
T'he Ifoith14' Record of t/w C/iurc/î of Srofian4.

th:it the vharacter ut (Gtd thuî apparq in
pt'rl*Ii-t I iglt anmi love, vatin g ftlit, a)
d;.rkfl-ss and fe:ar, siin")( witlî the
la« ro ot« a perteet 4pi ritiinI? làîîrmuny.
Thero k. a S. jretne %Vïil I ihve tîiý. Goi
i% ,nr Clre'ator, our Rilter, our *n.3
Btit pri m trily and ''eîillv(Toit is mir

iii !î u lh n-t. MII Iiii s ur te vitIî
ut- LII Iis ru)e <)er -:)I li,; juil .-

JflOft l iin usi-ýr ws, t rtI1 onit ur Ili- love
an 1i te2iie I le tsi i*es ou r goodi. Ilie
aft1t~ liot %wiIIIngî3 . It Ile puini ihes, it
ji<(~ lie 1 4ve34. 'l'iis 5 s te cst;n-
ti.l revelationt ott' (uii ii n Ch isi- the
centralidt. il:, the D)ivinte iront whieh al
ot!lier '4tLSg'frh hev' LI*. it'fl not
suh,'lit ie t;, tlis-l'r .subrdination is
flît :L propt'r *jetuimer whîîto re-
garl theî D iv ne attributes i n relatioin tu

is tlitu -sipri'ii*, esseiitialI, l)iviiie faut re-

a sh urlit knw t lu 4ie ut' il eatlierîisrn and
Julismu;I 1<) kt n w tlat nel.hler Genti le
Dar .Jeu I*'u!!i, vntierstood4 this tact be-
tlu - Lie lhsrigfront o>1 ighrl Visit-
ett (14 t> (rive lighît t4> thein that sit in
d.î-kiess 1141( in the slizt14% uv e deatuil, to

un-1'. ou fet ilitiu the way of p)eacc-."
li thhumbl h itchritian he:îrt looks

Up) to Goti, ht fot t, ace tu t'tee," yet
he Lit ta heart. 'lie spir*it ut' bondagt>-
&Il sense ut t'ear-dîcs out uor hlmi ; the
Spirit of adloption takes hold utf hii. andi
il lus being (ocs fordi inth r,4Ab

Faitiier." ', th',, Ab
Il. But Cod is not only a Father in

Chr'ist; Ile is our Father-the Father,
that is to say, iiot of' any eiasài or secit or
nation ut mien, but the Father ut- ill
" Lîli ath matie uof one blood ail nations

ci men " (Aets xvii. 16). Not only su,
but lie exercises the saine j)aterni re-
latiuon tt) all whu will only clîuiîi Ilini as
a Father, anti address Itini in the 1an-u-
ag1e ut our text. "6Our Father whieh art
in heaven." This is the simple, undilut-
ed neaniwg of tie text, andi we niust not
let ourselves b3 robbedl ot its blessin-
unit cumfort by any theulogical glosses
Whatever. The relation of D)ivine Father-
hocd in Christ is universal, and may be
cliîiined b)y ait wuîo wilI honestly aCcept
lhe pos:tion of Christ, and use Ris
l.anguagye. This is the simple solution;
,&ad ttiere- is no other solution, of ail the

UX tlinl which the subhjoct bas been
invol v et).

Tlîis voitîinnnnity oft Fathetrhîood in the
Divine %vas for tue lirst, tinrte mnatie niiini-
l'est in Christ, and realiueî! i n Ilim to-

w antsal îîîcfl. lit nu respet, perhaps,
(eI(. tho rt'lîiri uo' tut' Gospels miore
Ibrighltlv vin1lcate its D)ivine Oriorir.aî.
Ml iIistinctioîîs of1 lîîim:tyt, diversiieis
ut' race, uor culouir. ut culture, d iappear in
Chrîist. lit flint there is neither (Grtek
ui' .Jew, l)arhai'ian nor Scythi:ui, bondt

nur tree. Brahmin and Soudra, pric»st
andti egg:ir, niaster anti Slave, are -.Il
alike befihî'e CGod. 'te Stiprerne stands
ini t1w saine relation to ail. .Jewishi
jea;luî 1isv, Greek or Roman aristocriicy,
EI'gy>tîaî or Indian caste va:nishi before
IIiii. Terc i,; not intlivitltil, nu class of
indiviîiuals, nu tar»ni iy or race or sect-
nu tribe orx nation -white. brown, or
hMaek, can chimi any i5))eCiail relation to
Ilini. Tlhere is nu viritie in any that
hrincg thein neatrer to 1 fin or miakes thom
mure akin to Ilim. 'This is now~ a mcre
conlîntriplace ut Christatnit,,. But asit
appeared lor' the first time tully revealed
in Christ, it was intuicrable alike to .lew
or Centile. It req-Iiireh a sI)ecial revel,&-
tion to niuîke it known to the Apostie St.
Peter: it was but t'aintly apprehendet by
the early ,Jewish chîireuhes planted by St.

.lmsand St. Pet.er; it needed the grreat
Apostle of the Getitiles tt hold it steeîdlily
befthre the con.science, to fix it as a living
g-eri ot' thouglit in the intelligrence ot
mankiîîd.

Not only su; but the Christian Church
has been continually liable Lo fitil below
this great idea, and tu let it hecome oh-
scured. 'lie equal conimnity of' aIl ini
the Divine is a truth wvhich t'ew Chriqtfian
eommunitit's hold wîth consistency, or
carry out to its clear consequences.
There are wide spread notions in ail our
Churches, which could nt)t last a day if
thi-s truth were tILoroughly apprehended
and applied. And the cause ofthe mis-
appreliension is net merely the pride of
sorne-that love of exclusiveness so
natural ta cte human heart, or desire 'of
power so dear to it, which ail organis-
ations, eceIesiasticu1 as weIl as civil,
directly breed. But it is also thîe ser-
'vility of' Athers. It is flot only the
Pharisce thinking himself nearer to God,
and gIving, thanks that he is flot as other


