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Religion. as a personal attainment, is conununion
with God. Jts state at any given time is dependent
on the sense which the soul has of God's prasence,
and on the measure in which this presence is at once
a source of enjoyment and an inspiration to holi-
ness. lts vigour is determined by the closeness and
the constancy with which fellowship with God s
maintained, and by the degree in which God is served
in the life, and the ends are sought whi~h are dear
and sacred to Him, From the nature of the case, it
i3 obvious that it must be extremely difficult to deter-
mine, with any degrec of exactncss and certainty, its
state at a given perind in any community, or in any
branch of the Church of Christ, It has its seat, the
sphere of its inost vital movements, in a region which
the human eye cannot penetrate.  *‘The kingdom of
God,” said the Saviour, *is within you, and cometh
not with observation.” And yet the attempt must be
made from time to time to ascertain the form and di-
mensions which the kingdomis assuming, its advance-
ment or its retrogression, and this, not simply asa
matter of intense human interest, bur as determining
to some extent the duty of the hour.

While the state of religious life in a community is,
for the reason stated, not ascertzinable by direct obser-
vation, there are several tolerably exact indications of
the condition of strength or of weakness, of growthor
of decline, in which it exists. Among others thare
may be mentioned, the attendance on the public wor-
ship of God ; the measure of liberality in the support
of the ordinances of religion and in the propagation of
the Gospel ; the number of accessions to the {ull com-
munion of the Church ; the way in which the Lord’s
day is observed ; the moral tone of the communaity as
reflected in the integrity with which business is con-
ducted, in the purity of private, domestic and public
life, in the consideration shewn towards the poor and
the suffering ; and, very specially, the personal efforts
put forth by members of the Church to instruct the
ignorant and reclaim the fallen, to arouse the careless,
and to bring the indifferent and unbelieving to the
acknowledgment of the truth and of the Saviour.

It will be the aim of this paper in the first place to
apply these tests with the view of ascertaining the
state of religious life among ourselves at the present
time, My remarks will have reference mainly to the
city, as by previous arraugement the brother who is
to follow me will deal more particularly with the
rural districts embraced within the Presbytery ; and
while in these statements | have chiefly in view the
Presbyterian Church, they will probably be found to
be not inapplicable to the condition of things in other
branches of the Churcl: of Christ. It may fall in with
the ecclesiastical theories of some among us, ¢o isolate
themselves from the great majority of Christian peo-
ple, appropriating as their exclusive possession the
great catholic name, the Church, in which all true
believers have a share, in a spirit, which it is better
not to characterize ; but the Head of the Churchin
sustaining its life utterly disregards these huian walls
of separation. His grace does not flow exclusively
either through Episcopal or Presbyterian channels,
‘The members of His body have vital connections not
ouly with Him, but in Him with one another, and no
theory of the Church, however firmly and conscien-
tiously maintained, can either alter or obscure the
obvious fact that the various braaches of the Church
of Christ share to a large extent, each of them, in the
strength and in the weakness, in the quickened life
and in the impaired life, of the other.

Proceeding with the application of the test above
mentioned, it is plezsant to have to state tkat the at-
tendance on the public worship of God is very gen-
eral on the part of nearly allclasses of citizens, There
are few cities in Chrnstendom, if there is indeed one,
which hasa largeramount of church accommodation
in proportion to the number of the inhabitants, than
that 1n which we are met, and most of the churches,
of our own and of other denominations, arc well filled.
Apam, the coninbalions of the peaple for religinus
purposes, including the crection of churches, the sup-

poit of ardinances, }one and Foreign Misstons, the
education of the ministry, are large; very greatly in
advance of what they were some years ago, though it
s not to be forgotten that the wealth in Christian
hands has also greatly increased. It ts, no doubt,
true that there are instances probably in all our con.
gragations in which the amount given by professedly
Chiristian men for the maintenance and extension of
that Gospel to which they owe all that 1s best tn ths
{ife and their only hope for another, is sadly, not to say
ludicrously, disproportionate to their personal expens.
diture and even to thelr givings for abjects of con-
fessedly smaller moment ; but that thete s amongusa
great amount of most gencrous and sell-sacnficing
giving for religious and ckaritable objects, it were a
sin against truth and against the Christian people to
call in question. Then, the number 1s very consider-
able who are entering the (ull coinmunton of the
Church by public personal acknowledgment of their
faith in the Lotd Jesus Chnst. There s, o far as 1
have been able to learn, none of our fourteen congre-
gations in the city and its suburbs which has not had
the privilege of welcomiug several such at each ob-
servance of the communion duning the year, while in
some instantes these accessions have been graufy.
ingly large. With regard to the observance of the
Lord's day, it is, in respect of cessation from labour
and business, of outward quict and decorum, very gen.
eral, much in advance of what it is believed tobe in
many cities, whether of the new world or the old.
For the present at least, we have neither open stores,
nor Sunday newspapers, nor street-cars runming. It
is more difficult to speak with certainty respecting
the moral tone of the commumty. e ate safe in
saying that very many of our Church members com.
pel the respect and confidence of those about them by
their businessintegrity, by their truthfulness and high
sense of honour, and by the sobriety and punty of
their lives, and that in a good measure these givetone
to the moral sentiment of numerous circles. It 13
easier to speak with confidence respecting another of
the indications of religious life to which reference has
been made, the consideration shewn for the destitute
and suffering.  In few places of 1ae same size are
more thuught” and time, not te mention meney,
given to the care of the orphaned, to the relief of the
needy, to the comfort of the sick poor, and to the
restoration of the fallen, than in this city.  And coming
to interests which lic more directly within the sphere
of Church life, it can be affirmed that there are very
many patient, prayerful workers in all the churches
for the instruction of the young, and not a few who
are sceking directly the conversion of thecunregenerate
and sinful.

