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Have you read " The Little Minister"
brJ. M. Barrie ? If so you wiii remem-
ber that one ofthte most lnteresting pas-
sages InI that Inteusely interestlng book is
the conversation lietween the retiring AuId
Lîclit pastor, Mr. Carfrae and his youth.
fui successor, Mr. Gavin Disliart. Among
other things the venerable ex-pastor told
the young man that Thrums was not near-
iy as quiet a town as it lookedi.' The Char-
tlats had put mischief into the heads of
the Thrum.s' weavers ani the weavers had
armed themselves witli pikes, forrned t hem-
seivem Into a Tiitary ompany and hiad
drllied ln the mlst ln order to be ready for
the next lowerlug o! their wages. The
good oid man was deeply grieved because
the weavers of the town lu whlch lie had
iaboured so long acted lu that way. One
rnl8ty day lie happened to be out on a
nelghbouriug hli and was startled by a
volce crying sharpiy, " Shouider arms.' A
brief examination couvinced hlm that the
body of men lu the mist were flot "shad-
owS"' as lie had at tirst supposed; "they
were Thrums weavers driiiing with pikes
In their hands." That, however, wvas not
ail, nor was It the worst. t gave ad-
ditional pain to the good man to see
among the others, "our precentor, Lang
Tammas, who seems to watch for back-
uiidlng ln the congregation as if lie hiad
pleasure in discovering it."

The new pastor was a littie startied to
hear that lis precentor drilled ln the inist
wlIth a plke and(l when off duty watched
for backsllders. A littie experlence would
have taught hlm that the man who
watches for backsliding and rejolces wheu
lie finds it tg pretty certain to be at some
misdhief hlmself when lie gets lnto the

iest.
LANG TAMMAS,

the Auld Liclit precentor of Thrums was
a typical man. Ile represents that un-
iovely class to be f ound ln most comamun!-'
ties, who are alwa.y3 Oouslng for sin and
who shout for loy the moment they find
it. Nothlng pleaises them go mucli as to

id that some unfortunate feliow creature
lias falien. To themi nothing smeils go
eweet as the moutl o! a moral sewer.
They revel ln scandai aud hunt instinct-
lveiy for fluth. Tley are neyer go happy
as when they hear that some unfortunate
mortal lias been disgraced.

Experts of the Lang Tammas sehool
sometlies get badiy cauglit. Their scent
for evil le go keen that they occaslonaily
sc-ent It wheu it tg not there. 'rhinking,
Ilke the detectlves, that they have a dlue
when tliey haven't, they tell the neigli-
bourg that somnebody lias done something
awful. Mr. Somebody hears about it and
threatens Lang Tammas with criminal
Proceedîngs. Lang Tammas wits like a
eallage leaf and sneaks into lis den. No-
body can lack down more quickly or apol-
ogîze more humbîy than a Lang Tammas
If you take hlm squareîy by the t.hroat-

In a world like ours it freqnly le-,

There are two points Of dîfference le-tWOen Lan.g Tammias and a decent Ohins-
tiau. Ltng Tammias was an amateur. Asprecentor lu the A'iid Lîclit cifurehln h

Thrums it was no part o! lis duty to hunt
for backsiiding. His business Nwas to lead
the singing througl lis vocal or nasal
organs-througli the naisal most iikeiy-
and leave dealing with backsliders to the
eiders ordained for tliat among other pur-
poses. But Lang Tamnmas liked to hunt
for backsliders and lie hunted.

The otiier p)oint of difference is this.
A really good man grieves to see back-
siiding or any other form o! sin. Like hls
Master lie sorrows over the falien and tries
to raise them. Lang Tammas <i<n't
grieve. He chuckied and rau to the mnanse
and toid the minister lu toues that made
the good man suspect Lang Tammas was
giad because lie had discovered some back-
jsIlding.

When Lang Tammas was handing in
hie amateur report ou backsliding it neyer
occurred to hlm that soine day the Old
Pastor wouid find hlm ln the mist dniliig
with a pike and qualifying himself to stai>
a few o! the manufacturers o! Thrums. Ah,
Tammas, how the chickens do come home
to the meu who cliuckle over the slfls of
their neighbours.

Lang Tammas was of course, a rare
stiekier about non-esseutials. Hie %ou Id
flot worship withl the U. 11.s, because they
slng paraphrases. I-o w lie would de--
nounce the Frec Chiurdl because they (lid
not expel Dr. Dods and a number of other
aiieged hieretics. It would make ones hair
tstand ou end to hear Tammas denounce
the Kirk. A Methodist or Episcopalian
Tammas couid not stand withiu a ten
aere f ield, but yet Tamimas couid leave
the precentor's desk o! the Auld Licht
Chiurdli ani drill xith the Chartists, so
that lie could be rea(îy for the manufactur-
ers with some cold steel the next tinie they
reduced the price o! the web; ahi Tamimas.

