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URING the recent election in Derry “the

infirmary was stormed by the rival parties,”

and one or two deaths caused by excitement and

exposure. TPopular government carried on in that

way in Ireland or anywhere else savours a good
deal of tyranny.

HE Moderator of the General Assembly has
received a letter from a lady in South Caro-
lina urging that more be done to reclaim prisoners.
She says that in many prisons even copies of the
Word of God are not to be had. We think this is
not the case on this side of the linc at least, but it
will do no harm to ask whether things in this res-
pect are quite as they should be even here ?

!

UR bright contemporary the Dundas Banner

tells the world that the “ Hamilton man”

who won the Queen’s prize at Bisley is a Dundas

man and a member of Dr. Laing’s choir. He hails

from the home of the Oslers and Lashes and other

men who have made Dundas famous. But honest-

ly now, is not young Hayhurst an Englishman?
He came out to this country only two years ago !

HE British Privy Council must be a difficult
court to address. No sooner has a learned
counsel got under way with his argument than one
of the law Lords is sure to pull him up with an
objection, or a question, or an observation, of some
kind. The counsel gets around the obstruction as
best he can and sails in again; but he does not go
far until another law Lord breaks in upon him and
the discussion usually takes the form of a prolong-
ed and very learned conversation between the
counsel and the Lords. That style of doing busi-
ness may be hard on lawyers, but it is a splendid
way to bring out the points at issue.

HE one thing clear about the horrible mas-
sacre in China is that it was done by a
'secret society called Vegetarians. The thing not
clear, but which must be made clear, is whether the
authorities, civilor military or both, were in any way
responsible for the acts of the assassins, No doubt
a full investigation will be made. It is not pleasant
to read that some representatives of the great
powers become “ Orientalized ” by their residence
in Eastern countries. Precisely what that means
we do not know, but perhapsit meanssomething not
very good. The new British Minister for Foreign
Affairs has an opportunity to show what material
he is made of, and the world will wait with some
anxiety to hear from him.
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NEARLY every day we have a report of an
i interview between some enterprising press-
man and the counsel for the Commonwealth, or
the counsel for the Crown, in the Holmes case.
Surely interviewing must be overdone, and the
legal profession pretty well stript of its dignity
and usefulness, when lawyers furnish the press with
statements about their clients,

OME of our contemporaries across the line are
making a good deal of the rumour that
Roman Catholic prelates approached or attempted
to approach the Privy Council in the Manitoba
school case. They ask what would an American
citizen say if a “clerical ” should approach the Sup-
reme Court of the United States. We don’t know
what said citizen would say if that august
tribunal should be approached by a “clerical,” but
when it was approached by politicians in 1876,
some citizens said it put the man who had a min-
ority of votes in the Presidential chair. All the
world knows that the Supreme Court on that me-
morable occasion divided on party lines. Our
neighbours will not gain anything by comparing
their courts with the courts of the British Empire.

WRITER in one ofthe magazines tells us that
James Gordon Bennett, proprietor of the
New York Herald, sits down in his library in Paris
and examines critically his great newspaper with
a twofold object in view. He notes every really
good thing and in some way or another rewards
the writer ; he also notes the mistakes and calls
the attention of the conductors of the paper to
them. Mr. Bennett’'s method might be adopted
with advantage by many who consider themselves
better Christians than he professes to be. Some
readers of a paper never see anything but the
mistakes. Some people who go to church on Sab-
bath professedly to worship God look for nothing
but the faults which nobody could see if not look-
ing for them. The result is that their souls are lean
and their tempers soured.

following taken from a private note written

by a lawyer, and commends it “as a most profit-

able and helpful suggestion as to Sabbath read-
ing :”

“ 1 spent last Sabbath out on the farm and there was but one

book on the place—no other reading-matter available, not even a
Sunday newspaper ! Shall I tell you what my reading consisted of

that day? I read Paul’s letter to the Galatians; his letter to the -

Ephesians ; his letter to the Philippians ; his letter to the Colos-
sians ; his two letters to Timothy ; his letter to Titus ; his letter to
Philemon; the Epistle of James; the two Epistles of Peter; the
three Epistles of John and the Epistle of Jude.”

That legal gentleman read far too much for one
day. No living man could read all these epistles
in a day as they should be read. However the
number of people who read too much of the Bible
on Sabbath is so small that it is not necessary to
say anything more about it.

N one of his splendid campaign speeches in
I Newcastle John Morley said :

¢ Our bill (local option) is a bill, mark you, by which, stand or
fall, we abide. I do not believe in Governments and I do not be-
lieve in men who bring in bills dealing with great social questions
and then say: ¢ We will drop the bill if you don’t like it.” What
I say is this—we stand by that bill whether constituencies like it or
not, If they beat us, we are beaten. There are worse things in
this world than being beaten. If you are beaten in what you know
or believe to be a righteous cause which will uplift the coadition of
the people ot the country to which you belong, never mind whether
you are beaten or not. I know that is not what is called good
tactics. You know that on this platform I have never troubled my
bead very much about tacties. I have told you what I have
thought : I have told you the proposals that I cared for and that I
would support ; and I shall go on wpon that line until you turn me
out for Newcastle.”

