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LIFE ON THE FARM.

*

To the question which is now being discussed
by certain modern philosophers, “Is life worth
living " some would reply, *‘Not on a farm.”
Many a discontented youth is pining amid the pur-
suits of husbandry, and pathetically sighing and
singing, ** I'd bo a butterfly,” or

¢t A lifo on the ocean wave,
A home on the stormy deep.”

But here is onc, a man every inch of him, wb?
has another song to sing. ** Mr. Francis B. San-
ford, after long and varied and rugged experience
on the high seas, returned to his native island of
Nantucket, and on his dairy farm there hasled, as
he fraely admits, ¢ twenty-one years of the most
splendid life o man need enjoy.’” Life is, after
all, very much what we make it.

CULTURE OF THE MAN AND THE FARX.

«To improve the soil and the wind” was for
manny years the motto of one of the oldest and
best sgricultural journals in the United Slates.
The idea is & good one, but it can be improved by
transposition. *To improve the mind aund the
goil” is a better statement of the motto. In most
occupations a proper exercise of the mental facul-
ties iz necessary to success, and farming is no ex-
coption to this rule. Too many people, and
especially farmers, do not sufficiently appreciate
the importance and utility of mental culture.

«Survey tho world through overy zone,
From Lima to Japan,
-, lineamonts of light "tis shown
That culturo makes the man.
All that man bas, had, hopes, can have,
Past, promised, or possessed, .-
Are fruits which culture gives, or gave,
At Industry’s behest.”

Asg there must be implements for the cultivation
of the soil, so there must be means of culture for
the man. These, in our favoured age, are abun-
dant and cheap. The best books and periodicals
are within reach of all. In no period of the
world's history has literature been so universally
accessible. Any thoughtful, diligent person can
unlock the stores of universal knowledge, and help
himselffreely. Yethow scarce ave good books and
papers in the majority of farm-houses. Families
that have spent,it may be $160 on a nice car-
riage, or $100 on a musical instrument, have
hardly invested a ten-dollar bill in useful litera-
ture. Yet it has been demonstrated, ime and
again, that an agricultural paper costing $1 a
yoar has yiclded from 10 to 100 per cent. on the
outlay. A single suggestion has, before now,
brought in a profit of many dollars.

The time when ignorance guiding the plough
could extract wealth from a virgin soil is well-
nigh past. Our older lands are impoverished,
Any fool can spend, but i¢ requir.~ wisdom to
carn and save. The call now is for farmers who
can re-stock the soil with plant-food, who can so
manago Jand that it shall not run down, whoe can
actually imoprove upon nature, and put their fields

into a botter condition than they were when the fivat
crop was takenoff them. Old land isnot necessa.
rily poor. Bomo of theoldest soils on the faco of the
earth are thorichest. Good husdandry has made
them so. It can convert tho barren wilderness
into a garden. o do.not need to go a thousand
wiles westward to obtain fortile land. We can
mako it around otir own homesteads, All that is
needed is the * know how.” This may readily bo
acquired by oulture of the man. Hordes of im-
migrant farmers have gone to tho Far West only
to leave poverty and desolation in their track, for
they will repent the folly of land impoverishment
which has driven them from their homes in the
oldey districts of this continent. The only eure
for_%his ovil is to educate the tiller of the soil,
Thep'he will make any spot of earth that he touches
& blooming garden. An American paper says :
~“3Many o farmer accomplishes far moro by head
than hand work. Not long ago we read some ac-
count of ono of the most cxtensive and successful
whent growers in Dakota and the whole West—
that he was on the start, and still ig, an invalid
nn&unable to perform manual labor, but remark-
ably for calculating or planning and figuring;
in hort, his excellent brain-work inaugurated
suoh superior management in all his farm opera-
tions as to securc most profitable results. And
thig,is not an isolated instance. Many farmers,
stock raisers, and fruit growers, in various parts
of the vountry, accomplish more by mental than

by physical labour.”
Of course, physical labour is necessary, but it
must be skilled labour. The head must guide the

hand. There is a vast amount of muscular effort
wasted for want of intelligent direction, A no-
table example of this is found in the custom of
sommer fallowing. Every year there is work
enough thrown away in a useless fight with nature,
which might be })etter expended in getting & crop
from land hg&lyjon?n@ed to idleness. In
the coming age™of gen u.i; intelligence among
farmers, the fair fa::}e}‘ natire will neyer be dis-
figured by an unsightly sawwer fallowy, .

The anuual school term for. farmexs’ and their
familics is now in session. Winter, with its partial
rest from pressing work, and its Jong quiet even-
ings, invites to reading and study. Let tho season
be improved. How much might be acquired by
a singlo winter of steady devotion to the pursuit
of useful knowledge! Not only in the seclusion
of home, but in social gatherings of farmers, may
valuable information be gathered. Inevery neigh-
,bourhood there should be a Farmers’ Club, or
Grange meeting, wl‘xere the knowledge gained by
each may be thi owq into one general stock, and
made the common property of all.

