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here sclected for thc reason that, according to the latest findings,
conscription in England would be moulded on that of Switzerland.
Conscription in Switzerland is exceedingly moderate, b-eginning with
physical exe.-cise in the schiool volunteer cadet corps, supplemerted
by 7o days' service in the army. It miigbt be imagined that Switi-r-
land, owing lier political existence more to treaties than to any
amount of poss1le strengtb she may exert, WouII ld dscard ccnsC-ip-
tion weï e ii conflictiug witb the duLt ies Of Cil iC lif.e. BuIt authoritic.
there actually dJeclare I bat so uISefl is conscription tbat w.2re it
abolished soinetliiig would have to be subIStjtultedf. Far from re-
duýcing-I tbe wealth of a nation, by inte:-fering with civ il employments,
conscription contributes to that w-eiltbi, both directly and indirectly.
It c(>nlributes directly by the sax ing of expenditure. In 1898 thb-
total H iiiisb arniy expeudî(tlure, inr 'I udîn t I udana munted to ,3-

'l'lio Te Germian armiy, t brce limes' t e siz c our owil, ('051
in YS9 8, cly. £30,000,000. 'ie~ indirect. saving is stili greater, for
the loafers and unemployed are turneci into producrtive labor. Ac-
cording to the Poor Law returns, tbiere are no fcwer tban i,ooo,ooo
paupers in England, who arc able to eai n at least, eacb, S5 a week.
0f COuIrse, execry c of these pauprsIý xucidd rot produce exacItly $5.

t1i.i a large pî oportion could 1--ecoine productx e \vo-ke s. A.s a1 m,4-
ter of fact, gencral conscription has increased the wealth of Ger-
mnany, w'bere tbere are 4 per cent. more productive -workers tban in
England. We may present this argument in anotber foro. XVbile
tbe Engiilisbi soldier in our paltry and inefficient army, as *Lord Robr
erts testifies, costs the nation about --"118. 8s iu 1904-5, tbe Germian
soidie- costs £41, 2s, the French soldier 6,45, 2s, for tbe saine year.
Nay, n'ore, tbe general taxation is greater in England t ban in otber
conscr ipt nations of Europe, being 6os per becad in tbe United King-
dom, a,5 in Gecrmlany and France, j..i in Spain, andI 28 in Austria.

Su far there is only a comparison, but imagine wbat would be
the enormous and indefinite Io.ss of a xvar for xvbicù- we are uinpre-
pa: cd!

C'onscription pits a nation in pos-session of an efficient armi v
and ofvxider difflusion of material well-being. But iliere are loftie

things than there. A nation bas flot only a body, but also a soul.
History and experience alike go to show that conscription is a ne-
cessary tonic for the intellectual and moral welfare of the body poli-
tic. In every stite there is the real and the ideal. Sparta, in tbe
hev'day of bier greatncss, led the intellectual life of Greece. Tbe con-
script cilizens of Atliens guided the destinces of a country iii whiclb


