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BIRD TAll.

Thie reservo in andor tho care of Rev. John McArthur. In
resdnnie to a rofsreace from this mission, your committes was
ias ra ted tast ysar to oniice into the subject of Indisn marrisges
in ord 7 that it m.ght be ma le loss easy for an Indian to discard
at will & wifo wham he muy have had perhaps for years, and to
marry anothor waoman. Tais matter has boon a very real grievance
ospacially oa this reservo. It iz & pleasuro to report that, chiefly
through the sasistanco of Mr. J A. Markle, tho Indian agont at
Birtle, s marriago acoording to the Indisn custom is declared tobo
legally binding, and mechinery is now put within the reach of
Indian agents, 50 that if an unprincipled Indian deserts his wifo,
he is liable tc prosccution under the criminal code. This declara-
tion will have » good cffoct throughout our whole Indian
population.

BOLLING RIVER,

For noatly two years Mr. Wright has hadchargeof thisressrvo,
Though tho people are still hoathen, their sttitude towards the
miasionary and his messago is becoming mero encouraging. Alr.
John Black assisted Mr. Wright as interpreter during the past
summoer, but lately he hasbeen transferred to the Lizard Pomnt
reservo,

LIZARD I'OINT.

Thixis ono of tho resorves until lately voder tho caro of the
Rsv. Mr. Flatt, and his rerigastion has renderod a now arrenge-
munt necessary hore also. Mr. John Black, as has just toen
roported, has bsen placed 1a charge of this miasion.

PORTAGE LA I'RAIRIE.

Tho new building mentioned in tholast report asbeing required
for this achodl, is now in progross of orention, and in a foew days it
will bs {inishel Tho attondanco at this achool is now larger than
over, being at presoat thirty thres. During tho past summer six
of the larger girls were, for part of their time, out at servicoamong
fanulies in the town, and thoy havo given great satisfaction. The
new buildiog will be a great help to thoachool. The little Indian
congregation, so closely connected with this, is still faithful.y
tended, and is giving evidenco of God’s blessing.

SUMMARY.

This work extends over tweonty-two reserves, with fifteen mis.
sionocentres. Theroare six ordained missionaries, and some thirty.
five 1ay workers of different classes. Services are held at thurty
places, and in foor diffcreot langusges. Thero are seven boarding
tod industriel schools, and three day schools, with a total enroll-
ment of 304. This work 18 carried on at an estimated cort for the
current year of $19,G67.

As this report ahows, thero is life a.d growth over tho wholo
fidd. From the nature of the work tho progross is necessanly
slow, but 1t 1a nevertheless resl and sabstantial, and we havo
abundant roascn for thanking God for what Hohas donein the past
and takiog ocurage for tho futare.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL

International S. S. Lesson.
Lessox XI.—Davip axp Joxatuax, —DEc. 13.
{1 Sam. xx. 32-32.)

Goupex Texr,—'' Thero is a fricad that sticketh closer than a
brother.”"—DProv. xviii. 24.

Czxtaan Tavte.—True Friondship.

»at, v, 32 34,
oken, v. 3540,
ocars, v, 41, 42,

Tixz ANP Pravz.—About B.C. 1062 {1} The royal palace at
Gibeah, fonr miles north of Jorusalem. (2) A field near Gibrah,

IsTRuBCCTORY. —After David's victery over Geliath, He was
brovght befure Saul, Then it was that Jonathan's soul ** was
knit with the scul of David.” Jonathan bestewed his military
dreas and arms upon David, a3 a a public mark of honor. David's
pepularsy, hawever, made Saul envicue, and he tried to destroy
tin  Finally, Davad fled to Samocl's home.  Saul pursned David,
hut 5038 Spurit prevented hix frem harming him.  Returning to
Jerusalem, 11avid ~onsulted with Jonathan, wxko premised sgainto
intercedo with Sanl. They renewed their ctvenant, and Danid
went into hiding to await werd {rem Junathan as to ke reeult of
his intercession.

Tux TesT, v. 32 31.—To gain a real concejtion of theclaracter
and vauses of the {riendship existing between I'avid and Jeoathan
the ckaplers intesmediate to Jast loasen and thia slcild te cate.
fully read. It was 10 David as the Yoy deliverer ¢{fazaclilat it
zon of Saul first felt his warmly affectiorate ratoie crawr. He
3w in the shephard Iad, »e far beneath bim in ran}k, tkorgh ere

Asuutas.—THE S
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than his equal in genius and versatility, not only courage but a
true heart, a haamblo sprit, and wonderful common senss. In
Joanathaa Duvid also (ound all tho qualities of A brave soldier, as
well 4 &4 neZasaimas, aasollieh and s roagly affectionate aaturo,
Thero wau a feature of Ju 1athaa’s frieadstitp anparalicted 1a clatata
bistory,—it was the friendship of the heir to a throne for his
stronyest and mast formidable rival.

