May 27, 1872
forms mo that ho considers the application
of tho Bullot neceasary o maintain Corps in
this District numerieally eflicient, ho slates,
after hiaving consulted with tho oflicers com-
manding corpe in my District, I havo como
ts the conclusion that the Ballot must bo
resoried to,

“Soveral well-to-do persens  told  mie
they would willingly shoulder tho musket
waro they obliged so to do. Lut that their
accupntions would not allow them to volun
tarily neglect their fortunes, forgotting,
undoubtedly st that moment, that to con-
tributo to the defenco of his country isa
sered debt duo by overy man, therefore,
according Lo my humble opinion, the oniy
Just and logal way to huve every one shave
cqually is tho Ballot, so by that means cvery
ono will nequire, in rotation, tho military
knowledgo necewary now-a.days to every
good citizen,

“1 will also add, from what I hear from
Commanding Officers of Corps, it is my firm
velief that two thirds of the men who have
served their time, will ask to be dis-
charged.”

Mirirary Distatcr No. 7.

Yho authorized strength of the Active
Militia in this District is 5,022 (officers and
men). The number who have perform.d
tho An..ual Deill for 187172, 13 3,784 (ofli-
cers an i men), leaving 1,228 (oflicers and
men) wanting to complete. This District
is under tho command of Licutenant-Colonel
Casault, C M.G., but av tho time of the
Annual Drill, that officer Leing absent on
special service in the Provinco of Mariteba,
the command devolved on Licatenant vol.
Duchesnay, Brigado Major. Tho Forco
the District consists of .—

1 Syuadron of Cavalry.

1 Battery of Field Artillery.

1 Brigado of Garrison Artillery.

7 Battalions, and

4 Independent ffompanirs of lufantry,

with

3 Marino Companies, and is compazed of

the following corps:

Cuvalry.
Quebee Squadron—Two Troops.
Field Artillery.
Quebec Battery.

Garrisen Artillory.
Quebec Brigado of Garrison A-tillery.

Infuntyy.

Sth Battalion.

9th .o

17th  do.

23rd  do

35th  do

6lst  do

0Ltk do

Progisional Batl it yns.
Charlovoix Battalian.

Dorchester do
Kamouraska o
Portnoufl do
Rimouski do
Tomiscouata do

QuebecCounty do

Tudvpendent Compani-+.

Fox River Jafantry Company.
Gaspe do
Matia do
Motapediaz do

I'HE YOLONTEER REVIEW.
T l‘!«:.riu-c.(.'ur;u-)mm':-. -
Bonaventure.

Cmloton

Now Carplisle

Tha 8th  Battalin (Stadacona Kifles)
commanded Ly Licutenant Coonel Reeve,
and the detachiont of the Quebiea Garrison
Artillery ot “Gioese Isle, performed tno
Annust Dill, at thaie own headquarters,
comipleting thair cowse of mmtructim m
16 days.

The 8thBattalion w.g inepected byficut
Colonel Cossault, C.MLG., at Quebee, who
reports that for proficieney in drill and smart
appearanca on parade, it is, and has been
for somo time, the first Corps in the Dis.
trict,

Ufficots. Meon,

The Quebee tarrison
Avtillery...oooes, 12 148
61st Battalion | . 16 200
Charlevoix Battalion,. 13 332

formed Battalion Camps {or cight days dnl),
and the wholo of the remaining avnilable
Corps performed their Annual Drll in a
Brigado Camp, formed at!Point Levis, oppo-.
slito Quebee, which was in aperation for 16
days.

J1This Brigwde numbered 2,856 of ull arms,
of whom licutenaut Colynel Duchesuay ro-
por s. 2,658 svero French speaking Cana.
dians,  Iinspected tho whole of the Corps
composing thi+ Bridgade. Tho Squadron of
Cavalry (Quebee Hussars) was under tho
command of Licutenant-Colonel Foisyth.
The men of this squadron presented asol
diesliko appearance, their arms and accou-
tremenls wero in very g~od order, moro s0
than any nther of tho Cavalry cutps in the
Daminion  They were also fuiilly mounted,
and 1 was glad to remark that amongst both
oflicers and men there was a considerable
degree of “esprit de corps.”

‘The Quebec Battery of Artillery,composed
entirely of French speakig Canadians, con-
sists of & good body of men, very soldietliko
in their bearing,and respectful in their -aan.
ner towards their oflicers. I wasmuch pleas
ed with the gencral condition and efli-
ciency of this Battery, but it was indifferent.
1y horsed. ‘Tho Regimental Inspection of
{ .is Battery was mado by the Inspeclor of
Artillery, who reports upon it that * It was
practised in Gun Drill, Driving Drill, and
Field Manccouvres,” That the ¢ Gun Drill"
and manocuvring was very good, also that
¢« Subaltern Officers are better acquainted
with their duties than those of any of the
others," but that “'T'he horses are the wost
of any batlery in tho Dominion- several of
them mero ponies.”’

