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Our Contrfbutorz.
FOREIGNV 41!ISSON FAILURES.

DYV INOXONIAN.

Hoîv it does surprise anti pain many god people
ta think thal a foreign missionary sbottid prove unfit
for his or ber work. '%Vhy shiaulc it ? Foreign miis-
sianaries are hutmait fleshi. They are flesb and blond
like the mesl of us. Tiîcy have exccedîngiy difficul
duties ta perfonni and nothing in ibis îîorld is mtore
nalurai tin thal an occasional nîîssionary shouid
prove unabie ta carry the mcsponsibîiliîes andi da te
work ai the Foreign Mission field.

What are the facts about forcign missionaries,
taking lte waîld as the field ? Tîte facts are taI a
few arc pre-eininently adaptcd fer hc wvork. bave
been cnnspicuaousiy successful, and have a world*îvîde
reputatton. These are, ai cottrse, in tite Iorcground
and their praise is ini ail the Churciies, but inime-
diately aiter themn camles an army of nable irorkcrs,
not sa wcll k-nown, irbo don noble îvark for te Mais-
ter. These canslitute a large majority of tue world*s
foreign missianaries. Then tere is a titird class not
quile sa gond, and a fciv-clin are useiess. Candour
requires tbe admission that a ve, salait percentage
prove %verse than useless-tbey arc positively bad.
Naw is tbere anlytltîng remarkabie about titese Lacts?
Are *bey nat just the (.acls Ihal mccl us in every de-
partnient ai Chtristian îvark ? WVhy lu'.ge ioremgn
missionaries by a standard différenît framn that witnch
ive appiy ta ail alter Christian îvorkers ? WVhy>
expeci every ioreignt nusstanarv la be a W. C. Biurns,
or a1 Dr. Dufl, or a (;eorge Leslie &NcKay. Tîtere us
no sense in sncbi expeclamons.

Home misstonarics, tn the malter ai wark, arc
cxacîiy like ioreign mîssianartes. A fe, - î'n - b . _
Iheir speciai aptitude for the work, or ta speciat con
secration, or, irbat is just as ltkely, ta ilhe fâct that
tbey came ttpon their field at a favonrable tme, are
canspicuouely successiul. They gel new churthes
built, double the membersip ai thcmr statmons in a
shart lime, raise liberal sunîs of money, and ic.îrc
tbeir mark upon the community. A fea do these
Ibings. A very large majority do honest, ftîblui
work. but do flot make theniselves in any ivay con-
spicuous. Under bbc ministrattans ai a icii-i'ry
few-the stations run down more or less. A very
smail percenlage manage t0 leave thc impression on
tbc pions people ofîbhe stations that thcy are flot tîte
rigbî kind of material oui o hich a minister ai the
Gospel can be made. As regards success mn ivork
Ibere is litile difference betireen home and forcmgn
inissionaries. AIew in boîh classes become conspicu-
ns ; a large rnajority do good, htonesî ivork ; a fcw
are comparative faiiures, and a smalh percenlage are,
for saine reason or anoîber, positively uinfit.

Mýigbî ire go a sîep fartber and say that pasiors,
college prafessors, eIders, deacons, manacers, chair
leaders, Sabbatb scbooi supertntendents and teachers,
in facl Church workers ai cvery kind tnay be ciassi-
lied in exactiy lte sanie ivay. A few arc conspicu-
ously successfüli; Ille large majority do fairhy good
xvork, some are (aitures, and a (civ are useless, or
worsc tban ubeicss.

Wby expect foîeign missianaries ta be unuike aIl
allier Christian ivorkers~ ? Whly expcct thera ta bc sa
niucb better than the people iito send tbeni? Going
ta China, or India, or Ainica, or Japan neyer puts
sense in ot,-'s bead noir grace ta ane's hîcart. There
is noîhing in the cimale ai a ioreign country la in-
crease consecratian. The Saskatchew',an does not
help a missionary ta preacb ta the natives, nor does
the Nule or the Ganges souri ta hclp hiîn la manage
bis mission. Too many people seent to thtnk thal a
ioreign nuissiotiary must nccssarily be unlike any
ollier Christian worker, and tbal Ibere is a kind afi n-
spiration about his ivork that sbould keep him con-
tinnaily eievated ir' the beavens. If these good
people bad ta beach a ciass ai litîle Indians in the
Nortb-West, or preacb to a sali congregation of
beathen, probabhy îhcy îvould madify tbeir opinions.