=

WEATHER PRO+-HECIES FOR 188%:

Vennor is not the only man who is trying to
predict what weather we are to have. Illivois
has its weather prophet also, in the person of Mr.
R. Mausill. Iake our Canadian Vennor, the Illi-
noisan has a scientific theory on which to bass his
prophecies. He has a philosophy of storms,
eartliquakes, cold, heat, and all other influences
that control the weatler. Heisa diligent student
of natare, aud right or wrong, seeks only to inter-
pret her siguals. The Prairie Farmer, in noticing
Mansill’s Almarac for 1882, remarke :—

Planetary meteorology is a domain of scienco {hat has
baen very little explored, and very littlo bas been definitely
settled in egard to it. Mr. Mauxill has long been study-
ing it, and thinks ho has made progress in establishing the
correctness of his theories. o are not proparod to say
that be has not, but still our faith in thew is of that
nature which was onco likenod to a grain of mustard seed.
However, ag many of our readers would like {0 soe them,
wo give Mr. alansill’s prodiotions of tho .easous in 1682,
He says :

The sessons of the year 1882 appear to bd marked out
by the positions of the planets as follows:

The temperature should sverage above the mean of the

geason during January and Febraary, both in Burope and
tho United Btatoa, d P

The temperature will probably average above the mesn
of tho scason during March, or more go than Jandary and
Fobruary, both f{n Europe and tho Unfied Statos—ihia
giving us a moderately early spring—up to ssy about April
tho 5th or 10%h, after which timo tho temporature will
likely averago Lelow the mean of tho season during the
balanco of the month of April, aleo below throughiont the
month of May.

May will be a ¢ool, stormy month, for the seasop, in
Europe and the United Sates, with the greatost rainfall
on sea-bordering ocountries. All offorts should be made to
tako advantage of tho weathor during March aud April by
tho agriculturists, to forward their work, as the month of
May will probably retard the progroas of vegetable growsh
and {arming to some extent,

Tho temperature of Juno is not likely to be muoh better,
as it is ag likely togo a little below the mean of tha season as
itis to go above. Tho last ten days may be warmer than
the moean.

The tomperature for both July and August will likely
average a little below tho mean of the season, both in Eu.
rope and the United States.

Tho tomperature of Septembor may como up to the
mean of the season in Burope and the United States.

The temperature will probably avorago above ths mean
in October; it will likely go higher in November, and still
got warmer and more stormy in December—{or tho season,
both in Europo and the United States,

May is tho cool stormy montl, and December tho warm
stormy month for their seasons.

The orop-producing season of 1882 should commence

* very early in {he Southern Siates. Advantage should be

taken of this in the southerr distriots, also in Europe, and
likewiso to some extont in tho Middle States of the Union,
as there will likely oocur a goneral retardation of vegetable
growth and farming work for tho seagon during May and
porhaps the firat balt of June, with the principal rainfalls
aon sea-bordering countries. These rains are not expested
to be in great excoss of water-fall over the mean for the
8eason,

Though not excessive in the genoral aggregate, the rains
aro likely to be in oxcess on sea-bordering countries, and
deficient in the north and far inland districts,

PROFESSOR BROWN ¢ TALKS CAITLE"
AT MARKHAM,

Markham has a ¢ live” Farmers’ Olub, and at
ite meeting on tho Oth ult. was addressed by a
¢ live" lecturer in the person of ¥Prof. Brown, of
the Ontario Agricultural College. The Markham
Economist of the 15th ult. contained a full report
of tho Professor's address and the discussion
thereon, which was o spirited one. We should
like to transfer the whole bodily to these columns,
but it would take too many of them, so we 1aust
be content with a brief synopsis and a few
comments. :

The Profussor sets out with the announcement,
that if a cost value—not even 8 market valne—
be placed upon any kind of food usually given in
the stall to futtening cattle, 50 as to obtain rapid
production, there is no profit whatever from the
extra weight got by the use of that food. The
gain is sll in the manure. But that pays, for we
cannot keep up the fertility of the soil without
good manure and plenty of it.

Professor Brown is a strong believer in the
early maturing of beef cattle. He contends that
o two-year-old, properly handled all along, will
always raturn more money for its time and weight
than a thrae-year-old can possibly do. On the
subject of proper handling from calfhood, ho was
vory explicit, fortifying his statements with facts
and figures, and rounding out his argument with
a challenge which ought to attract public attention.
He said :—

s With reforence to the question of greater profit to be
obtained by getting rid of beef when two years old, I wish
to make au important public announcement to the provinee,
through your agency. All asseriions are comparatively
valueless and untelling, unless brought homo by practical
demonstration. Xf it is a fact, a3 I do now and have else.
where publicly statod, that the loss or giin to the province
annualfy on this one practico alone is not less than $1,~
000,000, it is surcly worth while to prove it thoroughly.
Wo have several times given practical proof by the actual
cost of producing ¢wo and threo-year.cld steers at our {arm;
but, in order to face tho conutry and drivo tholesson home
as hard &8 possible, I am prepared, on baving Govornment
consent, to cxhibit, say three or four stocrs, two-year-old
Shorihorn grades, at any or all our principal shows next
Fear, sgainst 2 similar nuwber of throe-year-olds of the
samo kind, on condition that the exhibitors submit a stato.
ment of the exact amounts and kinds of {ood given {walve
months provious to date of exhibition, with the weights of

cattle at same date. The judge, or judges, would then be
asked to do fivo things:

.



