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once tliat it thtîs improves the ezebequer, iL impoverishies it a hundred timesq. Lt
i8 dificuilt to sec on wliat principlo this relative graduation of our bencvolence
can ho defended. Wo aire forbid'len to mensure our morality by that of our friand
and neiglhnur. Before wo determine the degrec of sobriety %ve mean to observe,
we do not; first ascertain bow mncli 'vine he drinks cacli day ; nor do wov think it
riglit to regulate our honesty or truthfulness by his, modestly resolving to be a
litti more under the mark than he, lest we 8hould be supposed guilty of presump-
Lion. And if benevolence be, in a world like this, as binding an obligation as
justice-so binding indeed that he that shutteth up his bowels of compassion
against his brother batth not the love of Gud-whence have we receivcd the
auth>irity to restrict its outflow by consideratiuns of a purely relative and conven-
tiontil character ? There is a weak and ensnaring fear on the part of too many,
to confxnt fairly their individual obligation in the presence of a conscience that
derives iLs illumination froin hoaven. And yet in giving, as in every other thing,
ta our Master wie stand or fali; and the only condi.,,. %%L;h becomes us as mon
of intelligence aud piety i8 that wvhich in the siglit of our God and Saviour hon-
estly and courageoui4ly takes full aocount of our means, and then, examining the
dlaims of each appoal as iL comes, allots to it its due share. If the light of that
judgment wihich 'ive are so soon to face wore only scen to rest, as it does indeed
rest, on ail the pathsannd purposes of our life, upon our givings and receivings, a
wonderful impulse would be given to our benelicence. '[ho liberality of many
would bo increased a hundredfold. The pica, "I1 cannot niford," which, by its
flippant and audacious triing writh tho Lruth, lias astonisbed both heaven and
earth, ivould not be heard once whore now it is heard but too often. WVe have no
faithi of ever seoing the finances of our various institutions rising into a position
of unfluctuating prosperity, until an enlighitencd conscience is made the chancel-
lor of a man's exehiequer. 1le will see to it that nothing enters there, any more
than into heaven, thiat defleth; and lio will see to it that nothing romains thero
vthii bas a mission oiseevhere. Ile wili often dole out with a firm hiand largre
suins, which 'ivili make a heinous selflshness whisper that hoe is too Iavishi; and
to ail timid counisels, comae they frorn wihat. quarter soover, lie will have but one
nnswer-" I must givo ns God has prospered mie; flot more, lest I shouid be dis-
honest to man ; not leas, lest I should be dishoncst to God." lVhp. this becomes
the case, we shall have seen the last of that curious and obstructive class of mon
who, with a voxatious oye for faults, have nover yet sean the society or projeot
wîich. lias been deemed worthy of their liberality. Whatever plan of usetulness
is framed is wçrong in its principle, or in its detitils, or in its originators, orin its
supporters, or in iLs mode of workir.g, or in the ime of its ftirmatiun. And as
suehi persons iih not devise any seheme of their own which. is likely to secure
the approval. of any second mian of ordinary sagacity, their generosity is dounied
to incessant disappointment. My brethren, truth demands that ire tear the înask
froin tho face of this evil spirit. It is not generosity, but covetousness, which is
idulatry, and wihich ecan have no part in the kingdom of heaven.

May the Lord pour out upon this asstumbly, and on ail the ehurches here repre-
sented, the spirit of consecration, wbich is the spirit of Christ. Without Unîs, in
vain will ho our polity, and in vain wiili bo our creed. With this, we are ready,
God keeping us3, for ail that the age demands at our hands. May the Iloiy Spirit
bless us with the true annointing, the annointing which gives ligýht to the eye and
love to the heart. May we feel and speak as if wie saw ourselvos encomnpassed
with a great cloud of witnesses, aniong whom are the spirits of the just made
perfect, an innumerable company of angols, Jesus the niediator of the new cove-
nuant, and God the judge of ail. May wo abide together for a soason, in pence
and joy, and wiith hearts strengthened by communion wiitli each other and with
our Saviour. And when we part from each other, may we go ta, our various ficones
of labour, impelled by this one purpose, at once a, necessity and a privilogo, "I1
must work the works of Ilimn that sent me while it ia day; for the nigh lt cometh,
when no man eau work."