And they did turn him out. The publicans and
Home Rulers did the business. After his defeat four
Home Rule members sent a telegram of congratu-
lation which, the Britisk Weekly says, would not
have been signed by any four men in the jails of
England or Scotland. And John Morley has for
years been the steadfast friend of Home Rule !

AFTER strongly condemning the “undue de-
ference often extended to men of wealth in

churches,” the Christian Work says :

When exhibited by the minister, as it sometimes is, it involves
the surrender of ** the dignity of equality "’ which no minister should
ever give up. This marked deference is one that is easily perceived
by others when indulged in. For example, when the announcement
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0
is made from the pulpit that ** Mr. Creesus has kindly Conse“tede:
address the Sunday school,” when no mention would hav; o the
made of an address from one in humbler circumstances, or ;’b:mliw
announcement is heard from the pulpit that ¢‘ through the I impro-
of one whose name it is not necessary to mention " a certald 1m

u-
vement has become possible—and all the church knows th; p:sntlﬁey
lar one referred to—when such announcements are heard,as © 0

quite too often are, there is seen an exhibition of deference 0, adi-
man of wealth, a tickling of individual vanity which makes the )
clous grieve,

That kind of an ¢ exhibition,” unfortu“a.te?;
too common, does several other bad things besic "
making the judicious grieve. It alienates the P°n v
from the church and leads them and a good ‘,“:ers
people not especially poor to look upon minis -~ >
as obsequious parasites, which some of them dahe
It makes the man of wealth, if he has sense an e
often has, despise clergymen in his heart, and soﬂl“is
times his contempt for them is not confined t0 the
heart. Ifthereis only one kind of man 17 %
world that should oppose the worship of wealt -
is the clergyman. Perhaps the Christian that
would give us a word of explanation about o
phrase we see every day in the religious press re-
the United States—* Large and wealthy cot{gn »
gation,” “Influential and wealthy congregatio™
How does the word wealthy always come 1% o
matter how much the other part of the phra
varies ?

THE IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLIC
WORSHIP.

HIS subject, which was brought before ﬂc‘g
last General Assembly of our Ch“rce
and urged upon its attention with much fore Al
by Rev. Dr. Laing and others, is one of re 0
importance and in which many take 2 de A
interest. That it is also one which Presbyteri?
Churches generally are beginning sernousin
to consider is evident from the fact thab . e
all the churches of that order in Britain, S0¢'”
ties or committees exist, either voluntary Of i
pointed by their Supreme Courts, for the purpPo
of dealing with this matter. This is sufficient .
show that a widespread feeling exists, that SO'?‘m‘
thing in the way of what is considered to be :jed
provement in Presbyterian public worship is n¢€ ce
and should be attempted. The question will at o?«:
arise : What direction should this attempt ta.t;
and what means should be used to accomplish ;cf
It cannot take the direction of allowing gre2 o
individual liberty to those charged with the Con g
duct of worship, for it is hard to imagin€ a It
greater degree of that than now exists.
must therefore, perforce, take the directloﬂi
some kind of suggestion, or guidance, or restrd re
in the exercise of that almost unrestrained meast
of liberty which is now allowed. se
It will at once be granted, we should supPo”
by all, that this is a matter which should com
under the purview of the Church in its orgaﬂ‘i
capacity, and be to some extent at least, u{ld?f g
guidance of the courts of the Church, that it i © J
which, because of the direction it may give, 2 al
the extent to whichit may affect the §Plf‘tus
life of the Church is eminently worthy of its m‘:l
serious attention. The evils which may at aso
time easily arise, it they have not already d?n'fjua’
from leaving so important a matter to -mdeee-
caprice are too obvious to allow of question. nt in
ing then, that improvement can only be sough
the direction of some restriction of liberty or g“} ;
ance in its exercise, what shall that be and how 13
should it be carried ? ot
A book on this subject by Rev. Alex. Wf‘g,a o
M.A., of Musselburgh, entitled, “ The Pres_bxte"ial
Church : its Worship, Functions and Mlmstel'he
Orders,” has recently been published, and form$ to
subject of a lengthy articlein Z/e Pre.vbytertﬂ”_vi
London, England, and we present some O ¢ is
statements to our readers, because this subjec y
now occupying and will in the near future OC‘:“pit
much more of the attention of our church than
has done. The trend is all in that direction. ..,
The book is spoken of in high terms_of Pfa} o
and would no doubt be read with profit af‘dl‘lb_
terest by all who are giving attention to this in
ject. There are two extremes of opinion
action against which Mr. Wright carefully guar "
the one that of introducing or recommending 2 nyd
thing which, contrary to the whole geniu$ (aiir-
history of Presbyterianism, would tend in the her
ection of Romanism or Episcopacy, and the 0 ely
that of countenancing an opinion which larfuli’
prevails, that the use of liturgical forms 1s 2 pe

.
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