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Religion,.%% a peruonal nitaissilent. lu comuntion
with G;od. las sate at an>' given tinie lu dependent
on the %crise which the saut has of God's psesence,
andi on the mecasure in which liste presence lu at once

Il source a( cnJoynient andi an inîspiration ta hall-
iess. its vigour le cieterniined by the closenets andi
the constane>' 'Vitb whlch rellawslîip wiîh Gaîl lu
mintained, nd b>' the dcgrec in whkhclat o serveci
In the lire, andi the ends are sought whli-h are dear
andi sacrcd ta 1Ui. From the nature of the case, Il
lu abvious that it muet be exirenitl> dilficuit ta dctcr.
mine, witis an>' degrce ni cxactricis andi rcrtairnty, its
state al a given perinci In sin> cainiity. or In any
branch af the Chtirch ai Christ. It lias its sent, the
sphere at ils tost vital mavements, In n regian whirh
the human eye cannai pemetrate. IlThe kdngdotn of
Goti,» saiti the Saviour, Ilul within yau, ant canieth
not with observation.' And yet the attempt inust be
madie (ram time ta tinie ta ascertain the tarm andi di.
menisions wliich the kingdoni i5 assumning, itsaivance.
ment or ils retrogressian, -andti iis, flot sip>' as a
matter af Intense human interest, but as dcîcrmining
ta somt extent the duty of the bour.

W ~ hite the state afireligiaus lité hn a conimunity i,
for tht reason stateti, not ascertzinable by direct chier-
vation,there are several tolerably exact Indications ai
tbt condition ai strength or af wcalcncss, ai grawth or
o f dectine, mn wlîmch it existe. Among ailiers ihere
nia> bc nientianeti, the attendance on the public wor.
sltap af Gad; tht measure af liberalit>' in tht support
of the ordinatîces ai religion andi in the propagation af
the Gospel , tht itunber ai accessions ta tht fuil rotn-
rounion ai the Church ; tht way in wliich the Lordis
day is observed ; the moral tant ai tht community -as
reflecteti in the integrit>' with which business is con-
ducted, in the pitrity ai private, doimestic -and public
lite, in tht consîiceratian shewn taward% the poar and
tht suffering ; andi, vcry specly, the persanai efforts
put forth by niembers ai tht Chiurch ta instrurt tht
ignorant and reclaim the (allen, ta arouse the carcless,
andi ta bring the indifférent andi unbelieving ta tht
acknowledgrnent oi tht truth and of the Saviaur.

It wiil be tht aim of this paper in the flrst place to
apply these tests with the view oi ascertaining tht
state of religious life among ourselves ai tht present
tiat. My remarks will have reicrence mainl> ta tht
city, as b>' previaus arratigernent the brother who is
ta follow me will deal more particularly with tic
rural districts embraceti within the Presbytety, ; and
white in these statements 1 have chicfly ini view the
Presbyterian Church, tht>' will probably bc found ta
bo flot inapplicable ta tht condition ai things in othcr
branches ai the Churck of Christ. hI mn>' fait in wiîh
tht ecclesiastical theories oi saine among us, *.o isolat
theniselves train tht great majarity ai Christian peo-
ple, apprcpriatsng as their exclusive possession tht
great catholic naine, tht Church, in which aIl truc
believers have a share, ini a spirit, which it is better
nat ta characterize ; but the Head ai the Church in
sustaining ils lite utter>' disregards these human walls
ai separation. His grace dotes not flow txclusivelv
cather through Episcapat or LPresbyîerian channels.
Tht mexnbers ai His bady have vital connections nat
anl>' with Hlm, but in Hlm with ane anoîher, andi no
theory ai the Church, however flmmly and canscien.
Èously mntair.ed, can either aIter or obscure tht
abviaus tact that tht variaus branches ai tht Chuich
cf Christ share ta a large extent, each ai thent, in tht
strength andi ira the weakncss, i0 the quickenct ir11e
and in tht impaired life, of the altier.