The pioture shown us in thoe first part of our lesson has abont it
all the elementa of tragedy. Jonathan wasseated atthotable with
his fathor the king, and no doubt many of tho courtiers. Saul was
epquiring concerning the wheroabouts of David, and wasroused to
angor at the uaconcealed friendship of his son for this dangerous
outlaw. He felt that so long as David Lived his throne was
insectire and tho succestion of his heir uncertain ; and thus hegave
vent to hisrage and foar in a doclaration that this Betblehamite
must die. But Jonathan’s lovo for David was groater than his
desire to reign, and in anxicty for his friend's safoty heforgot that
in him was tho greatost cbaticle to hissuccossion ; bence hissimple
minded question, *\Whorefore shall he be alain?” This blind
indifferent to self-interest irritated Saul beyond measure, and for
answer he hurlod his javelin at the heart of his own son ; but blind
rago is less mighty than blind love, and tho weapon miared its
mark. It wasanawer enough for Johathan, and he rose and teft
his father s table with fierce anger, becauso ho was grieved for
David, It wasthe oboice botween royal favor and a fogitive's
{riendship. Ho chose the latter, and lives to-day &z tho noblest
oxamplo of ungelfish fidelity. *

Tuk Toxrxy, v. $5.40.—David and Jonathan had a tryst ia the
morning out in the fields around Gibeah at the stone Ezel. >
faithful to his word tbe king'a son made his way to tho meeeting
placo taking with him a little Iad. David was in hiding, awaiting
the sigual agreed upon to teil bim his fate. Might he return or
must he flea? So the question ran through bis mind. If the
arrows shot by Jonathan fell short of bim, it meant that the royal
palaco was still open to his presence, if they fell beyond it meant
that he muat part from his friend zad take his refoge in the
surrounding hills. How anxiously be waited for the sign. With
a sad hoart Jonathan drew back his bow string, and let fiy the
arrow ; it horled through thoair and fell far bevond the hidiog
place of David, apother flew, and still a third, and as tho arcker
shouted to his 1ad who had run for the darts, *Is not the arrow
beyond thes? Mako spesl, hasto, stay not i the hiddenonekoew
that the warning was to him, au henceforth the life of a fugitive
maust be his until God chose to atill the hand of the enemy.

Tue TraRS, v. 41, 42.—Jonathan sent the boy back to the city
with his bow and arrows, so that he might say farewell to David
alone. Ho was not satisfied to peit from him with but a signaled
message; love overcamo pradence, and in & moment they wero
clagped in each others embrace. It wasa demonstrativo expression
of friendship, somewhat warmer than our western conventionality
approves, bat it came from great hearts auch that the conventions
of no age cr hemisphere could restrict. If our own friendshipa
were moro fully cxpressed sometimes, thero would be leas heart
starvation than there is in thiamodern money making ege of ours.
Many & nature bas been chilled and ultimately frozen for lack of a
little of that demonsirativences so beautifully pictured bere. Let
us take timeand trouble to bo Iriendly. One amil-, cne tender
caroas in lifo is worth ariver of tears shed over thr. breathlessclay.

Application and Yllustrat.on.
GLEANINGS.

Tge Doy oF Waryise.~Ope of {riendship 3 bighest dutiea is
to warn. Thiz is also the sternest test of ’riendship, Ifmy
{riend dare tell mo wherein I am wrong, and how I can make

myself right, I shall press bim to my beart as & friend indeed.
But if he fear my frows, or shrink from hurtiog me, or hasitate to

take the trouble and therisk, ho is no friend to me, nor deserves
‘to have me for a {friend.

A Lissox riiod TnE Lap.—We do not know the full measure of
all wo aro doing. }ad tho lad bheen aslcd, ** What are you
doing?!” He wonld havereplied, *Iam pickiog up arrows for
the king's son.” That is the end of his talo 30 {ar a3 bo knows.
He did ot know that through him was telearaphed to a treskiog
heart that tho king was determined against him. It 1s mo with
as. We ace part of our work. Thero 1z a side of 1t wo know
nothing about. \Vhat a myateriouns life is this! TWeare obrerved
wo are ast in order, wo are made instromenta.

Curist ot Furxp.—** David . . .« fell oo “is face to the
ground, and bowed humsell thres i ts,” v. 41, Tavid was tke
real king, yot ho humbled himself. How thia reminds ws of osr
Lord in the manger, inthe garden, and on the croes. Beloved,
let uz approciate what our Lord auffered for us ard teheve s Him
28 ' a lover that sticketh closer than a broiker,”—Pr. xwiis, 94.




