THE MISSION

seg, that the perition of Me Fraser pray-
«d for an alteration in the profession of
the Burgher body on the points reterred
to;and thatthe overture of forbearancepro-
posed a compliance with the prayer of
the pedition. Unwilling, however, to
mn the sk of alienating their people,
2. as Drs. Peddie, Dick, Hall, &, chose
i0 express it m their reasons of dissent
tiam the deliveranee that was ultimately
anen, *overawed Ly clamour and threat-
enings. and by the fear of consequences,”
e Synod, after considering various pro-
posals to meet the ditliculty, dismissed the
overture of forbearance, scemed deter-
mined to maintain their principles in all
their integrity, and adopted the following
preample, or explanation of the questions
of the Formula:

« Whereas, some parts of the standard
books of this Syned Lave been interpre-
ted as favouring compulsory measures in
reiigion, the Synod hereby declare, That
they do not require an approbation of a-
ny such prinaiple, from any candidate
for license or ordination : And, whereas,
acontroversy hasarisen among us re:pect-
ing the nature and kind of the obligation
of our solemn covenants on posterity, whe-
ther it be entirely of the same kind upon
usas upon our ancestors who swore them g
the Syrod hereby declare, That while
they hold the obligation of our covenants
upon posterity, they do not interfere with
that comtroversy which has arisen res-
pecting the naturs and kind of it, and
recommend it to all their members to sup-
press that controversy, as tendingto gen-
der strife rather than godly edifvings.”

Amotion which was supported by a
mitority, of the Synod, who were still
lient upon carrying the overture of for-
bearance, also proposed the adoption of
this precamble, but only as an ‘interim
measure, reserving the intended alterani-
ons in the Formula for fature considera-
tion. According to the motion which
was carried, the Synod adopted the pre-
amble as the sinal setilement of the ques-
tion.

The members of the Synod who were
desirous to maintain the entire profession
which had been hitherto made by the Se-
cession, as testifying for the principles of
the Church of Scotand, were induced to
voie for this preamble by the solema as-
surances which were given to them by its
promoters, that it was a mere harmless
explanation to relieve the consciences of
certain brethren who thought that the
Confession of Faith favoured persecuting
principles, When the preamble was at
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wength adopted, some had lass seruple on
indicating that it had cffected a chanaa
of principle. Mewrs. Greig and Fothi-
an, who had supported he overture of
forbearance, in recording their reasons of
dissent, say, ¢ The subsceribing Dissenters
are gl to find, that all the forbearance
proposed in the overture of the commit-
tee is granted in the declaration now pre-
fixed to the Formula.  But they feel for
the houour of the Court, in granting that
forbearance in xo clumsy and undignified
@ manner.” It was now held that anti-
establisiment principles were no longer
inconsistent with the obligations of'a For-
mula connected with such an explanati-
on, that preachers might Le licensed, and
ministers might be indueted into charges
connected with the boly, whatever their
views might be regarding the power of the
civil magistrate. ~ This opinion that a
change had been cffected by the a-
doption of the preamble, rested upon a
particular interpretation that was put up-
on the phrase “ compulsory measures m
religion.”

The proper import of the phrase is,
persecution for conscience’ sake, or, the ex-
ercise of that compulsory power which
belongs to the civil magistrate in refer-
ence to mew’s pervons or property in or-
der to constrain them to make a particular
religious profession. In this sense, those
who adhere to the Confession of Faith in
all its integrity decidedly condemn com-
pulsory measures in religion. Against
such compulsory measures in religion the
Secession Church, while still honestly ad-
hering to the whole dectrine of the Con-
fession of IFaith, had alveady clearly ex-
pressed its mind ; and had this been ho-
nes:ly adhered to as the meening of the
phrase in the preamble, the Synod might,
notwithstanding its having agreed to such
an explanation, bave proceeded to deal
in the way of discipline with those who,
in embracing the New Light, had, as was
frankly adwitted in Mr, Fraser’s petition,
renounced some of those principles for
which the Church of Scotland, and the
Secession as adhering to her standards,
had hitherto testified. Drs. Peddie and
Dick, who, with others, had endeavoured
to get the overture of forbearance, if -not
immediately passed, yet reserved for tur-
ther consideration, uuquestionably enter-
tained thix view, as may be seen from the
following reasons of Dissent which they
gave in acast the decision of'the Synod.

« 8d. Becausc the ccurt, by the pre-
sent deeision, have voted against any for-
bearance with those of its members who