Procteding with tht application ai the test above
mentuoneti, i is pîtasant ta have ta state that tht at.
tendance an tht public worship ai Gad is ver>' gen.
ci-al on the part ai nearly alliasses ai citizens. There
are fcw cities in Christendont, if there is indeeti ont.
whîch hasa largcraautnt, af church accommodation
in proportion ta tht number cf tht inhabitns, than
ltaian which we are met, and most af tht churches,
of aut awn and ofaiher denaminations, arc well filled.
Ag;iin, the c'nrb~ of~n th-c pO-1ple (or religinus
purposes, inctuding the crectan ai churches, tht sup.
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poit afurdinsinces, litanie anti FareIgn Missions, tht
educaîlon af tht ntnstry. Are large; vety greatlY In
Ativance af what they were sanie >'ears ngo. ihaugil l
tu nat ta be (orgartten lahnt the wealtî In Christian
bands bas aise gre.illy increaseul. Il se, no doutas,
true that thiere are Instances prob.ibly in aIl aur con.
gregations In which the nnîaurt given b>' prof.sseilly
Christian autn for the maintenance anti extension of
tliant Gospel ta whlch tht>' owe aIt that as besin ibiths
Ilfe anti their nnly hope fot inother, ila -adly, neloa sa>'
ludicrousiy, dispropartionale ta tîtear personal expen-
ditute andi even ta îhclr givings lot objects ci con.
fessedty sautiller manment;- but liat tacret tu atnong us a
gi-cnt antounit of maet genernîts anti seli.s.acrificing
giving for religiaus anti cFharitable abjects, il were a
sin against trutti and agatnsi tht Chrîtitin people ta
call In question. Miten, tht nuînbcr as very consider-
able wvit are tntcring tht futi caomunion ai tht
Clitiirh by public persoîtal atknnowledgmcnt oi th eir
initt In tht Lord Jesus Christ. rThera as, se far as 1
have been able ta learn, nana ai aur tourteen congre.
gations ln tht city *înd its suburbs whicli bas nlot hall
the privilege et welcomiug setveral such nt cach ob-
servance oi the comîmuanion dursng the year, white in
sanie instaîntes these -accessions have been gratiy.
ingly large. WVith regard ta the observance ai the
Lard's day, il is, In respect ai cessationi frains labour
.anti business, ofioutward quiet anti tecoruni, very gen-
cral, niuch ii ndv.-ncc ai wliat it le believeti ta bc in
many chties, whether oi the new world or tht aid.
For the present at Icast, wt have neither open stores,
noer Sunada>' newspapcrs, flot street-cars runnîng. It
is more diflicult ta speak %villa certainty respectbing
the moral tant oi tht coininuilîîy. WC art sat tai
saying that ver>' man>' ofour Cburch members con-
pel the respect anti confidence ai tiioseabout then by
titeir business intcgrity, by their îrutltiulness andi higli
sense ai lionour, andi by the sobriety anti puraty of
tîteir live.q, andt that in a gooi mnsurc these gave taae
ta the îtîoiil sentiincaîit tif nutierous cîrcles. hI s3
casier ta speak %vith confidenrce respectîag nnother af
the indications ai religious lite ta which reterente has
been tmade, tht consideratîon ticwn (or the destitute
anti suffering. Its iew places ai tac saite size are
mort thuugit -andtime, not ta tnention maney,
given ta tht care af tue orpîtaneti, ta the relief ai t
needy>, ta the coafti ofa the sick poor, anti ta the
restoanion ofithe tilcon, t hall in titis city. Anticaming
ta interesîs which lie mare direct>' tîhin the sphere
ai Church lle, it cars be affirni that there are ver>'
man>' patient, praycrtul workers in ail tht churches
for the instruction ai tht yaung, anti not a tew wlia
-ire seecing direcîl>' the conversion aithe unregenemate
anti siitiul.

Taking ail ghese lacis ino accaunat, we would bo
led ta ati a invaurabîetestinînie an the whole ai the
present siat ai religiaus lité among us. 1 aiii sait in
saying thlat, white il is fat er.ough iront the state in
which ail tarnesi Chrisians would desire ta sec i,
tiiere is stillin c.annection %vitl it vcr much ta caîl
fer profounti gratitude ta the Gati af ail gra ce.

But thetîruth compels us te atit that an respect ta
almost ail the particulars, mntioned %ave, there are
paintul qualificntions to be matie. WVhite attentiance
on the public worship ai God as very gentral, tht
number ai pratessing Christians wbo resîraci thîs at-
tendance ta a single service on th-: Lord's day is con-
siderable, white nat a iew ai aIl classes rare>' land
theniselves i0 tht sanctuar>'. This is truc, especimliy
ai that part of the population, probably not fe'<er than
five or six itaousanti, who live in baardîng-houses, a
ver>' large proportion cf wham are knuwn cubher ta
absent themselves entircly train tht public worship ai
Goti, or to be infiqucot anti irregular attendants on il.
Agmin, white accessions ta the full communion ai the
Church are happil>' numeraus,, there are ver>' many
young: people ai bath suxes, but especially young mien,
many ai tbema reareti in Chri&tian bornes, who allow
year aiter year ta pass withaut mnking an>' persanal,
profession cf faili ina the Saviaur. Whbite tht moral
tant ai the commuait>' is, on the wbole, bigla, tht ex-
istence ai a large amaunat of dishones>', inteniper-
ance, anti impurit>', is tue patent ta bic dermieti, ant i
is a thîng ta ho desireti, rather than ta bc claimeti,
that church niembers have no share io these bloas e'n
aur Christian civilization. Anti finally, wbhite there
are mierous bands ai patient anti zealous Sabbaîh
school teachers, ane bas ta lament tht smallness af
carnest individual eff-ort ta bring tht apenl>' godless
anti unbelieving ta repentance anti faillh in Jeas
Christ. WVhite suci admissions have ta bc amande, it

were end Inticot If wo caulti be satlsfied whth tht ex-
Istlng condition ai things, If eur prayer were not, "O
Lnrd, revive Th>' work In the midst cf the yers; in
the idst ar i ts yeais laice known; - inwath retnem-
ber Mîercy.,,

