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THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Saturday, March 16,

“The weather has continued moderate
and springlike througliout the week
und the rush of spring buslness Is now
setting in. Merchants in the country
are getting a little nervous about thelr
stocks and are writing in to  have
shipments hurried as much as possible.
‘This Is true al:o In connectlon with
implement business and in fact all
spring lines. It Is taken by jobbers
here as an indlcatlon that stocks of
all kinds in the oountry have been
pretty closely cleaned up. As & mat-
ter of fact the careful buying of last
year has left retail dealers throughout
the country without any surplus stocks
carried over. Judglng from reporls of
focal jobbing houses In all lines of
trade there is a larger shipping move-
ment to country points from the clty
now than has cver been experienced
before. Values remaln stealdy In most
lires the moat notable changes this
week being a sharp decline of 2U¢ per
hundred In sugars, an advance of
about 1c per bushel in cats and a
drop of 4c¢ per dozen in eggs. DBulld-
ing operations In the clty are increas-
ing every week and labor is becoming
better employed® as the season ad-

THE COMMERCIAL

note a sharp advance In pecac
amounting to about 40c per pound.
This is due to reportas of reduced

stocks both in producing and distrl
buting centres. The decline in oplum
In this murket noted above is due to
weaker feellng aud  lower prices
abroad. Latest advices from Turkey
are to the effect that crop prowpects
are favorable and holders of old crop
are anxfous to sell. Quinine s firmly
held in all markets and prices rule
»gml). r4 sagrada {s weake:.
Winnipeg pricex current will'be found
on page Gi0.

FISH.

There Is an active demand for fish
and prices here ure steady. The break-
ing up of the roads is putting fish ped-
diers out of business and regular deal-
crs will benefit in consequence. There
Is the usual Lenten demand. Atlantic
tish are not coming forward so freely
as dealers would like and some kinds

Hre ucarce. gby chicks for instance,
Some of these are higher at primary
points. Finnan haddle is l4c higher in
the cast but unc here. Smoked
herring and dried cod are
also  nigher In the east but
unchanged here. Prlces are: whltelhh
-l xa Uc per 1, 8%c;
, 2340; uv\n. loe- salmon, 12%c;

‘PAINTS, OILS AND GLASS,
Spring busineas Ia | and the
market ix now quite active. Linwseed
off holds steady at lut week's decllne.
‘Turpentine is steady uml
White lear, iz 25c Jower.

IMPLEMENTS,

Spring shipments are golng forward
freely and dealers are devoting their
attention exclusively to nhese Coun-

try d wre
owing to the continued mﬁd.neu of the
neather and think that the spring
may open up early, in wh case
farmers will want to take deuvory of
thelr meoders, etc., very This
is making the pressure for deuvery at
coumry points much stronger.

SCRAP.

There is a fairiy good demand for
scrap iron and prices for this and
ather old mterhu rule tte‘dy as fol-
fows: No. 1 cast ro free {rom
wrought and muable. 812 to $13 per
ton; No. 2, $+0V0 to 35

wrought iron scrap,
ton: heavy copper 10 to 1lic
pound; rved bisss, 1Uc per pound;
low brass, heavy, 7 to &: pound; lignt
ponnd' lead pe

per pom

rage, country mlxed. Slc 106
foee lrom ﬂveu,

hallbut. 12%%c; her-
ring,
Glac:
re

vances. Bank clearl t
show larger volume than last year,
chh l- additional evidence of the

118t Collectl. are
noor. however, and country remit-
tances come in very slowly. Money is
in x0od demand at from G to S per
oent.

——————
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an quhuo-. utherwive specl:
‘whelesa fer such quantities
38 are uuullx um by mnl

dealers, atd
are subject t0

Wc.

bass, 13c: eels, lUc: oysters, selects,

$2.13 per galion; standard, $2.00.
GREEN FRUITS.

D d Is much imp d and deal-
ers say that business has never been
better at this time of year. Fruit ig
arriving  freely, exceptling apples,
which continue scarce, oranges are

lower. We quote: Apples, Ben
Davis, $5.30 per 2l; Northern
Spies, $5.50; Bald $3.00;

buckles md arotics, Gc per po
zinc ecrap 1c per pouad; bomehul.

and bleached, $5 to $6 ¢on; Ddot-
tles, quarts, 2Uc per dozen; pints, 12%c
per dozen.

