
EX.PEDrrINa JtiDICXÀL BusiNffs.

SHORT METHODS 0F EXPEDITINO JUDICIÂL BUSI-
NESS IN OLDEN TIMES.

The reference by Sir Rufusl I8acae at'the close of the sittinga
to the -fact that the King's Bexseh had overtaken ita work waz
natie with Ws pride inasarrch as it was a sueesful effort to

econoinise public time without hardship to the parties to, actions,
the witnesses, the Bar, and the general publie. Oth.e efforts to
expedite the businem of the courts have Pot been so succeasful
or so popular. When Lord Broughitm committed the enormity
off hearing causes on Gooti Friday, Mr. Gladstone repeated with
deep eomplacency a saying of Wethergell, that Brougham was
thu tirst judge who had done sueh a thing since Pontius Pilate.
I rish legs I history, however, records instances of the adoption of
mc'thods for the discharge of judicial business which must seein
to us incredible if they were not authentieated by irrefragable
l)roof. The Right flon. Marcus Patterson was Chief Justice of
ihiv Ir ish Court of Common Pleas frora 1768 cill 1787. In going
r1reluit dîiring one espeeially hot sesor., he employeti the follow-
ing expcdient for seeuring rapidity in the di8pateh of busines.
The' Chie? Justice asked. to sec the list of cases to be tried in an
ass,-iz* town. and found to h*bs dismay that it was a very volum-
iloos one. "'.%r. ]Registrar," he said, 'èal1 out these easés. ta"-
,,liniig at the end." "Eh, my Lord."' rt'plied that functionary
ith a look of astonialiment. 'Begin at the end, sir," repeated
fiv ('hief Justice. "O'Regan against Rearden," the registrar
ealled out; "O'Regan against. Pear-den," -ehoed the crier, and
-( oli until they had calleti over four cases on the list. "No
aîhlleaarance," gaid the Chie? Justice; "ceross out those cases"
'l' registrar howed, snd proceedeti to eall seven or eight o'hers
Whichlï according to the calculat;on of parties intereeted, could
ilot p)offl:bly have corne on for hearing for a fortnight. "\io
apiwarpnce yct," said the Chie? Justice, andi another batch of
caIsis werC- obliterated froni the repord. At ast the registrar
rvachecd the first case in the liat, when a reslpý)nie wss madê by
till 8olicitor for tieplaintiff. The case having been treard,.Chidf
1f1stice Patterson thanked -the jury for their attendance, end,


