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harvest," the river wa.s unfordable and in-
Passable; and therefore it wvas that there
-%ere Cities for Refuge on both sides. But
some strong soul, in the valley of that river,
to whom God's power appeared-as to Elijah
these before hün, and to John Baptist after
hirn-mighit, in the day of bis distress, want
to gyet as high and as near to God's bosom as
he colild, and fly upward to Ramoth; even
swimmingr the Jordan in the time of flood,
asl did the eleven inighty nien of God to
join David in the hold. Oh for tle conqlueringr
faith, that makes nothingr of obstacles, wvheric
God's deliverance is in view'

T'HE SCAN1DINA VIA N WORK1INMZfCHIGA N.

Accordiio to the last census, therew~ere in the Statc
of Michigan 16,445 Scandinavians. There are, now,
probably about 25,000. The Frce Church elemnrt
found its w'ay into the State quitý recently. Thiere
are nowv six Free Mission churches, ail bujit within
three years, and four within one year, at an aggregate
cost, lots included, of about $8,;oo. Nothing extrava-
gant in that. Three ycars ago only $200 could be
raised to support the preaching of the Gospel. Last
year, the saine field raised $2!,o3o, an averag-e Of $338
to a chiurch. Not a great suin, but a good deal for
these littie baby churches wvhen one considers tbat at
the saine tinie they have borne the cost of buildiing.
Ail of these churches are -sef-supporting in this sense
that they build and pay the preacher so fiar as they
can, and wvhen they cannot support a preacher, they
preach theinselves. They have to support theniselves,
and their Chîristian zeal and earnestness is such that.
they can sin-, " AIl for Jesus, Ail for Jesus, AIl for
Himi the crucified."

Do you wvish to know howv these churches w~ere
forrned? Thc general tone is this: A certain brother
experiences the power of God unto salvation, and
prostrate at the throne of grace, lie 'vrestles with God
in prayer, until others are born into the kingdom. A
prayer-mneeting is started, ivhich gradually develops
into a church.

A few years ago, a poor fariner in C--, Mlich.,
sinkzing under the burden of sixi, feul upon his knees
before God, praying. To-day that farner can K-neel
in a churcb with a comrpany of sixty-four rcdeemed
ones.

Five years ago, there wvas but one of these bretl -en
in M-, and be becarne the nucleus of achurc' owv
numbering thirty-two niembers.

In L- there wvas about a dozen converted young
men wvorking in the saw-mills. When winter came.

on and wvork became scarce, wbat do you suppose
they contrived for wintcr amusement ? Thcy met,
put aIl the money tbey could spare into a common
purse, and then wvcnt to work to build themselves a
church. Nowv they are doing their own preaching by
turns, but are very glad to have missionaries cail on
theni.

Six years ago, a dcnion-like man iii M- was
powerfuily converted. He began at once to wvork for
God wvith ail bis migbt, and througlb the efforts of tbat
man there is a cliirch of about eighty members.

In G- a young man kept tip a prayer-meeting for
fivé years. For the next three years a common
labourer preached for theni, the first year without any
compensation w'batever. For the next two years an-
other labourer supplied tbem at a compensation of ten
dollars a month. A year ago last summer tbey buiilt
a church costing $3,ooo. There are sixty members,
but an attendance of from twvo hundred to four hun-
dred. 1 wvisli 1 could tell you of the spirituality of
that churcb. Sunday evening there was a dozen
young rmen kneeling in the front seats, remaining in
th is posture baif an hour, and, vhi le the people entered,
tbeir fervent prayers of praise and petition ascended
in an ilnbroken volume to beaven. Whien wve arose,
the bouse wvas aliost packed. Tbis made a very
powerful impression, and put ail in a desirable frame
of mind for worship.

I have alluded to rnyself to showv their accessibility;
and let nie add that I bave found my wvay to aIl tbese
witbout recommendations from bead quarters, and
'vberever 1 cani go, you can go ; for, altboughi I ain
a Scandinavian by birth, in reg ard to church matters
they ail treat me as an American Congregationalist.
Thus, the question in Michigan is practically answer-
ed. The timidity on both sides seeins to wear away
in proportion as tbey becorne more and more acquain-
ted, and tbus we are drifting nearer and nearer the
practical issue. Wbat does tbat mean ? It means,
another field open to the Arnerican Home Missionary
Society to help tbese Swvedish people have the Gospel
preached unto theni.

But what about their character ? "Are tbey
sound?" "Are they a temperance people ?" "There
are a great many drunkards among the Scandinavians."
Truc ; but let me tell you, that every one tlîat belo-îgs
to these Free Churches miust live teniperance. Re-
garding their piety 1 can say that they simply dling to
God, and stick so clobely to the Bible, witb wvbich
tbey are very famuliar, 4tbat it is hardly safe for the
minister to pick up an illustration'as lie passes aiong
through bis discourse. They want a simple, straigbt-
forward Gospel sermon from the word go. A man
would not be appreciated who should talk about the
limitations of the Infinite ; or tbe transcendental, in-
describable sometbing, indelibly written in tbe tosoni
of the Absolute.
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