STONE AND LIME.

Prices for the opening of the season
have been fixed as follows :
per cord; footings, $5.N
per cord; broken stone, tl.y.’» per cubic

small and demand lmited. Buy 13
have been very scarce, and wheat un.
saleablé unless price was lowered, it
holders have mot been disposed tu .
duce prices. The spurt In yesterdivs
American markets has created u fhm.
e feeling but sutficlent time huag -y
elapsed to allow & practical Mmfluence
80 that prices ure nominal ax folluuny,
viz.: 1 hard, 8fc: 2 hard, 70¢: 3 hary,
8c: 3 northern, (W/;c. tough 3 hrd
G3c: tough 3 northern, Stc, all In <tor.
Fort Willlam or en route.

FLOUR—Prices hold steady a
follows : Lake of the Woods, Five
Roses, $2.10; Red Patent, $1.05: Me.
dora, $1.60; XXXX, $1.35 per sack of
98 pounds. Ogilvie Milling Co., Hun.
garian, $2.10: Glenors Patent, $1.95,
Alberta, $1.75; Manltoba, $1.00 and 1.
peri:‘l! XXXX, $1.25 per sack of 9§

MILLFEED—Both bran and sho-ts
‘have advanced $1 mer ton here owlng
to insufficlent eupply and large de.
me:n(‘l Br;nd::unm\' q;lot?d*) ar S
per ton an s at $17 2
delivered. fer a

GROUND FEED—Groynd feed i
scarce otln: to the small supplies of

coarse Pure oat c! is worty
$27 per ton dellured. mixed barley ang
oats £25 par ton and com s S

which has offered is poor u;ux )
Buyers are paying the 3 xm:,
65¢ per bushel, [y

|up
It seems to be the case that stocks i
the country are runaing Jow, hoth w

yurd; white lime V¢ pe: il grey
lime 15¢ per bushel. ﬂw-e are pncu
cally the same prices as prevalled last
year.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

‘Wheat—The past week ‘In the wheat
mkeu has shown the same ll(el‘l:::

$100: California_navel oranges, per
bLox. LU0 to $L75: Dbitter ou:‘;u.

the usua’
yuantities, and 10 cash dueu-u.)

BOOTS AND SHOES.

There is a big deemand in boots an:d
shoes for spring and summer wear and
Jobbers here are busy. Values for lea-
ther zoods remaln steady. Rubbers
are stil) going out on the old list as
:vrlx prices have not yet been nxegl

W]
announce u«’e Ibont the Jast week In
this month. The general oplnlon s
that there will not be much if any
change in values. The cutting in pri-
cef In the United States has had an
unsettling effect upon the Canadian
market but prices there have not yet
Teached a point low enw‘h 10 enabdlc

hnml. 3
Jerseys, frozen, M‘ m 3125 perlo
b box: oulom. per b, Ijc: mince
meat in Zi-pound palls, 10c m mu
carioon dates, per package of 1-pound,
10c; new dnu. ‘:c. cider In W or
barrels, 35c per nnon 1-pound
Jars, a dosen; maple sugar, 12c;
maple :ynm. Zymnd Pper dozen,
$2:35; haif gallon tins, “ per ao.-.

GROCERIES.

Bmlnm is good. The feature of the
has been me drop of N per
hundnd in price of both granulated
and yellow sugars. The reason for this
decline is not clear as the impression
in the trade seems to be that the
gcneral  situation favors firm :ﬂm

10 pay the Canadian duty
and il compete with domestic manu-
factums although <they are within
about five per cent. of that point now.
Ttis means that United States col-
sumers are buying their goods for at
Jeant 13 per cent. less than Canadians,
but they are dolng this at the expense
of manufacturers as the goods arc
belng m0ld in some cases below
cost on ithat side of the lme.

CLOTHING.

Wholcsale houses are busy with
spring orders and report the demand
far theee beuer than usual. Values

atea paor  and
there are no llw:clal tmur«.

CURED MEATS.

The market nolds stexdy and Is
without special feature. The only
change Is a firmer feeling in lard.
Winnipeg prices on page Gl

DRY GOODS.

