Dowling of Souris, has ostablished a
new millmery store this year. T. &
J. Jones and Lidster & Keedwell aro
tho two (rme of butchérs and eattle
dealers.  D. Fraser 1s an oll timer
In the flour and feed business. He ai o
carrles o good stock of groceries. IR.
I Trumbell stili continues the whole-
sale liquor business. The two large
briclkk lotels nre a credit to the
town. Patterson is Jandlord of tne
Balmoral, and W. Bateman of tho
Central. The Mnfon bank has a branch
hero under the capable management
of AMr. Pugh, formerly of Morden, Car-
berry and Sourls. He is ably asslst-
ed by Mr. Geo. Michie. There are two
good drug swres, Macdonaid & Co.,
and J. W, Higglnbotham,

Virden las six elevators and the
mill is also running under the man-
agement of Mr. W, L. Craig. Therp
will be a large quantity of grain mar-
ketod this year, but tliero is much yet
to come in, so that a total is hard to
get at. It {8 varlously estimated at
from 400,000 to 600,000. The yield
was on apar with the rest of the
province, and the quallty is good,
There have bcen about fifty cars of
cattle and ten or twélve of liogs ship-
pied from this polnt this season, so
that the farmers are not depending
altogether on grain raising. The hogs
shipped from here went west to Brit-
ishi Columbia.

ELKHORN.

This, the last town on the line
within  the proviucial boundary is
showing marked sigus of inprovement.
Ramsey & Clingan hutve a large gener-
al store doing a thriving trade. Geo,
T. Marsh, of Beulal, has opened up re-
cently with a goneral stock. G, Silves.
ter, formerly with Massey-Harris Co.,
and a well known and lighly -respect-
ed buslness man has lately bought
the hardware business formerly own-
cd by Rex Bros.,, and has greatly im-

proved thestock. W. C. Van Nostrand-

the old timen of the town, handles
,lumber and building material. and sellg
the fuel wlieh Is pringlpally cogl. O, P.
Jones s also an old timer in the
hotel business, acd has sreatly  ilm-
proved, and cnlarged his house this
Fear. Ho lgs built o large wing with
splendid  sample roomns below gand
ten additlonal rooms above, The re-
buliding of the Washakada Indikin
Home lhas kept every worklng man
employed and: will furnish work Joo
some time to come. It will be finished
next segvon,  Meantime the work of
the school, with several tradesz, iu,
cluding  tailering, carpantes werk,
shcemaking and printing iz continuned
In temporary quarters, The Elkhorn
Advocate Is a lceal paper pricted by
the echool printing offico.  Elkhorn
hay four elevators and a mill, the Jate
ter operated Ly D. Rowand. Some
200,000 bushels of wheat is the esti-
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mated amount tributary to thig polut
-but the bulk i not yob in,

Fuar ‘'rade Prospects |

A New York fur house has o lettes
in the Fur Trade Review In which
the outlook for raw furs is considered.
Turs being a luxury, this branch of
wrade {8 one o1 wne first to feel the ef-
feots of depression, and the fur
teade has been in o dépressed state
for some years., Now that business
generally has fmproved, better thnes
are looked for in the fur trade. Tle
iotter snyss,

Bear dechined seill 1urcher during tite
Londou winter wnd spring sales trom
the wlready low prices, wheh  had
been establishied in the provious yeur,
thereby causing hieavy losse, to thelr
owaueres, allu buo Httle benedo was de-
rived drowy shie {mprovement which
black Lear experienced durmyg the Jase
June sales, as the offering of vhis par-
tleutar grade was at thae tiwe o fiw-
ited, oue, aud mosily bought av com-
paratively mgh ligures. Iv Is our
o in oun, chiou, B, t .uv pri.es Lave shouy
reached botrom, and we Leheve wvhae
prawe, thln-gelted skins, particularly
of tlte Kinag just referred to, will au-
vauee in vatue, us a better demand
Tor thiem hag developed, boin here aud
on the continent.,  Soll, the carly col-
lection of bear sliould be bought cau-
tiously, because it cousists principaly
0: Leavy peltea and low-furred skins,
whicli, even 1n & more active market,
1t has aiways been dificult to handie
acavautageousty.

