Ezeter Gazelte. Weo maks the followiog ex-
tract:—

« Turn now to that vast peniasula, tco fawiliar to
us by all the horrors of these sad yummer wonths.
Ask the navives of Hiodonan, it you dare,"for a tes-
timony to yoir zeal for Heir souls. ** You came to

uey” théy will reply, ¢ as traders ; you dwell with us
as rulezs of our land. You came to seck a mart for
your maoufactures, and au outlet lor the busy youth
who found their island homs too narrow for their
enterprise. We marvelled at vour flects; we saw
your factories rise oo all our coasts; naw arts, new
tokens ot powar amazed us at each step of your pro-
gress. But it was long lLetore we kuuw that you had
a roligion ig those western lande ; your soldiers and
magistrates spent long lives of exile witbout one act ot
public worship ; your tax-gatherers traversed the vil-
lages, where your priests were never sven. For halt
a ceatary you did not show us even ap outline of the
Church to which you say that you bulong ; a century
bas passed, and it is but sn outline still. Nay, you
bave encouraged our ri‘es, and given your tounte-
nance to the gods we serve. It was dangerous, yom
said, to make ronverts of ue, impolitic to teach us
the faith io which :ou hoped to die. And whilst you
annexed kgl after kingdomn to your empire, can
you wondex if wa mistrusted these I.s0ns of Western
civilization you condescended 1o impart, and interpre-
ted your acts, 10t as the benevolent efforts of men
who strove to win us, but as the devices of the cupidity
which sought to appropriate all we bad, and would
subvert the old religion that alone remained to limit
your sway 2°  To such an answer 1 know not what
rejoinder we could make. For- pever, surely, since
Constautine did homage to the Cross hasany Christian
State manifested as hittle anxiety as Euglaud to win
subjects to the faith of *Christ. It was not required
of her tbat she should impose a uew religion -on
otbers ; but at least ehe was bound to vindicate ber
own. Her seats of empire should bave beén centres
of Cbristianity 100; her governors should have borne

-with them the evident profession ofa holier faith ; the

Church sbould bave litted its towers among ber pa-
laces—the ministers of religion should bave stood be-
side ber £ .es and ber captains.on the conquered
soi). So might she have been uniied t0 Ler subjects
in bonds of Christian sympathy, and in ths bour of
trial have found muliitades ready tofulfil a brother’s
par:. \Who bas not read with deep emotion the atory
of that young soldier’s dying word of consolation to bis
fellow-sufferer of an alien race, and blened God for
bis constancy and love 2 Who bas not: wondered thit
among all the tales of horror, this'alone should tel!
usof & native Christian strengthened by an English
brother's faith 2 But why, dwell, yoa ak, on .thess
charges of past neglect® . The one batiness now:is to
Teconquer the -tertitory we  bave lut, to pumish:the
rebel, and to stnke terror into the subject race. So
mep speak and therefore i is that tbe Christian
preacher is coustrained to take up-bis testimony, 1
do not deny that it wmay be needfu! to reccnquer, ‘or
that it is r-ght to punish, Bn! thers are other” necu-
Sities,, b:ghu\duuen than tbur and it will be woful"

1 thing ify "the pment xmubloa ended we lblll be !ound

-punumn the old (nckof selﬁsb indifforence again~—
Nay, it may be event’ worse thixn- bel‘ore,—for there
are thosé who cast the blame of tte rcbellxon on our,
pro:elyu'm, and bid us abstam even (rom the (ceblo

effqu we: w:re mkmg lo'evangclxze .tbg land. Tlm
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