Tammas could shoulder lis pike at the
bidding of the ClartIets readily enougli.
but hie conscience wvouid not allowv him,
sing, "lJesus lover o! my soul," 'or "lNear-
er my God to Tliee."

The lest way to have kept Tammas
from drill wouild have been to procure a
wmail melodeon and play a hymn tune ou
it as the 'drill proceeded. The moment
Tammas heard the littie instrument lie
Would have struck for Tîrume.

DISCO VER Y 0F A FI"FTHI GOSPEL.

The Preussîdhe Jalirbucher, the l>rus-
sian aunuai (wrltes a Berlin correspon.
dent), contains an exceptionaîîy interest-
lug and valuable contribution f romn Pro-
feseor Adoîf Harnack, eutitied, "-The newly
discovered fragments of Salut Peter's Gos-
pel, and of the revelation o! Saint Peter."-
The dlscovery îvas effected ln the foiiow-
ing manner: -

A few years ago m-n-~B jj o
the French Mission Archeologique at Cal-
ro, hadi a maedlaeval tomb opened at Ahk-
mnim, and found therelu two Greek man-
scripts. One -was wrltteu on papyrus, aud
proved to le a ready-reckoner for mer-
chants. The other was a smail pardli-
ment code o! thlrty-three pages, evident-
ly cOntalnlng religious matter. The latter
*was submltted to Professor Harnack for
Inspection, and this iearned theologian,
Whist peruslng what was supposed to le
mereîy a translation of Somle Part o! the

sflould le ïeeized, saylng to then. (that le,
to the soidiers), "What. I have ordered you
to do to hlm, tliat do,"' But Joseph waF4

there, the friend o! Pilate and o! the Lord,
and wheu he learut that they would cru-
cify Hlm lie went to Pilate, and begged the
body o! the Lord for lurl.

And Pilate sent to Herod, and asked for
IIls (Je-sus') corpsc, and Herod said
-"Brother Pilate, even if nobody had
asked it, we shouid have luried hlm (here
eornies a dash lu the print hefore the next
,words). For- the Sabbath Is nigli at hand
for it les written lu the iaw the sun shall
flot set up)on a dcad person-(anotîcr
(lad) l)eforc the f met day of uuleavened
bread-that is to say , of their festival.
But tliey seized the Lord and lutted hilm
as they ran, saylng, "Let us drag the
8011 o! God 10w' that wc have power over
Ihuai ;' andl they put upon Hlm a purpie
rob)e, andl set Hlm ou the judgmcint seat,
and satid-"Judge r1lhteousiy, O King o!
Jsrael," and one o! them brouglit a cro-wn
o! thorus aud put it upon the head o! the
Lord, aud others standing ly epat lu hIs
face, and others struck hlm on the dheeke,
others butting hlm with a cane, and some
seourgcd lhlm, saying, "IThus have we (doue
loour to the Son of God."9

And they Irouglit two Inalefactors and
cruei!ied the Lord letween them ; lut lie
remained sulent, as if lie feit no pain, andw'heu tliey had lit ted up the cross they
,wrotp lipon It, -This le the King of le-
ra e.i'

And they laid out hie garments before
hlim, and distributed tlicm, casting lots for
themn. But on1e 0f the malefactors rcbuked
theni saying, "We have euffered thls le-
cause o! the evil deede that we have done;
but. this man, w-ho lias become the Saviour
o! mankind, w-hat liarîn hatli le <loue
you?" And tliey were angry with hlm, and
ordered that his boucs should not le
broken, that hee miglit dlie ln agony. Now

wt-%-as 1100i, and darkncss covered the
w-lole area of Judea, and they became un-easy, and were atrala that the sun liad
set whist lHe yet llved, for It les written
for them that the sun shall not set over
«a dead person.

And one o! them sald, "Give hlm gali
and vinegar to drink." and they mlxed it,
aud gave Hlm to drink.

And tliey fulfilled everythlng, and con-
sumMated the sins on thelr own heade,
and many w-eut about witlî torches think-
ing that It w'as niglit, and fell down. And
the Lord cied aioud, saying, "-My
rStrength, my Streugtii, thou hast f oreak-
en me!" And havlng sald this He was tak-
en up. And lu the same hour the veilio!
the temple of Jerusaîem was refit lu
twain ; and they drew thc nails out the
the hande o! the Lord, and lay Hlm on
the earth, and the whole carth tremlled;
and there arose a great fear. Then the
sun shone (agaîn.)

And it was the niunth hour, lut the Jews
were giad, and gave to Josephi lIs corpse
that. lie mlght bury it, as lie had seen althe good that Hie (Jesus ) lad done. Hie
took, therefore, the Lord and wasled
Hlm, and bound Hlm round with linen,
and brouglit hli nto hie own grave, that
w-as calied Joseph'e garden,.