Beaver he.d abuub thelr own about
this Mrst ball of the year, sales in the
locul wmarket belug fow and far bee
tween ; but we notedt with satisfice
tion that a sittle mone attention has
since been pald to this beautiful fur
an our skie, particularly tw pawcels
containing a fair proportion of prime,
pali~volured skins, suen as we general-
1y get from the Western and Nerth-
western States,

Whether this Nmited juquiry  for
beaver will continue and later on will
fmprove, we pardly dase to predict,
as we shall likely nedd the ald of the
European market to push 1t agmin to
tho Iront, where it justiy belongs;
ol o new basds of vawaes may not be
established until the result of tho
ILondon January sales ls known, at
which time tho largest quantity of
beaver Is generally closed out,

Otter cotid not be expected to sell
well as long the price of seal rules low,
because o good share of the colloction
has always boent used in the plucked
and dyed state as the finest haitation
of seal, and its continued decline has,
therefore, occaslomed no  particular
surprise in welldnformed cireles.

Dark colored skins, sultable to be
used in tho natural state, of which
tho supply is_always lmited, iwere
agaln in gcod requess, lhiere as well
as in Europe, while our coot trade took
u fair hokt ot the lower grades when-
ever collectors were wiling to nccept
thio situation of the market, which, as
can be readily understood ,was mostly
in buyere' favor. Tho stock of otter
which is carried over, consists there-
fore, principally of the medium grades,
but Is not exceseively large compared
with formerseasons, and Irom late in-
dications s likely to be still further
roduced before “thie fresh eollection
reaches our markot. Opening prices
will consequently be about cqual to
the closing quotatinus 0 last spring.
AGnk wero not aprofitable article
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for the exporters to handle this year,
and tho recent demand for certain
gradles by our home trade was there-
toro heartily welcomed by our denlers,
« good many of whom were induced by
slic adverss condivion ot the Xuropean
markot to carry agroat many over
this summer,

Real 1no gud good colured skins, as
well a8 common ow priced luts, sold
ngain tho best, the same us last year,
and therols also still a 1aly demand for
large mink, ag thoy work up to best
advantago into searfs and smalt capas,
whicls «wo articles are expected to
sel well,

Accordiig  to the latest  advices
from Europe, mink are wmoving but
slowly over vliere, reat farge saius and
those ol moderate cust, whicn can bo
used by the cloak houses, having  the
pre.erence, 56 than wa are not gustificd
in expectunny o notewordly  support
from that direction, and a lower
rango ol prices must be lvoked for duc-
g tie coming winter.

MMushrav succewded in about holdiug
thelr own on account of the fair de-
mana for them from Lurope, ouly the
spring sging waieh are mo.uy wted for
plucking ane uyeing, showed a decld-
cely weakempg tendeacy, which fs uo
Qoubt due to thie fact that the itcreas.
ed consumption of sheared dyed coneys
whicl article almost killed the suie of
Lieavy furred muskrats on our =ide,
kas accomplisbed something similar on
the Continents; and we fiave every rea-
&010 to fear vhut this stale of alfairs
will remadn unchanged for some time
to come as coneys are again this sza-
son Flrong sellers, 1 spite of the aotea
worthy advance {n the.xr price, and agp-
rear to please the public.

Yall and winter muskrat, will, there-
fore, be Quoted at about last season’s
rrices, spd the London January saley
will give us a very faic mdication of
what we may expect for the later
catel, because at that time the larg-
st offering ol tlus fur {5 made, imclud-
ing o couwsiderable share of spring
skins.

Skunk may have disappointed us, but
still their nusutisfactory sale cane
ot have caused any surprise 1o those
well informod ag to tlhe tone of the
market, and if skunk had bLeen bought
last winter, as conunon sens and geod
judgment dictated, there would surely
have been less cawso for reguet,

It Is useless to dony that, for a whlile
at least, this fur has apparently seen
its best days, amd if the newly estaba
Ushed low ramge of prices has during
tlLe past lew months tende:dl to create
a somewhat botter demand for i,
we have 1o cause for reéjoiving, vee
causz, with rare excepticns, tho bulk
of the collection hap, adtar al), to be
sent abroad, and as long ws Europe
continucs to be a lew bidder for skunk,
which Is aliest certain to be the ease
agaln next winter, we cannot look for™
a notewantly advance in thelr value,

There is a possibility, though, that
i€ the present activity in the fur trade
coutinues, 2 part of the fresh collcc-

-tion may Ve wanted for immedinte

use ; but wo would regrot such an cc.
ronve very much, 75 1v might encour-
ago a fcoish and uncalled for compett-
tlon, which would nrove, eventually,
both to the shipper in the country and
the dealer, hurtful and misleading.

Raccoon boro out the expretations
wilch we had placed on them last
year, and all kinds mot with a fair de
mand in both markéts throughout the
yoar. Tho lower grades, suitadle, for
coats, sold again most ronrdily on our
side, and tho opening of the Klondyke
regions stimulated “the inquiry ~for
them still farther as o fur coat may



