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SHEEP AND SWINE.
PIGS FOR PROFIT.

Theo caro of pigs in summer can be made less
troublesome und tnore profitable than is usually
the case. Unless confined in restricted quarters,
pigs are liable to break out and do misohief.
They are not adapted to being kept with other
stock, as no animal likes to feed after pigs, and
while this dislike is 50 marked that animals will
not cat out of the same vessel from which pigs
bave been fed, or in which they have *“mussed,”
they may be forced, from hunger, to eat the grass
in the pastare where they ran, but it is not wise
to compel them to do so. For these reasons,
farmers generally keep pigs shut np in pens,
whero they must be supplied with all the food they
require. Sometimes this condition is improved
upon by allowing thun a small range on the
ground. This is better than close confinement
in the pen, as it makes them more comfortable
and healthy, but it does not lessen very much the
amount of care they require, as the supply of food
is soon cxhansted. It is a better plan to have
the enclosure so large that the pigs cannot readily
consume all the grass and make it bare of any
kind of vegetation. When pigs are not rung, to
prevent their rooting, they will soon spoil a small
enclosuye, and also damage & larger one. This
injury to the pasture can easily be prevented by
inserting in their snonts two or three rings made
of malleable wire. Care should be taken to bhave
the cnds of tho wires straight, so that they will
not pull out. Every farm: should contain 8
pasture for pigs, set apart for their exclusive use.
1t shounld be large enough to afford them ample
space, 50 that while they are feeding off cne por-
tion the grass will grow on the rest of it, to afford
continnons feed. The size of the pastare must
be regulated by the number of pigs to be kept.
An acre is sufficient for three or four hogs,
cspecially if the ground has been seeded with
orchard-grass, which starls the quickest and
furnishes more feed than most other grasses.
The manure from the hogs will increase the
growth. The fences should be of a substantial
charscter, so that the pigs will not break out.  An
noraly hog is the hardest kind of snimal to con.
fine, hence tho importance of g-od fences, to pre-
vent them becoming breechy ; a board fence, or
a stonc wall, is the best calcnlated for this pur-
pose. There is no ground so weil adapted for a
permanent pig pasture as an orchard, and no
grass so well suited to it as orchard-grass, which
grows freely imthe shade. In no othe: way can
s crop be obtsined so well under the spple-trees;
the orchard is kept in a vigorous condition with
little labour. I am not sure bat the pasturing of
bogs in an orchsrd will keep tho trees in 8 more
flourishing condition than tillage. Tho trees will
not be bruisad and the roots broken off, as when
the ground is cullivated. The fine roots can
ccme nearer the surface, and consequently feed
on the richer scil than when the ground 1s
rlongbed, 25 they are then torn away and de-
stroyed. Tillage is nolnooessary for the vigorons
growth of troes, nor is it essential for bountifal
yields of frail. But for an abundant fruit har-
vest, richnoss of scil is of far more consaquence.

Pigs solve the off-year problem tho best of any
plan I kmow of, by making the land so rich thst
a crop of frait may be had every year. 1 bave a
small apple orchand which has not failed in an
saunal vield for years.  Daring this period it hss
bean used exclumvwely ae a pig psstute. No
mapure has been put on it other than that made
bythep:gx My faith in this remedy for off-years
15 80 streng. that another apple orchard, embrac-
ing about five acres, has been prepared for a
permancnt pig passare. The pigs will undoubt-

edly imyprove the quality of the fruit by devouring
all of tho apples which fall prematurely, thus de-
stroying the worms that would injure the apples.
‘There is no mode of treatment whioh will causo
breeding sows to be so healthy and to bear better
pigs than when allowed to foed on grass. They
aro not dolirious or ferocious when they have
their young, as frequently occurs when confined
iv & pen. The losses which farmers often suffer
on thig sccount would equal the cost of preparing
a permanent pig pasturo. When pigs are kept
confined and fed entirely on grain, their profit is
often a doubtfal question. Bat fed on grass their
growth can be made so cheaply that there is no
question about profit in hog raising. Under the
systom stated above, pigs are made valuable aids
on the farm in producing other beneficial resuits.
—Col. F, D. Curtis, in American Agriculturtst.

WOOLS OF DIFFERENT BREEDS.

The following table gives the actual clip of
wool from twelve to thirteen different breeds, at
the shearizz in June last, on the Experimental
farm belonging to the Royal Agricultural College
at Cirencester, England : —

Procent
Weight prics
Breod of Ewes. of of Remarks,
Flesco. Wool.
1b.
1bs. oz. s. d.
o Long in staple,
Livooln ............ 13210 bright and silky.
A smali-haired wool,
Cheviot ............ 8610 {of wedium ‘length,
soft and rich.
Loé:ger in 7&3910
< : - end moro lastre
Shropshiro ......... 7 5 1 1 ;ﬁ:m other Town
wools.
‘Noz so soft and
Border Leicester 613 1 0 {silky in staplo as
Lincoln.
{ Equal to Shropshire
Oxford Down ...... 510 1 04{in quality, and
- hesviar. - .
LATOOSEET oeenennnnt 6 610 ;f“mn”dmw” Border
Blackfacod .... ... 4 8 0 9 Coarss andlong.
Longer ia staple,
Dorset ........... & 6 1 0 ¢and vol so fino as
the Dowus,
{ A short-bsired wool,
!very similar o
Hampshire 5 2 1 0 - Southdown, but
l!ongcr in staple, acd
not so fine.
Herdwick ... 5§ 0 0 0 Coarsoand long.
Soothdown .. .... 4 5 1 o;igﬁ;g:;‘i small-
- A long stapled wool
EIMOOT weuenen.-. 30011 * of medicrety quality.
Cotswold ....vvennn 8 0 1 0 XRatherocarselustre