Taking all these facts into account, we would be
led to form a favourable estimate on the whole of the
present state of religious life among us. Iam safe 1n
saying that, while it is far erough from the state in
which all earnest Christians would desire to seeit,
there is still in connection with 1t very much to call
for profound gratitude to the God of all grace,

But the truth compels us to add that in respect to
almost all the particulars mentioned above, there are
painful qualifications to be made. \While attendance
on the public worship of God is very general, the
number of professing Christians who restrict this at-
tendance to a single service on the Lord’s day 1s con-
sidcrable, while not a few of all classes rarely find
themsclves in the sanctuary. This is true, especially
of that part of the population, probably not fewer than
five or six thousand, who live in boarding-houses, a
very large proportion of whom are knuwn either to
absent themselves entirely from the public worship of
God, orto be infrequent and irregular attendantsont.
Again, while accessions to the full communion of the
Church are happily numerous, there are very many
young peaple of bath sexes, but especially young men,
many of them reared in Christian homes, who allow
year after year to pass without making any personal
profession of faith in the Saviour. While the moral
tone of the community is, on the whole, high, the ex-
istence of a large amount of dishonesty, intemper-
ance, and impurity, is too patent tc be denied, and it
is a thing to be desired, rather than to be claimed,
that church members have no share in these blots en
our Christian civilization. And finally, «while there
are numerous bands of patient and zealous Sabbath
school teachers, one has to lament the smallness of
earnest individual cffort to bring the openly godless
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were sad indeed if we could be satisfied with the ex-
isting condition of things, if our prayer were not, ' O
Lord, revive Thy work in the midst of the years; in
the midst of the years make known ; in wrath remem-
ber mescy.”

Morcover, in endeavouring to est'mate tha state and
prospects of religious life in a comr unity, it is not
enough to ascertain as nearly as possible at what
point it stands at any given time it i3 aln,0st mors
tmportant to determine whether it is in a condition of
advance or of retrogression ¢ whether the influences
affecting it unfavourably are gaining or losing strength ;
to what extent what {s gratifying in the slteation is
due to the movements of the past, and to what extent
itis the result of forces at present in full and vigerous
operation. 1 content myself with stating this very
important aspect of the question before us, and trust
1t may receive the attention of some who are to follow
me 1 the consideration of the subject, Notreatment
of the subject of the state of religion which overlooks
this point can be satisfactory ; it may possibly be ex-
tremely misleading, as much so as an individual’s
congratulation of himself on the temperature of his
chamber when the fire in the [urnace room was fast
going out. .

1 now proceed to deal with the second part of the
topic assigned to me, the influences by which:relig-
tous life among us is unfavourably aflfected. Any
statement on this point must be necessarily brief, and
therefore inadequate.

The natural depravity of the human heart, with its
ignorance of divine things, its aversion to God, and
its proneness to sin, only partially overcome in re-
generation, is of course pre.supposed here as that
through which these adverse influences acquire their
power 1o lower the tone of religious life and to mar
its beauty. This is a constant factor in the matterin
hand, and would be one to fill us with despondency,
or rather to awaken a feeling of hopelessness, but for
the promise of the Holy Ghost, the Saunctifier,

In taking account of the influences which are ot
work among us to depress and injure religious life, it
1s impossible to overlook the still very general prac-
tice of using intoxicating liquors. It goes without
saying that whether used at public entertainments, or
at the private table, or partaken of in the saloon, or
anywhere else, thase intoxicants are full of danger to
the moral and religious, as to the material wall-being
of thase who have recourse to them. It is safe tosay
that there is none of our congregations which within
a few years has not lost more than one of its mem.
bers through this dangerous indulgence; persons
taken from the communion table either through the
discipline of the Church or through their own sense of
what is right and becoming ; while it is to be feared
that in most congregations, if not all, some remainon
the communion roll with doubtful benefit to them.
sclves and with little credit to religion through thieir
unchristian excess. It isan undeniable fact that the
same cause keeps many more from embracing the
Saviour and professing faith on His name. Moreover,
in multitudes of cases in which the use of intoxicants
scarcely amounts to excess, or what is usually reck-
oned such, its effect is to lower sensibly the religious
hfe. The evil is probably not greater than it was,
perhaps it 1s even not sogreat. But it is still such as
to make it needful to say in the ear of the professing
Church, “ Be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess,
but be filled with the Spirit.”

In former days, the love of the world in the form of
wealth, the desire of accumulating property, with the
opportunities and inducements toit supplied by a new
country, used to be spoken of as one of the main hin-
drafices to religious life. We know that it was a
hindrance in the days of Christ ; that He had to say
over one otherwise hopeful inquirer, “ How hardly
saall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of
hzaven.” It continuss to be a hindrance, and will
continue while wealth brings with it influence, social
consideration, and external comforts, and the truth
has not been learned that *a man's life consisteth not
in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.”
But it appears to me that in this city we havereachad
a stage when the love of pleasure, with its late hours,
its dissipating tendencies, its frequent interruptions to
family worship if not to private devotions, its some-
tumes doubtful or more than doubtful forms, is as
widely injurious to growth in grace as the love of
money, if not more widely. Let us not be misunder-

and unbelieving to repentancz and faith in Jesus | stood.  Religion as no quarsel with pleasure ; piety
Christ. While such admissions have to be made, it ; has notling to fear from it, when it is pursued inmod-
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