Natbimîg in this paper bas any speciai reicrence la
tbe forcign mission work ai aur own Cburch. WVc
kcnow little or nothing about the instdc ivork ai the
Foreign Mission Commitîce, or for bhaî matter, ai
any allier commutce. No doubt tbose îvbo manage
the Foreign Mission work do lheïr best and tbat ts
ail anyonc cati do. Our aim is ta address thc coi-.
çaon sense oi tue people and ask theni nul ta expect

ton tuucbi front foreign missions andi foreign mission-
-tries, Consideraîton of the folloiving points may
bip ta bring our cxpcctattons ta a comnian sense
basis:

It is oftcn difficult ta do the Lord's iîork iiblen flice
îvork is riffhî undcr aur ce- Hnw nîuicb more difi
cuit must it bc whien te work ts on te altier sie af
the glabe, and those %vio direct it -irc an titis side.
Let any inan try ta cttlttvate a fintt ur run a brandi
business on the altier sie of the globe 1

Il is ofin diflicult enough ia do the Lard's ivark
aniong Christman ptopie ; lîow îniuch morc dillicuit
must it bc ta (Io it anîong heatien.

Foreign missionarics -ire buman like other rmrais,
and if sanie afi tin shonuld fait in their worlc îlicy do
natbtng mare titan ts donc by bundreds ai Chîristian
workcrs in înuch mare favourabie circumstanccs.

It ts always easy ta stand aside and do nothing
but iind finit witb those wlta arc îrying ta do saute-
tbling.______
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Jubn Plouglittan says, I nev'er knew a gondi horse
wbichi hid flot saine orid habit or alter : and 1 neyer
yct saw a niinister worth his sait svho bil not sartie
crotcîtet or addity. N'\oîv, these are the bits of
clicese thaý cavillers stneil out and nibbie nt ; this mani
is ton slow, and anotiter tac fast ; the first is ton
flawery, and the second toc duli. Dear me !if al
Gnd's creattres werc judged in this way, we siîauld
%viing Uic dove's necek for heing tia lamne; shant tbe
robins for eating spiders ; kili the cows for swinging
tîteir tails, andi the liens for not giving us niilk.
Wlin a mati wants ta tient a dog he cati soon find a
stick, and at titis rite any foot inay have somcîhing ta
say against thc best nlinister in England."

Noir, if botit prrties wouid rernenîber, whal tbey
tboroughly know, thal îvhiie in this moitai lieé îhey
wli certatnly have a call ta bear and forbear, that
ltaougi t iey ïhange the place îhey 'viii stili keep lte
pain, îiîey %% ouid olten agree la overiook little fric-
tions and unpicasaintness, and in a grand harmony of
spirit work together. Suppose the conjugal coin-
pact c.ould be iightly set aside, what a perpetuai rusht
would there be ai uneasy husbands and %vives seeking
ta tnale ncw experimenîs 1

In te primitive mode of selement for life, tbe
very permanentce oi the relation led the parties ta
accommodale theniseives la il. But the grace of for-
bearance seenis ta have gone largciy ont ai date.
Nowadays many a parisb soon grows weary ai its
pastor, and il is not long in malcing it known. Sanie-
limes tbe people starve hîni away, cutting down bis
salary, or ithhoing it more and more till lie is
driven la leave for the lack ai bread. Sometimes tbe
whispcring spirit creeps Ibrougli the piarish. In a
private, cntirely ronfidential way, Ibis is comînented
u.pon, tîtat is talcen exception ta, and tue othier is
strongly found lault wvitb, Ibougb secretiy, oi course.
Thus a feeling ai dissatisiaction, slîght in lte begin-
ning, is wbispered int general circulation.

A littie breeze, originated by îhrte or four, possi-
biy i'y one, is fanned int a greal parish wind which
sweeps the persan cleantaway. Sometirnes one or îwo
Ieading men leave the snciety because the nuinister's
views are t00 radical, and ane or two because thcy
are not radical enouglb ; and iosing Ibis support, tbe
socicty concludes tit tbc minisler bad better leave.

Says a venerable pastor:. "Alter the outbreak of
te late rebeliion, I was dcserîed by îwa of my
wcalîby parishioners, ane on thie prelence that 1 did
not discourse on politics, tce otiter an the pretence
that 1 did discourse on poiitics.'l

Now, wbethcr il is more merciful ta st.trve or la
warry a mani outo aiIts parish, il înight be difficult
even for Iiiseif ta decide.

This question was discussed largeiy in tbe press
sartie tice aga, and produced saine very suggestive
reading.

One wrîler spcaks thu-, W~hy is il thal geîîing
rid at a minister ofitmes works sucb mischief in a
Churcb, and usually îvounds a minîster's feelings sa
deeply ? Bccautse aimost invariably the congrega-
lion, trai real deiicacy ai recling-fromn a nalurai dtis-
like t0 say disagrecable things îo a pcrsan's face-do
te very îhings that sitauld not be donc."

