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s Unbrived, unbought, onr swords we drasy)
To gmml the Moaarch, fenco the faw.”
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‘To CorjuspoxpiNTs,—Lelters addrcssed to

citbier. the. Editor or Publisher, ns well as

Commanications intended for publication,

must, mmnahly,bo prepaid. Correspon

dents isill also Lear in mind that onc end

o! tho onvelopo should be loft open, and

at the corner the words * I'rinter’s copy

sritten and a two or fivo cenl stamyp (ac
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) placed thareon will pay the postaga

" PUBLISHER'S NOTICE.

Tee end of tho present month closes
Yolume VIL. of the VoLuxtesr Review ;
and during the year we havo. made out
and forwairded: accouuts to nearly alt
oar Substribors-inarrears for Subscrip
tlons to the Rsvx w.  Some have
pmmptly p:ud up their indebtedness—
who will please accept our thanks—but
by far'thdTarger number have paid ‘no
atbehtioh to it—to those wo givo nofice
now, that if their accounts aro not set
tled hefore the 1st of January next, we
will be under the painful necessity of
handing them over to a Lawyer for col-
leotion,

Tue grest importance of training soldiers
to the duty of skirmishing hds alvays been
recoghized, but the use of weapons of pre-
oision, und long range have necessitaled ils
adoption- aé tho only mieans of succ ssful

attack; its tactical uso formeily was to cover

tho advance and conceal aa far as possi
ble the movements neccssary therefor,
as well as protect tho artillery; this is so
far changed that the skirmish line no
longer vevires on  the ndvance the
nmin body and  rescrves, but itself be-
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608] comes the’first lino by gradual accession and

ro-imforcements ; and the fate of n modern
battle will depend almost or altogether on
tho pertinacity with which the skirmish
lino holds its ground ; and this will always
be in proportion to tho amount of training
acquired by tho soldier, the skifl of tho offi.
cer immediately iy command, as well as the
use of tho topographical features of the
ground for cover ana tho stoadiness as well
as cortainty with which the line is reinforced
from tho reserves,

Those oflicers, therefore, like Genoral
Maocpouaaty, who advocate incroased strin.
geney in drill and training and deny the
neceseily for revolution in our minor tactics
aro porfectly right, much more will depend
on training, in other words drill, than on
any quality of mind of the individual soldier;
although many military journals are atrong
advocates of what they aro pleased to term’
individual intelligence, forgelting that an
army is & machine to be operated atwilland
bytheintelligenceof oncindividualand there
cannot bLe any other will in operation
anongst the machinery. Lo this case training
to instant obedienco is the first great elo.
ment, the remainder are mero mechanical

operatlons which the dullest underelanamg,‘

can acquire by practice. ‘Thoe whole queslion
thon resolves itself into more constany train-
ing over a larger area than a mere barrack
yard, carried out with the distinet
purpose of adapting the fcrmation (o the
ground over which the troops are operating.
Amongst the many excellent places for
effecling this object aro on the * Proposed
method of attack in skirming line,’”’ byCapt.
F. G. 8. Parker, 5{th Regiment, which we
{ranseribe; omitling the dirgrams from No.
LXXIV. of .the Journal of the Royal
United Service Institution. We omit tho
~notation from Licut, F. M. the Duke of
Wartemberg respecling the persistent train.
ing of the Prussian infantty to firing fighting

g well as their efforts to stimulate apell (dis-
ciplined intelligent obedience) as' withont

both acquirements an army would be worth

nothing, and at onco introduce our readers
“to Aho gist of Captain Parker's schome,

u lll extended formations as yot intlro
duced to notice appear to me inapplicable
to the daily diill of dur army.” Qur regi-
meni{s atc so \veak whcn on the bome
catablishment that after deductmg the re.
quirements of detachments, guards,futigues,

| &e., itis rarely, (excepting during the peri-

ods such regiments are at the Curragh or
Aldershot) that a sulficient number can be
mustered for a really efliciont parade on the
present system of advancing to alternate
half battalions or of skirmishing with
the presciibed supprrtiand reserves. Ineed

scarcely say more upon this than that 1 have
myse!f in Ireland seen a head quarter parads
for many months average four companies of
single rank with only from sixteen to iwonty
men per company. At Aldershot and the
Curragh where these drawbacks do not exist
to such an extont, I have niover found the
men wall in hand skirmishing, as at present
laid down, the skirmishers getfexcited and
oontinually rush from one .extreme to the
other ; they open out too much and so
loso the power of quick concentration or
they ~rowd too 1auch (especially if cover be
frequent) and so expose themselves to artil-
lery fira.  The lina ofa single company:ex
tended is too great for the eye and voice of
the Captain to control, moro especinlly whien
awind is blowing and fring “golng on and
tho unity of, uction which is so essential be,
twoen akirmishers, supports, ana -eserves,
has to depend on tue intelligoncs of two or-
three captaine instead of on the-judgment
of one. .
“If it- bo sald {hat the system .
skirmishing in double companies and:the
general supervision of a major counteraot
theso defocts, I reply—Firstly, that the
supervision of a mounted officer coases to
be promptly effectual directly, the smooth.
ness, of a drilt ground is cxéhanged for the
ever-varying extentf brokeh woody or roll-
ing counisy ; and seoondly, lhgt;mo‘tfx never

work very well in double companies for they-

only hear words of command from others
than their ozon'compau Y oﬁicers, and in ex-
fended formahon it is of prime neoessxty
that the men should recognize the voice that
orders them. -On a regimental parade
ground men obey-the command of auy offie
cer provided his yoice bo powerful, but dur-
10g the excitement of a sham fight (and how
ntuch more during the aofual engagenient)
uniens the:tone be recognized the order is
apz to full upon unbeedmg ears.”,
It-appears to us that each section.of a
company skirmishing should be under com-
mand of a sergeant or noncomumissioned
officer, whose duty would bs confined .to
placing his- section in position, sesing the
nicn: did their- duly, anl carrying out the
orders transmitted to him:from the captain

.by sjgnal or whistle, or whatever mode

‘might be miost advieable, allowing twenty.

six files to a company (ssy fifty-two bayo-
vets) and a space of thres yards belween
esch file, the distance from right to-len of
the line woqlrl be say 78 yards with. the
captain posted twenty .ynrds in:the rear of
the centre, he.would'be within fifty yards of
exther extremuy aud’ could find no particu

lar dxﬁiculty in communioating with any ses..

tion of the line;.the Ak, sections: shiould
'be also..under eommnnd of tho ensignand
heulenant} both-would be énabled fo assist
in carryiog out the orders if in the ‘rosr of
their respactive ~rommands. We cannot

sea any difficulty Leyond the want of apell:

in the whole problem, and that want must
be supplied by drill,