This Battery, in accordance with the In-
struction issued for tho training of TFicld
Artillery., performed a miarch of twenty
miles (with waggons properly picked,
entrenching tools, camp equipage, small

arms,  &c., strapped in their places,)
botween the hours of six am. and five
'pam.

© Tho Infantry Uorps in this Camp wero
‘liko thoso in tho Laprairie Camp as n gone-
,ral rule, composed of good material, but
“they lacked practicefin drill, and in regard
to tho state of arms and clothing, they were
uot as smart and cleaun as the majority of
corps inspected Ly mo in other districts, I
*found in this Camp, however, tho only Bat.
'talion in tho whole Dominion that turned
out complelo in numbers for the Annual
Drill of 1871-72, viz: —the 24rd Couuly
'Beauce) Battalions n “Fronch speaking
|Canndian Corps.  This Batlalion is com-
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rozed of hardy looking

ng to the ngricnllumi’ populationof County
Reance. It is commanded by Lieutenant.
Calonel Ducheanay, and every ofiicer, non.
ccm v inimesd oflicer, and privato allowed on
Vthe strengh of the corps was present at lis
Ipat I vegard to nppearance on parndo
Tan general efliciency tho 55th ¢ Megantio™
Battalinn was tho best in this Camp. I ve-
gectted to ohserve numerous irregularities
hnwever, in xomo of tho corps among which
I tany mentton that a fow of the oflicors
were naturally auprovided with awords,
giving as  excuso that thoy could not
obtain them in Canmla, It it is the caso
that oflicers swords cannot be purchased in
Canada, I would recommend that a cerlain
number Lo purchased in England Ly the
Militia Department, for iswuo oun repay-
ment to sueh  oflicers ns  may require
them.

'The routine of drill and duties observed in
this camp was similar to that observed in
tho other sixteen days camps, and I have
overy reason to bo satisfied with the manner
in which Lieutenant-Colonel Duchesnay ex.
ercised his command.

‘fho position of tho camp was well chosen,
and the scencry surrounding at that season
of the year beautiful. I consider Point Levis
as o most suitable nnd appropriate place for
the performance of the Annual Drill by the
Active Militia of this Distuct. In order to
dlaco the force in this District on a proper
ooting, [ beg torecommend that the Cavalry
bo increased by four troops, and all tho Cav.
alry Troops then formed nto u Instrict Regi-
ment, to bo numbered tho * Tth Regiment
of Cavalry,” that another battery of Field
Artillery bo organised in some part of the
Instrict south of the Hiver St. Lawrence, that
two compames of Engineers bo formed, and
to pomtout that if tho ranks of tho respee-
tive corps cannct bo comploted by voluntary
enroliaent, the Ballot, can Lo applied. On
this point Lieut. Coloncl Duchesnay in Ins
report makes tho following observations :—~

¢ Tho threo years having expired for the
gervico of companies in tho District, 1 may
stato with certainty that the two thirds of
the voluntcers enrolled in 1868 will claim
their discharges; I find by the opinions of
the several officers commanding battalions
in the District, that they all concur in stat-
ing that it will be impossible to fill up the
rolls anow by the volunleer system oniy.”

{To be continted.)

young nﬁm. bolong;

Tue Frexcn Navy.—Last year no fower
than 33 vessels were struck off tho list;
among thego wero eight wooden iron-clads

and six armour plated floaling batteries, of
which latter four wero sunk in the Sein dur.
ing thoscige of Paris. On the other hand

only four new vessels wire added to the

effective strength of the seavice, oneal these
—tho Marengo~being a woosden irenclad of
the first clnes, ‘There were, howerer, during
the year 1871, altogether 31 new shipsin the
coursc of construction in the dockyards orof
being fitted’ out afloat. and it is expected
that 17 more of these will be completed dur

ing tho present year. 11 =0 there will bo ad.
ded to thonavy list one wooden ironclad of
the first class, ono armour-plated wooden
corvette, and threo armoursplated wooden
vessols for coast defence. Put it is possible
that tho completion of the netwv vessels may
bo somewhat delayed to tno absolute deces-
ity for Jdosdang B old ones, among which
are two iron plated ships of the first class,
ono of the scond class, and two old iron
monitors.




