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understands its true 'aim. IJuIess we are clearlv conscious
of the specifie objeect we shonld have in view in'each lesson
and in usîngr the vrarious disciplinary agrencies, our success
in cominunicating k nowledge, or in promnotiin the truie
growth of our pupils, is largely at matter of chance.

During( the first few days of school, the great aim off the
new teacher should be to showv his pupils, by his actions
and manner, not by wvords, that he understands himself,
lis pupils and their relations tc> each, and knows the sub-
Jects he intends to teach. If the teacher docs not understaud
himself, it will ilot be long- before his pupils know it, and
he will be led to, see himself througrh his pupils. "Know
definitely wrhat you want to do and do it " is a good maxim
for a teacher.C

We shtouid aimt not at'tfg oiur pupils' mincis with facts,
but at traî1 'nigS them Io investig-ate truihs for tlternselves.

0f course the teacher shoald store the minds of his pu-
puls. The more knowledgre we grive themn, the botter, pro-
vided that in griving it we do ulot cripple their power to
gain knowledge indepeiideuutly for the-msellves. Teiiing is
not leaelking. We should guide ont pupils througrh the
garden of know'ledgre anid show them what kinds of fruit to
pick and how to pick them ; but we should uuot pick the fruit
for them, nor eat it for them, nor digrest it for~ themn. We
should teach our I)upilS how to thiik, not do the think-
ing for them. We should never tell themn anything they
can be led to discover for themselves hy judicions teaching.
This does not unean khat xve should be scanty with itiform-
afion which the pupil can grain only througrh the teacher.
1 believe ie xnay be as profuse in this as we wish so long,
1 repeat, as we do not cripple the power of Our pupils t-o
gain kinowledge iindepenidenitlv. Any piece of kinowledgre
which a boy has himself acquired, any problemn which he
has himself solved, becomnes, by virtue -of the conquest,
rnuch more thorougrhly his than it could eisc be. The ac-
tivitv of mind and the concentration of thought necess-ary
to his success, together withi the excitement occasioned by
bis triumph, tend to regrister the fact ini his m-emory in a
way that no information from a teacher could do. A pupil
can neyer forgret a fact learned practicaliy as a resuit of his
own investigation. Let the children have a chance to eil-

joy the pleasures of discoveringr for themselves, and theil
the school will be to them, nota prison, but a temple of joy.
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