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e~fforts to prc1'cîa lal)Ses, as beilîg L*t*Lry %way iîldesýi -

able and in lno selise Profitable.

BADLY ]MIXED AS USUAL.
M'lien otîr c.ete(ic thetnîîray ftitiiiit7î tif

Conislier<e of this city, îîîîdertakzcs to cleal %% idi iilr
rince natters, eitlier bv way or' news or cunuîiiiet, it
inivariably niakzes a1 iliiiddle of il. 'lO ils otiier 1.îte
-tell eei e lits i the iniatter or the Caledoiaxii genleral

agency %-acalicy litre, it. lias affded the followilîg, Nhlich,
in view of the acttual fitets whichi wu give el«Sewliere,
is too richi to k-ep) froin otir readers. W iiiî.î rema.,rik
that NIr. Georg.- Gillespie litre îîailied i-, fot at ail the
Mr. Gilluspie % hoS* nane lias leciî coîîîîýctçtl> bi inntur
%vith tlîe apîoinitieflt iL'férred tu. Ili the /jm, tit/ of
Noveinher 27, P~ge 991, appeans tle foiJou iîîg.

attention tu tis juriial iilt IW.ve beell SCI., seillaing :sIo
wlint the 1, c-timnnîg Cets"- ', rem, wçhicl %veru t-istiiig thecir

shadowa, Iltf. by Ilitits iii Ule>t- coIl1is. M1r. Chiarles l.ecs,
of the L.ondoun oflicC ce the Cciie(atti, lias bLîeti rcsidilîg fur

.sbînîe tinte in thls city., aw1%aiting the returit of. Ir. George cilles.
pie froîîî a viit to lte N'ortlîwest aînd Btritishî Coliiînilna. Ili te
interval, *Mr. Gillespie -ani 11r. 'r. IL )~îso f the 1liteiiix or'
l'ondoui wCSI± CltOseul tu tepresulnt joiiitly fliC Caliolin Conî.-
paîîy nCanlada. .Gilpe toiiikOwIandscî.
aîît anîd iîneiibtr of one of Mioîitrea1's oldest anîd îno.st respe(ct-
allie faillies to liceil aîîv local introduction. The 01(1 firin of
Gillespie, 11offat ta Co., îvlîo0 hall larg%! coinnuwrcîia inîere:Sîs aid
connections, w-ere guiieral agents of the I1hoeîîtxý lîtitauce Co.
'nuis agency 'vas continued Io he licl, h) flicir siL'CCSsoYS, Gil-
lespie, Patersoni & Co., in ivhicli Iii :ulri. George Gillespie %VIS
a partur. W'heni, however, tlittir iattager, '.%r. 717yre, took
chargc of the Nortieri, 'Mr. Paterson, jr., udto liad beci traiuced
ln the iusuraîlce departineltit, Wvas appoitîted inanner of th1e
Phoenix, while Mr. Gillespie coutinued lte uzwrcaîttle <leiart.

nient of the firuî. 'Mr- Hudson, ivith wîhoul ilr. Gillespie is to
lie associatccl in thie Caledonlinit, occupicd ah onle tinte n .cson
sible poition under Taylor lîros.. but iii recetit vents bias I=en
tlie htghly efficîcîit iltîsicctiir ofîlie Pllimiîîia Ct>,« mlî nattur.îll'
regret losilag his .tlale crvc

Feeling that w"e cannot do0 flhe subject fîîll justice, we
refrain from furtlîer comnît ou thezabove, 01113- paus-
ing betwveeni lauglis to note thaI our coîîteîuporayy aiso
in tlue saine issue rIxakes Wild gîîcsses gCîîerally, and
badly maixes the naille ofM\r. J. Ii. Ewart of flic eat
ern <whose naine is emtbelisliecl iii an extra ', H.")

with the pending readjustiîîeîit of tic getîcral ageîîcy
affairs of the Guardian. t

IFpE flNSUUANCE BY THE GOVERNM.ENT.
XVe ore in receipt of the following froni a xvalued

English friend, the moderate and respectful toile of
which entities it to a feu' words of caîîdid cosisidera-
tion ~hhfolloîv the letter
I2dilor INSURAScE & P-iNA.çc2 CJiRoYçicLE-.

i have noticed how ofteti you liave ridiculed tite itisurauice
business of thefBritishi Iost.office, zud Your relnîarks- iii your
issue for Nov. i induce nie Io0 ask iathleraf*ucrnill tiierc is iot
something lcgitiîîtate ia the Govcrnnînet itiî'IJertînkitg tlic
business orlie isu rance toa certan cxtcut? 'No oe,lIsuppose,
-wfUld prestinie tixat mien îvanting tu iiisiTe their lives for aîw
su',i froin, say, C2oo uptward wvould do so iii anything but a
reg.'lar life office. Buttuouil la good officetitudertake iîuraticc
for s #y C10 or even £s5? Is il neot by insurig for suci s;ujIlI
suis as thms, with absoluute s1fcty, that lte Post-oflice 11ins
.,orniecaim on tie insuriîig public>' There are dozùitless plcuîty
of - benefit soc, etics 1 %vhliclî hesure for very suzail axîlounits, but
no onew~ouid '?rctCfld that these -sonitimcs shaky institutîoiis
cari inspire such confidence as tic f' overLinîiit cati. As au
outsider 1 do itot. iow %uhctbcr a large lifc office %would unidtr-
take ho isure :or £s, but presmnie m.ot. If mot, ilieu il. see.ms

