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Juiy 13 , THE- ARK IN THE HOUSE. 1{2sam 6:

GOLDE:N TrIT.-"« Ho-l blesseth the habitations of
the just."-?rov. i: - 13.

TimE.-B.C. Four yeara later than last losson.
PLACE. -Jerusalema and Baale.
P~AALLEL.-I Cbron. 13.
INTBODUCTION.-Duriug tbe inturval frow tho last lessun

the armns of David hiad heen successful and lie was firmly
establisbed on the throne o! Israel. It was cbaracteristic
of hlm tbat hoe sbould seek to idenitify in a more special
and empbatic way tban bad yet been done, the worship, of
Jebovah with the capital o! the Kingdom. Thie artisans uf
King Hiramo bad huilt David an bouse, but hoe mould feel
that tbere was a greater King over Israol than bimsel!, ho
was but the representative o! Divine sovereignty, and it
waseominontly fitting tbat tbe visible symbol of that power
shiould ho fixed in the capital, and the realization of tbat
idea is the subject of oui- losson. Apart fromn the re-
ligions aspect of tbis event, it was in the bighest degree
wise, politicaily. Jerusalem, hecause o! this, bocamf, the
centre of worsbip, tbe objective spot of the pions Israelites
prayers and pilgrimages. The great importance attached
to this aspect of the question is manifested by the action
-of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, wLen after the revoIt, of tbe
ton tribes from tbe rule of Reboboara, bie set up the
worship of tbe golden calves lu Dan and Bethol. (1 Kings
12 : 26.29.) We are sure, bowevor, that tbe one supreme
thougbt in Davids mind was honour and reverence for the
God of Israel ; in fact some bave thougbt from Pealm
132 : 2-5, that it was a dream cf David*s youth, and a vow
of bis early manbood, that tbe ark of God should ho
hrougbt to that place where it would please Hlm to record
bis mnme. Cail attention to the fact that the ark bad re-
mainod at Baaie (or Kirjath-Joarim), sinco the incidents
narrated iu 1 Sam. 4 : il; 7: 1, 2., though occasioually
brougbt ont for spociaPpurposes. (1 Samo. 14 : 18.) 1t bad
thorefore boon lu tbis state of soclusion during the leader-
ship o! Samuel, the reigu o! Saul and the oleven years of
the reign of David.

Notes and Conaments.-Ver. 1. "Again: " after
the successes recorded in the preceding chapter. "1Chosen
men:- ' the chie! men, most influeop tial from the tribes
this was for the purposo of taking counsol witb thom on
tho aubjeet o! brînging 'ap the Ark, thue interesting tho
whole kingdom lu the movoment. (Seo 1i Obron. 13 : 1-4.)

Ver. 2. " aWith ail the people:-" we suppose the thirty
thousand of ver. 1, and a largo number beside who would
gladly join lu thie great religions coremony. Nothing is
said of the soldiere thougli doubtless an armed force ac-
eompanied the king and those with hiru tD protet thêm
from an attack o! the Philistines, to which tbey would ho
exposed. For the journey to Baale, se0 1 Obron. 13, this
was the camne as Kirjath-Jearim, the old Canaauitish namo
having continuod with the Israelitish one. (Seo 1 Sam.
6 :21 ;7 :1rJosb.15 :9 ;Cron. 13 .6.) l'The ark: "
madei in the wilderness undor tbe direction o! Johovab, it
was the most sacred thing lu tbe tabernacle and its place
was in the Holy o! Hobies. -"Dwelltb-Cherubim: "
this becauso they wore always associated with the presence
o! God (Psa. 18 :. 10 ; Ezek. il : 22>; and the Shekinah
was boera.

