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î$>,tîte bitieficiai effects of whiclî are iiiinifcst iii

cry dleiparttient cJ Inisl life. A revien' of tlw Past
V.ir litas ineacdu several of our ol<i couîttry cont-

't1 tlllOr.aricsç, in witiclt special attention is giveil to
!ile affairs of the Entîtrald Isle iii 1&)7. lie crttirj

O.'eîe. f ally incident of pulitica imnportance 15

-1 .1uitneutd, tîpoit as a vcry hiopeful and graitifiing1-

IREI.AND TRANQL'IL AN<D I'ROSI'ER.OUS.
'Tie country is in a state of absolute tratîquiiity and

rlr. Ail traces of agrarian agitatioti anîd excite-
menct iare gone. Various causes liave eomtbitîed zo
I Siîg about a liew state of ilmid ini tiltcpi~ and
i ir îîoitglîts antd tergies -art tiow dlivertcdl froiîn

%.'î'mary to practical objects. 'Plicy are aiiniîaed
î a lauidable amtbition to inîpirove thecir social poux-

.111î an ta îkc a<lva:ttýge of the opportunîtics anlt
i 1 iliuies afforded by legisiatioti aud. li tit elTo-îs
.1 vNbîîîiitary associatiotns to advai.ce tbecir iliaterrîi

;!erc*sts." lThe oiy except;oiial evenit in 1897,
hI Nvill be treasîtred iii rcîiiczîtbr.itc,., was -lie

ihev Iisl people, and revived the gencrous spirit witicit
il %%It ouglît ltad die<l out limier tme lghii iii.
îù.ece of <hsappoinîtnetît andl the bitter setise of
m' glect. It called forthi a m-ecome~ ii, wîhicli titt oîili<,
tnbhtll respect but loyal attmau was l' .t l

.sn ç\tclit %wlii siirpriscd ail wlito wviltîcssed it. 'l'ie
(vc is niinorable for the universal joy %vltichi à
cjiffeclw and for tlic practical becefits wlîicii lt'.e

v(. .n 1 fron it ini îtaking tc country knowu ta dî.îît-

10t.% 0t were stranigers, to it, and excitittg ani active
itrust iii its wclfarc. Althoîîgli tic niantifacturiiig
itt-lt>trices of lrclalîd are higlily important, thcy ratk
far below iltose of ait agricuhtural cliaracter as an
cleeilit in tîte productive, thxe Wcaluh-Produciîîg p
et* of tlue couîntry. The depressed condition of tiiose
tiîgaged iii agricutitural life lias ever bec t lie tiatti

cause O! agrariart agitation, wlticlt is thte. special
plhase of 1libernian 1iolitics.

DEVELOI'MENT op DAiiiviN.ý;
Ili>,'. tierefore, higlvt gratifyitg ta t'uîd tiat ot of1
lie mtit iliterestilig and liopeful sigius o! advaice ts
the progress muade by the co-opecrative îiiovciieît
startced by tîte Righit lion. Hlorace Phînikett soute fcwv
y1cars ago, for thte inateriai inîprovetnient of the cutut-
ti'y i, thet voluintary anîd unitcd cfforts of lie people
thvii,iie. It is not to00 înuch to sa' tliat a great
somcial revolutioti lias becît at work, inaîseî by stier-
Iiil t-Iscrvers, and litas alreadv~ eflectec(i -1 Itiarvellous

atiige iii te ideas antd itabits7o! the fartiig claý;ses-.
A iewv figures will illustrate ils inîportanice aund lic
liold it lias upon the coutry. Oit Otob)cr t, tltc-e
were tixo dairy and agricultural soéeties, i auxiliar-
iv«;. 4t) distinctive agrictiltural1 soilettes, four ct'edit
batik's. fiu'e niscellancous sacicties, anci twa fedlera-
11011'. Er local groîtps, nîakiîîg a total of 161 socic:,eq
%vitit i ',ooo nîcrubers. tere are 93 creanUcries witli
8,750 iiienîibers, aîîd tiir output for 1896 atîtoîînîed

to £283,459. lThe average pricc of tlieir butter wvas
95%. Sci., and thec quatitity prcdiced 2,791- touts. lThe
average 1îrice imid fur îniik %vas 3.55(1. per gallonl-a
!liglit iucrease or. <lie pricc for 1895.

The catie tratle of lrclaiid lias long beeti cotisider-
zible. It is feeling tlie cilcets of exportations front
this contiticlit, but it s Mîilt carrdcd on vcrv extensive-
Wy. 'lie officiai returtis pubhishcd arc oty for i î
ilontits of l, st ycar, Jwi.y. to Nov., iii whiclî tintie the
exporîs of 18ve stock %vre as follows

catic. j SicP Sw . 1 ors.

695,839 81,461 7 36,86

In 1894 the cxports of cette wcre 826,954, inI
1895 791,607, and in 1896 tiîey svere less titan
last vcar. Mlie cxiporis of slicel werc largcr titan ini
î>reccdtnig ycars, but tis of swilne lcss, the campe-
tition %ith titis contincnt ibcing cltiefly i cattie ani
ini hiog products.

'lm lizisi FisiiERwIs

rcp)ort a good ycar il% 19, the tot.il vaille of tieir
îproducts bcing ml95oo,.î ilncrcasc of $200000
ovcr 1896. It is a matter of surprise, lîowever, that,
witli sticb au c.-,cnsiive sca-hoard, and mnarkets avait-
able. tilt tisterics Viid so lutile, but, as5 agitation dis-
appears, there wili doubt'css bc a dcvciopment of titis
ilndlusry ta, the grcat advantage of tihe Irisi fishicr-

iil, :îrîc (lie coîîîîtrv gelncrally.
Mi'le advances for public works nia<ie by flic Gov-

mirnît in 1897 %çcre considcrable. Loans wcerc
Ilid<e to landlords and ta tenants for iniprovcments
iu buildings%, drainage, ctc., also for other purposes
%vitici, in (.anda, are limier the chiarge of municipal-
ities. The present systeni in Ireiand is aitogether
too canîpiicated. too, cetitr.ilized. Mie Goverument
Board of Work-s is carrying on thel business of a
Mfortgagc Loatn conîlpany; of a Scdtool Board ; of a
Departnictit of Public Works; of a Municipaiity; of
a' Board (,f Arbitration; of a Mýarine and Fishery De-
parrniciit, and of a Real Estate corporation. It has
1n1. Iess titan 31,00(j accOunfts ta keep and i,200 bild-
ings to riviintain, lîcsides liarbours, ports, raiiways,
(rI.ige works, aIl over lthe country. Sucb central-
isation is not desirable, and wc believP it is the ini-
tclttian of the Salisbury Cmoveirninenit ta, place diîe
mîanagement of a large part of the butsiness now trans-
acted by the 1Board of Works in the liands #)f local
corporations, as is donc iu Canada. The B~oard of
W'orks advaniced $8,120.000 for land gra nts last yec&-
tînder the Ltrd Ptirchasc Acts. Tie rate of intercst
(1n1 lans cltarge<l n rates ba-S been rcdnccd ta 2 3-4
per cent. wltce the terni docs tiot cxccdc 30 Years;
3 lier cenlt. for ternis flot excceding 40 ycars, and j 1-4
frir those not cxcceclîng sa years. Rcpaynmc-ts of
tiese loans have lieu v(7y satisictory.

Tue batiks of lrcland arc reported ta bc in a very
favourable contdition. Banik of Irelaîid $500 shares
vre quotcd at $r,965. Otier batiks htave b.en paying
divi<lends ranging front 6 1-2 to 15 per cent. The