blorcover, in endcavourlng to est!mate thé state andi
prospects ai religlaus lite lIn a canir, unity, litsl net
enaugît ta ascettaîn as nearl>' as "asible at what
point il stands ai any glven trne;- il las rdn.osi more
iportant ta deternîine whaether i le In a cantitiéri of

ndlvance ut oi reirogresslon % whethtr thet nitutnces
atiecting il uniavourably are gaining or losing strengili -
ta wlîat extent what ha gratifying lIn the situation lu
due te tht movements af the past, anti ta what exlent
Il ls the result of forces at prescrit In fuît anti vlgcraus
aperatian. 1 coaient mryschf wlth staîing this very
important aspect af the question befare us, andi trust
i nia>' rective tic attention ai sanie who are ta follow
nie intht consideraîlon aithosubjert. Na treatnient
ai tht subici ai the stateof religion wbich overlooki t
this poeint can bc satisfactory ; il ina> possiblybe ex.
îremely silsleading, as nîuch sa as an lndlvidualls
congratulaion af Itiniselt on the teinperature ci lits
cîtanbe- wbcn the lire In tht furnace rain was faut
gotng oui.

1 naw proceeti ta dent wiîh the second part of the
topic asgneti ta mue, tht influences b>' whlchtrelig-
tous laie aniong us ts uniavourably affecteti. Any
statemnt on able point inuet ho necessaril>' bni, anti
thereicre inadequate.

Tht natural depravit>' af tht human bcart, with its
ignorance of divine things, its aversion ta Gati, anti
bts praneness ta sin, ani>' p.arthaly oavercome in re-

Igencratian, is of course pre-supposeti bere as thât
through whicb these adverse influences acquire their

1power ta lower tht tant ai religiaus lire anti te Miar
its bcauty. This is a constant lactor la tht mattcrin
biandi, anti wouiti be ont ta fitl us witb dcupantiency,
or ratlier ta awaken a feeling ai hopeltusncsu, but for
tht promise ai tht If aI> Gbost, the Sanctifier.

Irn tnking accouant cf tht influences which art Di
wark aiintng us ta depress anti injure religiaus lite, il
as impassible ta overlook tht stl very gentral prac-
tace ai usiig intoxicating liquors. hI gats wiîhaut
sayo1g that whether useti ai public entertainnets, or
at the privte table, or partakea af in the saloon, or
anywhere tIse, thmese intoxicants are full of danger ta
tht moral anti religiaus, as te tht material welI.being
af thase wsha have recaurse ta theni. hI is sait te sa>'
that there bu none af aur cangregations wbicb witbin
a few years has not ]ost mare than anc of bts mcm-
bers through this dangerous indulgence; persans
talsen fi-rn tht communion table cubher through tht
discipline cf the Church or through their cwn sentie af
whai is right anti becaming ; white it is ta bo icareti
that in mast congregatians, if net all, sorie reniain an
tht communion rail with douitful benebit ta theni-
selves anti with uitla credit ta teligion tbraugh theiàr
uncbristian exceis. It is an uncleniable faci that tht
saine cause keeps ruan> marc frai, euubracing tht
Saviaur anti protessing iaith on Bis naine. Moreever,
la multatuats ai cases bn which tht use ai intoxicants
scarcely amaunts ta exceus, or wbat i usuahl> teck-
oneti such, ils effeci is ta lowcr sensibl>' tht religbous
lit. Tht evil is probab' flot gi-caler than it wus,
perhapsitas even nat segreat. But ilis sti»such as
ta niake il neeti l ta sa>' ho the car ai the proteising
Church, "I' e nat drunk wiîh wioe, whereiii bu cx--es,
but ho filueti with tht Spirit."

In tamner day.,, tht love cf the world in the form of
wealîh, tht desire ai accumulating property, with tht
apportunaitits anti inducements toit supplicd b>' a ncw
country', useti ta ho spoken ai as ane ai the main hin.
draices ta religiaus lite. WVe kriow that il was a
hintirance in tht days cf Christ; that Ht hati te sa>'
aver ane otherwise hopeful inquirer, "lHow hard>'
sitalt tht>' ibat have richtes eoter ino the kingtit of
beavmn i continucs ta be a bindrance, anti wihl
continue whike wealth brings with it influence, social
cansideration, anti external camiorts, anti thet ruth
lias not been learnet aat Ila mans lte consisteth not
an the abondance ai t thingu which he possesseth."
But it appear ta me that i0 tbis cii>' we bavecreachtti
a stage when te lave ai pleasure, wbth iis tlc hourb,
ils dissipating tendencies, its frequent intemrpiions te
(arnil> warship if not ta private devotions, ils saine-
tiames doubttul or more than daubîlul, farme, bu as
wiely injurious te growth in grace as tht love. of
mont>', if flot more widely. Let us net bc misunder.

1 menod. Religion 1-as ne quarrel v5ith plen%ç,tre; p*-ely
Slias notlaîaig ta tear frails il, wlten i is putatactin otQýd-
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