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spirit, tLo an incessant round of gaiety and pleasures. Shie
was naturally very iively and fond of society ; and this new
life, coning after years of negleet and liardships, was well
caiculated to uindermine hier fervor aU- foster hier natural
inclination to vanity. Moreover, lier very~ ioving heart and
sensitive nature were strongly appeaied to, iii the entreaties
of hier mnother to miake a homne wliere shie couid spend lier
last days in peace, under hier daughter's care, instead of
being left iii wretcliediless iii the old home. It m'ould lie
difficuit to imagine the miiserv M',argaret suffered in the
confliet between the love of ail she lield miost dear, and to.
whomn she wvas bound by every tie of duty and obedience on
the onîe liand, andi 0o the other, the strougl, resistless v,,o-
cation by wh1ich Goci was calling-c lier to Hiniseif. '' I liad,''
sh.e said, '' my vow constantly before nîy eyes, togrether
with the tiionglt tlîat if I were unifaithiftl to it I should be
eternally lost. ' Anci on the other hand shie loved lier miother
s0 inteiisely, that "wecould îîot live w'ithout seeing- eacli
other.'

Not that slie would not have given upl ail otiier love for-
His love, but that slie shîrank fromi the reproaches of those
xvho would say slie sacrificed lier niother's happiness, aiid
perliaps caused lier deatlî, as Madame Alacoque lias alreacly
declared she could not live w'ithout lier clîild.

Distracted w'ith uncertainty as to the course she ouglit to
pursue, witliout a friend or guide to seek counsel, doubtiing
of everything especially the validlity of lier vow and of lier
power to persevere iii tlîe religious life, even if shie elilracedl
it, Margaret Mary for somie tiime miade a compromise. ShL
yielded outwardly to lier mother axîd brotliers by goîng ouît
into the world and entering into ail its gaieties, while secretiy
suie practised the utmiost au.sterities.

However, this did xîot long continue. Oîîie eveing- as, ýshe
was doling a dress i-- whiclî sue hiad taken an unuiisul
pleasure during, the day, slie suddeuly behield before lier tlie
figrure of our Lord as Hle -ippearEd after His scourging, ail

mM