The above figares represent the average of three
ewes of cach breed. The sheep of each lot were
all fairly equsl, and the treatment of all the lots
during the previous winter or spring had been
exactly alike. All the ewes, also, had reared one
or more lambs during ths summer.

It is only by an experiment of this }iad, in
which all the different breeds sre brought to-
gether, trested alike, and dezlt with at one and
tho same time, that wo can arrive at fair cora-
parstive results. It is moro than likely, however,
that if the trial hed becn made in another district,
with a soil and climate different from that of
the Cotswold hills, there wonld have bsen more
or less variation in the resulits.

MORE MUTTON-SHEEP.

The breeding time for sheep is just ahead, and
flock-masters should be planning for early lambs,
to meet the wants of the market next season.
Wo nood more fine-wooled sheep, mere long-
wools, but especially more mutton-sheep. The
manufacturers can get wool to suit their purposes,
if they bave o import it; but good mutton for
the million, if had at all, must be raised within
casy roach of the locsl markets There is =
lamentable dearth of good mutton in the village

and rural markets, a8 wo know from » personal
oxpericnoo of thirty yoars snd more. Lamb is
quite plenty in the summer months, at the retail
price of twonty to twenty-five cents, and mutton
in the full months at g littlo less price than good
beof, but the rest of the year it is hardly to bo
had at any price, ad if it weore a thing out of
sengson, like strawboerries in December. Wo
ought to have mutton the year round, so that
delicate stomachs thut eschew veal in spring and
fresh pork in winter, can have a ohange from
beef and poultry to mutton-chop at their conve-
nience. Good dog laws have been passed in somo
of the States, so that sheep-raising is possible,
and tho owner gets damages when his flock is
worried by the dogs. There is improvement, but
it is very slow, and thore is great want of infor-
mation as to the best broeds for mutton, and the
best way to improve the flo 8 of common sheep.
Tho puro Southdowa is the mutton-sheep of all
other brevds, unquestionably. Then, after this,
the various other families of Dowus, as the Hawmp-
shires, and other English shires, taking the names
of the couuties in which theyare bred. A South-
down ram, running with a flock of Merinos or
common sheep, will bring grades giving an exoel-
lent quality of lamb and mutton, though not
cqual in flavour to the purely bred. If these
grades are put with a Cotswold ram, we have &
sheep much incressed in size, with an excellent
quality of mutton. This cross gives a carcase
from one-quarter to a third larger than tho grades,
and sometimes onehalf. The lambs mature
early, and nre great favourites with the butcher.
We have found no better cross than this in our
sheep breeding. If i3 nol necessary now to pay
fancy prices for good breeding rawms, either of tho
Sonthdown or Cotswolds. They are quite widely
distributed, and can be had at prices within the
reach of any thrifty farmer. To get tho best
gervice out of the ram, he should not be left to
run loose with the flock, as is the common
practice, but should be kept by himself, on
generous feed, and led out when the ewes are in
heat. Kept under this restraint, he will servea
iarger number of ewes, and the offspring will be
more wvigorous. Mutton-sheep are so0 easily
raised, and the flesh is so wholesome an article of
diet, that cvery owner of a good grazing farm
ought to cultivate them for the supply of his table
and the local market. The export of mutton
carcases to England has become a large business,
and cannot fsil to stimulate this indusiry. - Get
more Southdown bloud into your flock.—.dmeri-
can Agriculturist.

Hox. W, Smus, secrotary of the Kansas State
Board of Agriculture, sasys of the condition of
Live stock in that State. ¢ There has been an in-
creasse in all kinds of ferm ammals, and no ad-
verse reports as to their condition have been
reccived. Although discases are mentioned as
baing present in some localities, they aro not m
epidemic form in any part. of the State.” He
gives the number of sheep as baving been 806,-
828 in 1681, and 1,086,662 in 1882, showing an
increase of 230,383. .

Tre English flockmasstar has settled {two points
in British experience—first, that mutton is more
profitable than wool; and second, that among
English mutton copsumers thereis s decidod
preference for Down, or black-faced matton.
Tender, juicy flesh, with & fine grain and a rich
flavour, ripe and yet carrying plenty of lean meat,
is that which suits the English market A
combination of theso qualities is found to most

crfoction in some of the black or gray-faced

reods or thedr crosses. ‘This preference on tho
part of buyers is so marked that the batcher is
onabled to givve atleast two cents per pound more
for derk-facorl mution than for any of the white-
facod axd logig-wooled ahoep.