N,,ow, wbat is usuaily donc?~ The vec t ry tc
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crowd hlmn out by making lus positien sa uncomiar.
table lit lie iill not want tn sîay. The nuinisîer
soon leartîs fliat soîîîeîhing is îvrong. WVbat il is lie
does nat knniv anîd cannet discover-the very îtncer.
Lainty and mystery ndding ta his distress. lie hears
ai wars and runînurs ai wars

He learns îiîat certain ptersons wlitn lie titotîglhî
his best frietîds, andivite arc so in itis presenice, have
tgsaid somctiiîg.Y lie is miade moare and more lin
coniartabic, tli at last lic leaves -wounded, hurt,
feeling that lits people bave been crtuel and false
itarted, îvbile the probability is tat lhey have been
neititer, but îîîercly iackcd lte moaral courage and
commn sense ta benderly expiaii te situation ta the
rninistcr Iiiseli.

Truc, titis is a dimfcîtit tbing ta do, and few are
wiliing, and fewer have tue rare qualifications ta per-
forni such a task aright. tBnt surely there miust be in
te congrcgalian saine rcally piaus man, îvitb comuîîon
sense, whîa lias flie weiiare ai bath Church r.nd minis-
tcr nt heani. Lec that mani acquaint liituseit with (lte
truc condition ai atTairs. Let Iiîin be able ta repre-
sent the mind ai the people ; and thon, wiîiî ail ten.
derness, but wvitlt perfect plainness af speech, let hini
tell tue tîîinister the whoie caory.

Under tbe circunîstances, a nîinisîer wouid be
thankfi that so stra;ghtfanîî'ard a course bas been pur.
sued. To be sure il %vould occasion some pain but
by no mens would it equal te pain caused by tbe
usual Ilcrowding out" pracess.

"lBut," says one, "ire siîouid hate ta do Ibis
Why, we couldn't tell the r,îinisîer right la bis face
that we %wanted liii to leave, or that ire didn't think
bîni smart enougb. Il wouid iturt Itis feelings to0
înuci ; better ictIiini find il out graduaiiy."

This objection a facclîous writer dlisposes ai by a
parabie . Once upon a lime tbere was a very kind.
beartcd bidte boy irba owned a dag. He was dcepiy
attachcd ta the animal, andi ycî, nalwitbslanding bis
lave, aur baîie lrîend became convinced -sncb are tbe
strange contradictions in bumait nature-tbat tbe
dog's tati needcd shortening. To be sure the opera-
lian would cause a deai af pain ; and so, because be
sbrank front unnccssarîly hurîing the feelings of the
(log, hc cancided ta cul il off an incb a day tili the
destred lengtli was «"graduaily " attained. Now 1
(cari sslv afftrm Ibat if that dog's taau bad ta conte off,
il wa.tld have been far less exasperali!tg la bave il aif
at once, and nat at the rate ai an incih a day.
Vtér6u> sa,5.

TilE OTItER SIDE.

But tbere are two sides îa every question. Dealing
itiî the ather side ai îtat comptex question ai pas.

taral dissolutions, anc says :"l1 have rend tbe Jeffer
oi your correspondent wîi I mucit intercsl. It is apity
that lie had not writcn bis prescription many ycars
ago, (or il might have aidcd a party in a Chiurcli with
wbich 1 bave sainie acquainlance, wbo earnesîly
desired ta gel rid oi tbeir miinisler, and îbey did ex-
actiy as your correspondent bas prcscribed. The
minister did not caone up ta tbeir cxpectalions, and a
ieîv îaok il ir.to Ilîcir boads ta gel bum removed.
Tbey hinted their doubîs ta otiters Ibat lbey badl
miade a inistake in cailing this man, and crie long a
number werc startcd ta îalk, and ivatci, and as the
band increased, courage and a sensu oi duty increased
ta, anîd aiter a solenîn conclave, a leader undcrtook
ta appruacli thc pastor and Ici bin knavw îvat these
faithfüi guardians feit, and wbaî iras expectcd ai hlm.
He did sa. ' Sa you îlîînk 1 don't answer the
Churcb.' ' Yes, we arc (uily satisfied, and aiter trial,
wc sec that wc cain no langer work îvith you.' ' Obh'
saidtlieininister, 'that is yourjUdgment. Howvmany
think îvitb you in yaur estimate?' 'Ohila large
number,' said tue deputy, ' and 1 have corne la say
tbat I and ai tîtese people desire a change.' ' Vcli,
said the pastor, 1 that is plain, and 1 shail bc equally
plain. Now gel you about your business. Leave the
Chnrcb ar 1111 tuin youtrout and Vil1 lurn out or discip-
line evcry man and wvonan in te Chîtrcb Ibal dares
la inîcricre wiîh me in my ministry. Go ai once, or
yot ii repent il.' The minister forthwilh cleared i
aut sorte forîy or fifty îvba badl becti permitîed to
have their awn îvay a long time tînder a limarous,
,çeak paslor. But now lic wisbed Ihent t0 knoiv that
tbey bad a mati ta dent wvith. Wht iras the resuit?
For twenty ycars Ibis mîttister bas sustained that
Churcb, and brought il up ta a condition -of inteIié
gence, nunîbers, liberaiity and picty that places it in
the front rank af the Chtirches ai bis Prcsbytery.