Thien the Jcws and the eiders and the
prieste saw what evil they had Irouglit
111)01 themeelves aud began to emite thelr
breastes, and to eay, "Woe to our gins ;
the judgxnent Is at hand, and the flu o!
Jrusalem."l

soldirs tat w maykeepwatci n- tllfj~grave for three days, lest perchauce Hii.disciples corne and stesi Hlm, and the peo.
pie lelieve that He le nisen from the dead,and do us harrn."P

Pliate tIen gave tlern the centurionPetronlus with soldiers to wstch Over thegrave, sud WItli them camne the elder-"nm

scribes to the grave, and they, t 0gether
with the centurion andthie 5oldiers, raIsed
a luge stone, and ail o! thelfi togethe
who were there placed It at the door o1

the grave, and they sealed It Wlth sev8fl
iseals, and atter they had set upa tent
they watdlied It (the grave.)

But canly whien the Sabbat 1' ilad dawl'
cd, people came froîn Jerusaleifi and fr0 0o
thIe country round about to sec tIc scaied
grave; lut lu the niglit whlch cnded With
tIc dawn o! the Lord's Day, whistthe
soldiers werc keeping watch Inl paire,
great voice sounded iu the heavefleil
tuiey eaw the lîcavens open aud twvo 1neil
descending thcrefrom n l radiant brîglituese
and approachiug the grave. a h

And that etone whidh was laid a h
door rolicd (of itecf aw-ay, and mo
asidle, and the grave opcucd, and thetW
Young men stpped aside. N OWw lhil
those soldiers eswthile, tîey wokc up the
centurion aud the eiders, for theY too (the
eiders) Wcre present as watchmen; End
whismtt hhy werc tclling wvhat they lad le-
lield, they again saw thrce meni 5teppîfl
forth from the grave, and tw ofo theo0
eupported the one, ani a cross f 0 lowed
tlicm; aud the lead o! the two reaclhed to
heaven, lut the head o! thc one that a

ie<l ly them ovcrtowered above the Ileav-
eus, and they heard a voice feorn the heay-
eus that said : I"Hast thon preached Obe-
dieuce unto tliem that slecp ?"Ilsud fr0 0'
the cross ws heard, 44 Yea." These, tin
considcered witli one another whetler tleY
shouid go away aud report thle tO FI-
lahe, aud whist tîey were stîli delîber8t'
lng the heavens appearcd opciied agaifll
and a man deecending aud enteriflg IntO
thc grave. Whcu tIe centurion and bis
men eaw- this they hastcued ly niglit to
Pilate, ieaving thie grave tliey were watCh'
ing, aud tliey told ail that tîey had 5ee
lu great fear, sayiug, I'lI truth Ile WVa5

tIe Sou o! God." Pilaste anewercd n
eaid-"I arn dean from the îîood o! tle
Son o! God. It plcased you to do sO.*
TIen they ail approached hlm, and 1egged
hilm and pereuaded hilm to order the cent-
turion and the soldilere ho say notîlng o
w-hat tley liad seen, Il for It le better,
they cnied, "that %ve sliould charge the
greater quiet Ictore God upon ourselveS
than that wc shouldi fali Into the baud8 of
the people and le stoned."

Pilate tIen ordered the centurion ai
thc soldiers to ssy not.hlng, lut on the
morniug o! the Lord's Day camne jMary
Magdalene, the disciple o! tIc Lord - for
Icar o! the Jewsj, who wcre burning g W
rage, sud she lad not doue (as yet) at the
grave of the Lord what womehi generall
do at tIe graves o! the dead and o! those
ioved ly îlern-with ler flende tote
grave where lie lad been laid, sud thej
feared lest tIe Jews slould Bee tleM, ad
isaid, IlAithougli we could not wecpen
mouru ou the day on wllclî He was Cr'-
el! led, we 'wlll at leset do so flow n "
grave. But wlio wiil rolus away th
e1tonle that las been laid at the door0
the grave, so that we may go lu aud Bit
ly Hlmi, sud do wilat we ougît to do,
for theStone le large, aud %ve fear les;t
eom11ebodly shah sec us? And If we dftfluit
do ît. iet us at ieast lay before the door
what we brnug lu remiembrauce o!f 111
audt u wepsu lmet ii.lwea

feast was Over, lut we, the hwelve ePP"'
tics o! the Lord, wept sud îsmeuted, u
eacl weuî mournînig over wîat had lisP'

lise o 11Jown home. But I,191Smon]Per-
,r, and mny brother Andrew, took -Our' Ott5
and went ho the ses, and Levy, the gOli
O! Alphaenis, waswith un, -