DEcE.%tiER i, i89t.

tO"l 'tic lt the Po()St-(ofrcc is tlaitig 900d nwor t . Ilowever, 1
wati for ilie yuoesoîI îs;r olits, rit'.,

''ie grotitids of olir opjiositiott to life listiraiîce Iy Ille
British Post office or hý Ille goerîiiliit:it oif tll\ counîtry
11i ;îîv iia.tiilt r have bueî tjtt Ltv trt.tjteiiflv iid sollic.
wxliaî. fuliy stied. biit thîey m il) bear rcpvtition. lit
thîe firi place, wc iote tha.t " tqic 'iîuii seenis
:o tue perîniateI witli flle elrrolti,îîu:, ideia, thaI if coin-
iaies already c:iîgagcd iti thc %,fiks o! elliîig life
iistiraiicc ideviiiiitç wîilI îot do.su ini cvrt.tiii iîiiiîi,.ci

anoiiS, //we'êv thue goî c..-ruil(t it 0iu,îid bc calkdi lîpoan
to seil il. Asý a inaittr of fact. tlive aie îIeîîit\ of rc'.
spuîîsiblc inbsittîilîî iii Crt..it ]3rit.îiin lthçl furîi. iî, anid
for îtuaiy ýcars Jîive flurim'îbetl, lifé. insuri;llte ns îzn
aînoîîuîts. To %av îîothinîg of te ltilîcrous -fritîîdly
societies -whici are relia>le, ias oiiri-siiteî
iiever hieard o! the h tîdeitia suac Cîiaw i
flic field ever siîîce i 84S, %vith its îîrtseîîî t estul ftîtîds
of îîîore thaî.-iuSo,ocoo,ooo, anid whiicli paid ontt kast yewr,
xîxostly i sîumull clanulis iller policies. about $>:S,ooo,-
ooo? Or of flie Pearl, or flic Britislî XVorkîiai's, or flhe
Reflige, and set'erml <ther good coiiupniiies, wlîicli îîmakc
a specialîy of p)olicites for siinall aîioiîts? 'We lire.
sune Iliat fic regîîinr coiiipaliies iiot doiîîg ai inîdu.s-
trial bîusiiies-s wotild is-sue policie t b iîahlI iinîsurers if
applied for ; but as this class of applicaiîîs îtattîrally
look to tlie ilii(hstnial conîipalieb anîd frieîudly sceis
thie crdiîîary cotuplanies art not callud tupon, as a rile,

10 leal %vitli tlieuix. It iiîay iiittLret:b ' Euîquirer -to
kîiow that tiue Uîîitcd Kiingdoin ib fiîîi of agenîts couu-
peting anioiig flic %orkitig aid poorer classes to fuirni. -
thoînl %witlî sîllpolicies, just snlcbl as Il' -voiid ]lav'e
Ille go%'eriiiiielit isstie. lis î'ici cýf flik iîioniiîleîîal
fact, what eaul lins flic goveriinieut tep iii to be
stili niiother cotiîpetitor? If it i.s lg tne for thie
suate to sdII insuraîîce for ziotoJolliî JolIIes-, il is quite
as ]h 'itituiate to seli iîîsîîralice to W'illiai Browîn for

iooantd SD it îuany go ilito thie bîisiîîess as a1
cnmpetitor %vitlh ai tlle coxilpanlics, large anid sinali.

Thue futidatrnetutal error of our corresponîdent, aîîd o!
ail tlîoc-_ t'lio sirare luis views, is iii fle assuîiipîtouî
that te goveruuîueiît lias a riglit t go ilt tlle lîfe iii-
surance business at ail, coîîplcd with tlic fuîrther error
diat, assumizig it bias Ille riglît, thiere is soiîie îîîyster-

lous reasonx wly it sluould engage iii tlîis blisjîue&q
wliich does uuot apply to othier kiîuds o! business. If

the state -.1may properly insulre mtîcni's lives, why zîîay it
îlot as cousisteatly iiîsure thetir property, and 5o go
into fire ixusuralice as a coîîîpetitor with the ariiîv o!
conmpanics aiready iii the fiçldl ? If onue kind o! insur-
-Ice cornes w%%itliii its provinice, wh'y3 xîot ail kid,

accident, guarauilce, plate glass, eîniployer's Iiibility
aiîd burglary ? Anîd if the state iniay sell iîideîuîîjty
for the losof a life or a liouîse or a brokenl Ieg, wvhy

muîaýy lý îlot as legitiniabel>' s&i1 burglar p)roof safés, or
sîcel rails aîxd iocoilotivus, or bricks and kitelueiu
ranges? if it is legitinate for the go%-eriniieiut to
engage tmn flhe life iîxsiirance business, it is equally
legitiniatt to engage iii the tranisportation business,
anxd niay as cnusiteutI owiu aîud operate railway and
steaîniblip Unes, liackiîey coaches anxd cabs.