There is an active demand for spring
xosds and jobbers are busy shippingz.
Stocks in the COURITy appear 1o have
Been preity well depleted  which is
making the demand better. Travellers
are out with sorting and full xamples
and are m«uu with 8 good demand.

\ mlmuerr 1 ol a
haw a R of
bvnrx this week and these have plac-
o4 3ome orders with dry geods houces.
Collecilons are slow.
DRUGS.

Fuim 18 moderately active and
prices for the moat part steady. Mor-
Phis isa lmlc mler and oplum 18 25¢
Jower. Advices from larger markeln

strength in volled ocatmeal which is
stil quoted at $L.40 and very Armily
held, and wiil in all probability ad-
vance shortly. Al lines o(“annod

unsettied for the last week but is re-
)»ﬂcd stronger l;gnm at time of writ-

ing I"’

at Mo to IO c per pound. In cured
fish the te.ulre is the wscarcity of
Digby chlcks and xrocery houses are
quoting these at N 1o Zic, & m:ve
which has not been Tea for years.
There is a wide range of prices in Val-
encia ralsing and a wide range in

former price, Wi lo men are make
ing no money although the higher
are probabdl value.

wriced goods y beet
California dried frults are steady and
in falr demand. Glucose syrup Is 1-5c
frer pound higher at factories in sym-
pathy with the recent advamce In
corn. Jobhers here are still selliing at
oldl figures. Wholesale quotaiions
will he found on page Go®.

HARDWARE.
Ordarn for apring shipment are wam-
crous Urere Is AN lmproved tone to

out special feature 80 far as prices are
concerned.

which have

for several weeks now, but yesterday
an awakening took place in the Amer-
ican ve markets, which for
one day at least has gotten them out
of the rut they have been in. Liver-
pool yesterday momning opened easy
and a shade lower, but later became
strong and ad\u\ced firmly. This in-

the

strongly. and a large short hxcn:t
a N
vanee took place through shorts cov-
ng. and markets closed at the high
po!ut of the day. 1 to 13c higher than
2 week ago, the whole advance hav-
inx beon made yesterday. Anv in-
crease in export demand, or crop dam-
Are reports coming from winter wheat
flelds would easily cause further ad-
vance at the present time. 8o far the
ea20n has heen remarkahle for the
ahsence of crod damare renorts ta the
winter wheat crop in the States. Eﬁ!-

lieh markets are stronzer wn talk
British government imnoeing «mm
on bhresdstufte. The TUinltad States
Foverament Tenwt for March was is-
inet, rivine re-
fermers’ hande on

Aank IO AONN hne, March Tet, 1900,
The primary receints in the States ars
arain showbhe some falline off as
compered wih same time last vear,

The  total warld's

stocks as published by the Dally

Trade Bulietin. Chicaro amounted om
204353000

bus. _com-
pared to 181.00C.0M dux. on March

and Northern Al
berta, Muanitoba oats tave advancd
2¢ per bushel thh week in carlots o
track here, uoted now at iS¢y
40c per bushe Ncamem Alberta oal
are 1c higher at from 41 to 4ic 1
bushel in carlots on track. The
oats are mostly changing dmnds 2

M%nnn—ne market is practicaly
CORN~Curlots of No.
m here are vgum ron ;lsm-l"le ‘
! a: £3
buMMfor ”:: vance of 11= to Uc o
FLAXSEED—The market In purely
nominal as there is no flaxsecd off-.

HAY—The market for hay is firme
and we quote both looee and prese!
hay £1 per ton higher than & week age

Stacks are becoming light at nhl-m.az
points mvmu% of the og:r“lngx ave
poor q € quote o fresh
bakd My&!o”m ton In cariou

track drere. Loose hay

nd and dealerm I’II ll’
e pY
pair for these in the L *x

UTTER-—-Creanery—The market It
in a nominal condition as therc is »

Ist, 1900, and 151124000 bus. March
1. 188, This
with present favorable outlook for this
does Rt the

vieus week and
. The world’s visiMe supmiv. ac.
enriing to Rradetreets decrensed 50N.-

decrense pre-
vioup week of IR ORG Dus. and a de-
«;&Mmm W year of
! buR
The warket for WManiteha wheat 1
g very oty
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