Ver. 3. IlNew cart: " or covered waggon, as did the
Philistines. (1 Sam. 6: 1 on) ;this was not the divinoly
appointed way, it sbonld have been carried by tbe cbosenl
family o! Levites. <Num. 4: 15.) "Il ouse o! Ah)inad1ab :
where it bad romained since it was sent back by the Phul-

istines. 1 Oibeah: or '<ali the bis. " IlUzzah;
strength. " 1Ahio:" brotherly; "1sons"' or descendants,
possibly tbroe or four generations baok, we are not told
that Abinadab waB alive aveu when the Ark was taken to
Kirjath-ja-im, and there is no sucb mention now.*

Ver. 4. " aBrought it ont .:" doubtiess to the shout of
the words which Moses uttered wben the Arli was nioved
frward ii the wOIlderness. (Num, 10: 35.) Went be-

fore:"1 to guide the oxen.
Ver. 5. IlDavid-played. " this waý a glad day for the

hing iýnd bis people, and they-express their gladness as bas
been done by ail people in ail ages by mitsical instruments.
-Instruments made of fir-ivood. " rather as in the parallel

passage in 1 Chron. 13: 8 " lWith ail their might and
with songs." "'Harps, psalters" a stringed instrument
of a-triangular form. -1 Tirobrels:" resembling our modern
tambourine. "Cornets: "a a loud sounding kind of instru-
ment gonerally made of the humn of some animal.
"aCynibale - "a re5embling our modern instruments of the
samne namoe only smallor.

Ver. 6. IlNachon's tbroshing floor::." Nachon ie not
a proper name, it is rather a preparod, a fixed place, a place
always usod for the samne purposo. in 1 Chron. 12 : 9 it ie
-aUled the "1throshing floor of Chidox :"1 it may bave been
tbat this latter was tbe name of the owner, some, bowever,
intorpret hoth naines as baving referenee to tbe tradgedy
o! the next verse, bere, -'Nachon's threshing floor ' is
translated a"the thresbing floor of smiting," and in 1
Chron., "athe tbroshing floor o! the dart."l IlUzzah-
bis band:"' wbicbi aven the priosts might not do. IlSbook
it :" a rude, beavy eart witbout springs on a rough road.
Tbe act o! U.zzah was not biniul in its intention but in its
disobedience (possibly tbrough forgotfulness, as there

jseoms to bave been strange forgatfulness on the part o! ail,
Iking, priosts and people alike), of a divine ordinanco.

Ver. 7. «1Anger-kindlod-died :" why ? Was it not
1 a very slight offence to receive so severe a punishment?
i It may appear so, bnt apart from the assurance that the
1Judge o! ail the esrth must do right, we think that we can
see reasons for tbe severity. The ark was tbe symbol o!
the Divine presenee, a.nd as snob w,'as tIe ho hel&l i the
deepest reverence, none migbt look at it riuch less toucb
it without danger of deatb. Uzzah was a Levite, and as
sncb know th-le commands of God respecting the e.rk. It
is more than likely that long familiarity had hrod-not
eoniempt-but freedom and careless'iess wvith reference za
tbe divine symbol; and it was evident tbat king and
people alike needed the lesson whicb the judgment con-
veyed. Did we know botter the spirit o! the tixnos we
should likoly nnderstand better the Divine aet.

Ver. 8. laDavid-displeasod :"' tbe word elsewhore
translatied " Grieved -" hie was afraid lest the divine
anger sbould extend to himsolf and the people, the whole
arrangement of the jonrney which bad stopped so dis-
astrously was bis planning. "Perez-Uzzah" £tbe breacb,
or the rent of Uzzah.

Vers. 9, 10. Not only did tbis sali incident interfero
with the procession, but it stopped the journoy. David
feared to go on lest se greater catastrophe migbt happen,
so he detormined to beave the ark wbere it was, and not
bring it up, as lie bad intended, to Mount Zion, until hie
bad more explicit, Divine direction on the matter, wbich
bad hoe sougbt at first would have guarded bim against the
sin tbat brought the judgment. a-So the ark was carried
into the bouse, nigh at baud, of Obed-Edomn :"'alit. sorv-
ing Edom. Ho was a Levito, deseended from 1Kobath to
whose family the duty o! caring for the ark wae originally
assigned. (Num. 3 :27-31.) IlGit'ite :"' so-ealled from
Ithe place of bis birtb, the Levitical city of Gath-remmon in
the tribo of Dan.a

Ver. il. Obed-Edom showed tbe courage of true faitb
in receiving t'ae ark wben the king feared to contiuuè bis
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