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HEBREW PQETRY.
BY RLA. ALES. RING, S0 ISTOWN, QUL
Lor the Review.

The greater past of the Old Testament is poetical in
its composition.  Although only Psalms, Proverbs, Job,
Canticles, Ecclesiastes, are classed as poetical.

The style 1s very uunlike that which is called poetry
in othes languages. It does not consist in metre like
the versification of the Grecks and other ancient pations,
much less like modern poetry. It is not unlike blank-
verse, which is merely brevity and selectness of expres-
sion, and the um is to unpress the sentiment by means
of repetition, comparison, or contrist, and to excite the
emotions and strengthen the memory. Take for
example the exix DPsalm which is alphabetic and con-
tains twenty two sections of eight verses, and all the
verses of each section begin with i distinct letter of the
Hebrew Alphabet.  ‘T'Lis seems to have been designed as
a help to the tmemory.

Bible poetry is of four kinds—

1st Lyric, or effusions of pious sentiments such as
the Psalms.  Take Ps. xxvil, iv ¢

One thing have | desiced of the Lord,
That will | seek after;

‘I'hat § may dwell in the house of the Lord
All the days of iy life,

T'w behold the beauty of thoe Lord,
Aud to enoquiire in His Temple.

Laterally  Ono thing | ask from Yahuno
It will I geek after—
My dwelling 1n the house of Y ahne
All the days of my life,
To behold the benuty of Yahno
And to cuguire 1o Ths Temple
and Epic, or sentiments expressed in the form of
narrative : for example Job, though job properly classi-
fied, is a dramate poem.  Take Job, v. 6
Although atlliction cometh not forth of the dust,
Neher sloth trouble spring out of the ground,
Tat. 1 Foratlhction comea not forth from the dust,
Aund trouble springs not from the gronnd.
3rd Didactic or doctrinal, as in the Proverbs and
Lamentations. Take Prov. vi. 2 ¢
Thou art snared in the words of thy mouth,
Iat : —Thou art tuken mn the words of thy mounth.
4th Pastoral or Ldyls, such as the Canticles.

There is a sth class called ’rophetic poetry, such as
we find 1 Joel, Isaiah, Habakkuk, Ezekiel, Haggai,
Zechariah.  Dut in reality we find in these baoks from
the highest Lyric to the humblest didactic.

Il

The earliest specimen of lebrew poetry which
strikingly exhibits rythme is in Gen. iv. 23 :
Adah and Zillah hear my voice,
Yo wives of Lamech give car to mfj speech :
For L have alain a man to my wounding
Aud a lad to my hurt.

No writings in the world abound so much in bold and
animated poetic figures as the books of the Bible,

To be a poetic people, nature and their country well
favored the Hebrews.

It is very true that natural objects are common to
the poets of all ages and countries :(—Light and durk-
ness ; tree and flower; the forest, the cultivated field ;
the valley and mountain ; the perennial stream and the
rushing torrent ;. and other amimated objects of nature
suggests to poets many beautiful figures. But the
ditference between pocets, generally arise from particular
circumstances, of their country and religion.  Those of
Judiva or the Bible poets were more highly favored
than others which help to account for their sublime
poctry  During the summer htile or no rain falls
throughout all Judiva.  Wiile the heat continued the
country was intolerably parched ; want of water was a
great distres~: and a plentiful shower falhng or a
rivulet breaking forth altered the whole face of nature,
and introduced much igher ideas of Iife and happiness
than the hike canse can suggrest to us.  Hence to repre-
seat distress, the Psalms and other books of the Bible
have frequent allumons, Take Ps. Ixiin 12

To adry and thirsty land,
Where no water i,

And so0 to describe a change from distress to pros-

perity their metaphors are foundid on the talling of

showers and the bursting forth of springs in the desert
Take Isa. xxxv. 1, 6,7 :
Tho wildernces and the solitary place
Shall be plud,
And tho desert shall rejorce and blossorm
As the ruse.
IFor in the wildernuys shall waters break out,
Aud streams in the desert.
Aud the parched gruund shall become a pool,
And the thirsty land ap«igs of water:
I the hisbitation of deagons, there
Shall be grass
\With rushies and reeds.

Aud ¢ Judica was a hilly country it was oa that
account exposed to frequent inundations by the rushing
of torrents which came down suddenly from the
mountains and carried everything before them; and
then i1t was that Jordan, their only great river, over-
flowed its banks. Hence the frequent allusions to the
noise and to the rushing of many waters. Take
Ps, xlii. 7:

Deep calfoth unto deep at the noise
Of thy waterapouts ;

All thy waves and thy biltows
Are gonoe over e,

The Scriptures also abound with poetic images
suggested from the violence of the elements and those
concussions of pature with which Judaa is familiar,
Larthquukes were not infrequent, and the tempests of
hail, thunder, and lightning accompanied with whirl
winds and darkness, far exceed anvthing of the same
kind in more temperate regions. Take Isa. xxiv. 20

T'he carth reeling to and fro
lake a drunkard.

And in those circumstances of terror with which an
appearance of the Almighty is described as in
s, xviii. 11,13, 15

His pavilion round about Him was darkness.

\When hatlstones and coals of fire were His voice.

And wheo at His rebuko the channels of the waters
Are to be scen,

And the foundations of the hille discovered.

And Isa xvii. 13 :

The nations shall rush like the

Rushings of many waters :

But CGod shall r..huke them,

And they shall tly far off,

Aud they shall bo chased like the

Chaff of the mountain before the wind,

And like the down of the thistlo before
Tho whirlwind.

But the poctical figure beyond all others which
elevates the style of Scripture and gives it a peculiar
boldness and sublimity is, Personification, or the
making the elements of nature appear full of mind and
sentiment. Take :

Hab, iii. 5 ¢

Before Him went the peatilence, and
RBurning coals went forth at His feet.

Ps. Ixxvii. 16:

The waters saw Thee, O God,
And wero afraid.
Hab. iii. 10:

The mountains saw Thee, and they trembled.
Tho overfiowing of the waters passed by :
The deep uttered his voico and lifted up

hia hands on high.

The Ixxx Ps.; and Isa. xiv. 9-23, surpass for per-
sonified imagery all human and revealed productions.

Hebrew poetry ‘was expressly written to be accom-
panied, with music sung by choirs or bands of singers
and musicians who answered alternately to each other,
When for instance one band began the hymn: The
Lord reigneth, Let the earth rejoice. Then the chorus
or some chorus took up the corresponding versicle:

f.et the multitude of the isles be glad thereof.
or again . Clouds and darkness are round about Him,
The other rephied  Judginent aud righteonsncss are the habitation
of His throae.

But the sublime aim of lcbrew poetry was to bring
the Divine and haman into a personal relationship ; and
through praophetic ascriptions adore the Redeemer who
was to come into the world.  And as these prophetic
hymns now in our hands look back to Calvary even as
they looked forward to Calvary, they are to be used in
ascriptions of praise to Christ, and in preference to all
human compositions, but not to the rejection of holy
hymns and paraphrases.

SRy,




